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Abstract

Iranian writers have written books in the horror genre, although not
comparable to the quantity of foreign works. The purpose of this
research is to investigating and analysis the components of the horror
genre in Iranian adolescent horror novel and to find out how correctly
the authors of these books have used the elements of the horror genre.
The most important achievement of this research, in addition to
categorizing and introducing the components of the horror genre, was
the complete review and analysis of these components in an Iranian
story of this genre. This research can help Iranian writers in the world
competition by showing the innovations and weaknesses of their
stories.
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1. Introduction

The genre of horror has a large audience, especially among
adolescents and contrary to the initial idea of many opponents and
critics of this genre, it is a suitable platform for presenting moral
values and concepts in an attractive format. Also, we cannot ignore the
acceptance of this genre by adolescents and the presence of such
novels at the top of the list of best-selling books for children and
adolescents. The high volume of translation of horror stories and the
reception of the Iranian audience, especially adolescents, has caused
Iranian writers to write stories in this genre, although limited and
incomparable to the quantity of foreign books. Therefore, this research
seeks to answer two questions; what are the main and important
components of the horror genre and, accordingly, how these
components are used and reflected in an Iranian adolescent horror
novel.

2. Literature Review

The genre of horror has received less attention, and so far no detailed
and independent research has been conducted on the topic of review
and analysis of adolescent horror literature or novels in Iran. In only
two articles, the horror literature of Iranian children and adolescent
has been discussed.

The first one is an article written by Khaligfard et al. (2020)
entitled "Investigation of the character element in the horror genre of
Iranian children and adolescent stories”. In this article, the element of
character has been examined according to a number of adolescent
novels of the horror genre, which in general has no direct connection
with the nature and components of the horror genre.

The second is an article written by Lavimi (2020) entitled
"Research on the Themes of Scary Stories in Iranian children and
adolescent Literature™ in which, in a descriptive and analytical way,
various thematic dimensions of the horror genre are discussed.
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There are very few books written in Persian in this field. They have
also examined the horror genre as a cinematic genre; Not as a literary
genre and not related to the world of children and adolescent
literature. Such as the book Small Dictionary of horror, written by
Seyyed Hasan Hosseini (2012) and Dark night of the soul, written by
Shahzad Rahmati (2018).

Most of the theses compiled in this field are related to the genre of
horror in cinema and the world of adults; such as Eslami (2011),
Ahmadi Soleimani (2016), Bahrampour (2016) and Ghasemi (2020).

Therefore, so far, a comprehensive and independent research has
not been conducted on the topic of reviewing and analyzing the
literature of adolescent horror in Iran, and specifically the book
Vertical Cemetery.

3. Methodology

The main goal of this research, in addition to introducing the
components of the horror genre, is to examine and analyze them in a
descriptive and analytical way, in one of the prominent Iranian
adolescent horror novels.

In order to achieve this goal, first of all, 4@ important and main
components of the horror genre were extracted and explained in detail
from among scattered and numerous sources. In the next step, one of
the most prominent books of the Iranian adolescent horror genre,
namely the Vertical Cemetery, written by Hamidreza Shahabadi, was
selected. A book whose numerous editions show that it is well
received by the audience and the awards it has won show the critics'
attention to this work. Then, the reflection of the extracted 9 horror
components was analyzed in this book.

4. Results

The investigation and analysis of the components of the horror genre
in the Vertical Cemetery showed that this book, with mild horror and
thought-provoking themes, and with a relatively successful
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performance in the use of genre components, was able to work
acceptable. In particular, the Vertical Cemetery has performed well in
the field of conveying horror concepts and themes, especially
dehumanization, with the help of horror techniques, especially
metaphorical expression. Although this book could have done better in
some horror topics. One of the weaknesses of this book is the
characterization of the monster and the victim. This is the reason why
the story does not enjoy the attractive aspects of psychological horror
and reduce the attractiveness of the book for the audience. Also, this
weakness has placed the burden of horror in the story elements, more
than the characters, on the description of places and atmosphere
creation.
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