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Abstract

Defining the concepts of Narratology and Semiotics approach, this
paper analyses the narration aspects and plot in the narrative of “The
glass menagerie” by Tennessee Williams. By linking these two
methods together, the paper pursues two interwoven aspects of this
narrative text: 1) Analyzing the relationship between narrator and
audience: the narrator of this play talks directly with the audience.
Hence, he blurs the fictional audience and all the spectators in the real
world. Considering the pattern of “narration aspects” which is
developed by Jepp Lintvelt, this paper studies this particular
relationship between the narrator and the audience in the play. 2)
Analyzing the plot of “The glass menagerie” by applying Algirdas
Julien Greimas’s “actantial model” and the “super-structure” plot
model. This paper challenges the common belief about “The Glass
Menagerie” among critics who believe this play bears a lack of
complete plot. Considering two main plot lines, it is concluded that
the play has a complete narrative plot.
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1. Introduction
The narratology and Semiotics approach are appropriate approaches
for analyzing narrative texts. Scholars like Gérard Genette and Jaap
Lintvelt offer methods focusing on the relationship between the
narrator, actants, and audience, while the semiotics approach, as
explored by Algirdas Julien Greimas and Jacques Fontanille, focus on
the transformation between primary and final situations in narration.
This article applies both methods to analyze "The Glass Menagerie™
by Tennessee Williams, examining its narrative situation and plot.
According to narratology, a text becomes narrative when there's a
temporal and spatial separation between the narrator's situation and
actants, a feature evident in "The Glass Menagerie." This separation
blurs the line between fictional and real-world audiences, making the
play unique. Based on these methods this research aims at answering
the following questions:

e Who is the Tom-narrator’s audience in the play?

e How does the plot of “The Glass Menagerie” function as a

narrative text?

2. Literature Review

Numerous studies have explored various facets of narrative texts
through different narratology theories, often focusing on key figures
like Genet, Propp, Greimas, and Fontanille. Ali Abbasi's
comprehensive examination in "Applied Narratology" (2014) focuses
on the narrative aspects across novels, paintings, and short or folk
stories, drawing from narratology and semiotics theories. Abbasi with
Maliheh Rashidi in their article “Structural examination of the novel
“Welcome to Hades” based on the theory of Jaap Lintvelt and
Greimas” (2016) and with Zahra Naemiseji and Tayebe Seyfi in the
article “Narrative typology in the novel The Jerusalem's lantern by Ali
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Badr According to the theory of Jaap Lintvelt” (2021) apply Lintvelt’s
and Greimas’s narrative methods and explore narration layers in these
specific literary texts.

While these methods are typically employed in analyzing fictional
works like novels and short stories, this article seeks to apply them to
a dramatic text: "The Glass Menagerie." Limited research specifically
examines the narrative aspects of "The Glass Menagerie," particularly
among lIranian scholars, aside from comparative studies like "New
Comparative Literature and Literary Adaptation: Williams’s Glass
Menagerie and Tavakoli’s Here without Me" (2013) by Azra
Ghandeharian and Alireza Anushiravani.

3. Methodology

This research aims to analyze the narrative layers between the narrator
and audience and the complexity of the plot in “The Glass
Menagerie”. To achieve this, two methods are employed: the method
of “narration aspects” which is developed by Jepp Lintvelt and
Algirdas Julien Greimas’s “actantial model” along with the “super-
structure” plot model.

Utilizing Lintvelt’s method, this article analyses the intricate
relationship between the narrator and his audience in “The Glass
Menagerie”. Additionally, by employing Greimas’s “actantial model”
and the “super-structure plot”, the article aims to examine the plot of
the play and its evolution.

4. Results

When examining the relationship between the narrator and audience in
“The Glass Menagerie” through Jaap Lintvelt’s Theory, intricate
layers emerge. Due to the biographical nature of this dramatic text and
the similarities between the play’s main motifs and William’s personal
life, the distinction between "virtual Williams" and "Tom-narrator”
blurs. Tom-narrator breaks the fourth wall, engaging directly with the
audience, thus merging the fictional and real-world spectators.
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Consequently, the audience transcends mere observation, becoming
witnesses to Tennessee Williams' deepest memories. Consequently,
Williams transforms the play into a confessional text, openly declared
before his actual audience.

Additionally, analyzing the plot of “The Glass Menagerie” using
the “super-structure” model and “actantial model”, reveals two main
plot lines: 1) Amanda’s quest to find a husband for her daughter
Laura. 2) Tom’s desire to escape home. The first plot line has the
beginning, middle, and end in its plot and follows a complete
narrative. but the second plot line lacks a fully developed plot and
concludes only at the primary situation. However, by intertwining
both plot lines, a comprehensive plot emerges.
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