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Abstract

The present research examines Meeting the ‘Cultural Other’ in
Fictional literature Of Afghan Migration. It’s been about four decades
that migration literature of Afghanistan has been formed. Migrants
have produced many literary works in the host countries over the
years. In the meantime, the theme of "immigration” is highlighted in
some of the writings of immigrant writers, with whom immigrants and
hosts are unfamiliar. Therefore, research is important for identifying
this literature and its ups and downs to immigrants and hosts. This
article employs a descriptive and analytical method to examine the
novel "Payan-e Ruz" (TR: "End of Day") by Muhammad Hussein
Muhammadi as a cultural text within the framework of semiotic
theory. The essential question of this study is, how afghan migration
as the Cultural Other-according to significant cultural and historical
ties- is represented, understood and defined in cultural sphere of Iran;
culture, non-culture or counter-culture. Specifically, the study utilizes
a Cultural Semiotics approach and reveals that Afghan migration, as
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the Cultural Other, is represented as non-culture or counter-culture in
cultural sphere of Iran. Additionally, this study explores the
relationship between nature and culture, employing an important
aspect of cultural semiotics. It demonstrates that in the novel, Mazar-
e-Sharif symbolizes nature, while Tehran represents culture.

Keywords: fictional literature of Afghan migration, cultural
semiotics, Self and Other, semiosphere, Culture-Nature approach.

1.Introduction

A close examination of the biographies of many Afghan writers
reveals that they have lived as migrants in two or three countries,
experiencing life in multiple places and becoming proficient in the
language of their host country. The theme of migration is evident in
the novels and stories of some of these writers and serves as the
central focus of their works. Therefore, literature of migration holds
significant importance in contemporary Afghan fiction and warrants
attention and exploration.

Building upon the aforementioned points, the primary objective of
this research is to explore the representation of the "Afghan migrant”
in the lens of cultural semiotics, specifically in terms of the cultural
semiotic approach to defining the cultural Other as non-culture,
counter-culture, or culture itself. Considering the cultural and
historical connections between Iran and Afghanistan, it appears that,
from a cultural semiotics perspective, the Afghan migrant can be
viewed as a ‘cultural Other’ within the Iranian cultural sphere and
categorized as "culture.” Another essential aspect of this research is to
investigate how the Afghan signifier and the Iranian signifier align
with the paradigm of "nature” and "culture,” respectively. To achieve
this objective, the theoretical framework of cultural semiotics,
specifically the Tartu-Moscow School, is employed as the primary
analytical method, focusing on the novel "Payan-e Ruz" (The End of
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the Day) written by Mohammad-Hossein Mohammadi, an Afghan
migrant writer.

2.Research Question(s)

1- How afghan migration as the Cultural Other-according to
significant cultural and historical ties- is represented, understood and
defined in cultural sphere of Iran; culture, non-culture or counter-
culture?

2- In the approach of "nature” and "culture", in which model are
the symbolic spheres of Afghanistan and the symbolic spheres of Iran?

2. Literature Review

According to our investigation, there is a lack of research conducted
specifically on the novel "The End of The Day" in Afghanistan. This
novel has not been extensively studied in other regions, including Iran.
There are numerous books and articles available on Cultural
Semiotics, which do not directly align with the focus of our research.
Some of the researches done in this field are: The book Cultural
Semiotics by Farzan Sojoodi (2011) is a collection of eleven articles
written by influential figures in cultural semiotics, including Yuri
Lotman and Boris Uspensky. The book The Texture of Culture: An
Introduction to Yuri Lotman’s Semiotic Theory by Alexei Semenenko,
translated by Hassan Sarfaraz (2017). The book Cultural Semiotics by
Anna Maria Lorusso, translated by Rahele Ghasemi (1400).

3. Methodology

This is a descriptive-analysis case study research. The method of this
research is based on the approach of cultural semiotics and Nature-
Culture. We considered the Payan-e Ruz novel written by Muhammad
Hussein Muhammadi to analyze the representation of the "Afghan
migrant” in cultural sphere of Iran.
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4. Results

The present study reveals the confrontation between the cultural
semiotic of Afghanistan and Iran, where "language,” "geographical
border" and "physical appearance” determine the boundary between
the two cultural spaces and act as significant variables.

Among the three defining variables, the geographical border,
representing nationality, initially identifies the semiotic space of the
two spheres of culture. Based on this, other defining tools such as
"language™ and "physical appearance" are defined.

The Afghan immigrant is represented as the other within the
semiotic sphere of Iran and is reflected in selected cultural texts as a
cultural other in two forms of cultural definition (non-culture and
counter-culture). Within the semiotic sphere of Iran, using
mechanisms of "rejection” and "negation™ the Afghan immigrant can
be expelled from within the culture. Therefore, the non-self (Afghan
immigrant) with unfamiliar linguistic codes (Dari dialect), physical
appearance, and political geographical border is classified as the
"other,” which challenges the order, homogeneity, and unity of the
"self" culture and cannot remain within the culture.

Furthermore, based on the perspective of "nature” and "culture”,
Mazar Sharif represents "nature” with its rural elements, while Tehran
represents "culture™ with urban elements.
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