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Abstract

The novel series of A Song of Ice and Fire is one of the most popular
novels of the century, The Time magazine calls George R. R. Martin
the American Tolkein. The novels was adapted to a television series
by HBO in 2011. In this thesis, | tried to compare the differences
between the narration of the novels and the series with a emphasis on
focalization. This research is based on Gerard Genette and Manfred
lan theories on focalization and studied the focalization of the
characters in both novels and the series. It also studies the characters
of the novels and the series and the incidents that is seen through their
point of view. What elements or characters in a fantasy-epic novel is
focalized is also another aspect of this thesis.

1. Corresponding author, Professor, Department of Dramatic Literature, Faculty of Art,
Tarbiat Modares University, Tehran, Iran.

https://orcid.org/0000-0001-9259-873X

2. MA graduate of Dramatic Literature, Faculty of Art, Tarbiat Modares University, Tehran,
Iran.

https://orcid.org/0009-0005-9974-1515

3. Bachelor of stage design, Faculty of Art, Azad University, Tehran, Iran
https://orcid.org/0009-0007-0417-9553

4. MA graduate of Filmmaking, Faculty of Art, Kingstone University, London, England
https://orcid.org/0009-0001-5899-4998

Copyright: © 2023 by the authors. Submitted for possible open access
@ @ @ publication under the terms and conditions of the Creative Commons Attribution
(CC BY- NC) license https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/).

407


https://orcid.org/0000-0001-9259-873X
https://orcid.org/0009-0005-9974-1515
https://orcid.org/0009-0007-0417-9553
https://orcid.org/0009-0001-5899-4998

Bl R ey stuoes

Journal Of Narrativestudies
E-1SSN:2588-6231 ——

Vol.8, No. 15
spring and summer 2024
Research Article

Keywords: Game of thrones, Focalization, Narration, Windows of
Focalization.

1.Introduction

Narratology is a study of narrative genres, storytelling systems, and
plot structure. It aims to identify narrative units and plot grammar.
Narrative differs from description due to the non-random relationship
between events. The narrator's choices shape the focus of the
narrative. The narrator shapes the plot by intentionally omitting and
including certain information from the available narrative materials.
Focalization is a key element in all narrative genres, referring to the
audience's perspective on the story's events. It establishes the
relationship between the audience and the narrative world. Through
the angle of view, we understand characters' thoughts, feelings, and
relationships in the narrative space. Manfred Jahn proposed the theory
of "focalization windows" to complement the theory of focalization.
Focalization, introduced by Gérard Genette, is the narrator's
perspective in the narrative. Jahn uses "focalization windows" for new
events in the narrative. This research examines focalization in the
novel and screenplay of Game of Thrones, a fantasy novel and
adapted series. Game of Thrones is the first book in the "A Song of
Ice and Fire" series by George R.R. Martin. It was published in 1996
and adapted into a successful HBO series. The analysis will explore
focalization in the fantasy novel and the changes made for the
adaptation of Game of Thrones.

Research Question(s)

1.How is the change of narrator in adaptation done in a dramatic
narrative from a literary narrative?

2.. What element is focalized in a fantasy novel?

3.How does the focalized narration change in the fantasy novel
narrative?
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2. Literature Review

To explore the origins of narratology, one must undoubtedly look to
the research of the Russian Formalists. They were the first to
systematically examine the structure of narratives, identify the
fundamental elements that shape artistic works, and pave the way for
the systematic and scientific study of narrative.

The research of figures such as Boris Tomashevsky (1890-1957) with
his famous work "Thematics" and Viktor Shklovsky (1893-1984) with
his influential "Theory of Prose" (1929) had a significant impact on
the development of narratological theories in the field of prose and
narrative structure analysis.

Among the Formalists, the most renowned individual who
conducted a systematic and foundational research in narratology using
a strictly structural approach and the principles of linguistics was
Vladimir Propp.

Although Propp limited his research to a specific type of narrative,
namely fairy tales, his groundbreaking work opened the door to a new
branch of structuralist narratology that would later emerge in the
second half of the 20th century. According to all narratologists,
Vladimir Propp is considered the father of structuralist narratology.

Propp's research on fairy tales can be compared to formalism from
many perspectives. Both naturalists and folklorists deal with
typologies and formulas that are fundamentally the same.

Later narratologists expanded the field of narratology by extending
and developing Propp's model and strengthening its foundations
(Duff, 2014: 119).

Narratology, as a scientific and methodological framework for
understanding the structure and underlying factors of literary texts,
with a focus on logical and arguable aesthetic principles, was first
established by prominent figures of the Formalist school such as
Reformatsky, Vsevolod Tomashevsky, and others, with a direct and
undeniable influence from structural linguistics. The structural
analysis of the text was further developed by Vladimir Propp. The
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evolution of narratology continued in the second half of the 20th
century in France by prominent figures of the structuralist school such
as Strauss, Greimas, Barthes, Todorov, and others, leading to the
further development and expansion of Propp's theories. (Ahmadi,
1370: 53-58)

3. Methodology

The research method is based on library data, studying books related
to the subject and the selected theoretical framework, as well as a
careful review of books and scientific research articles on the subject
of narrative focus and adaptation. The research is descriptive and
analytical.

4. Results
What makes this fantasy novel stand out from other fantasy works is
its particular realism.

The characters were chosen based on their worldview to be
narrators and focalizers. For example, characters who are vulnerable
and different from others, such as Tyrion, Bran, Samwell, and
Brienne, were chosen to be focalizers because of their different
worldviews.

This dramatic novel is a mine of mythical and story archetypes, and
examining and analyzing these eternal archetypes can reveal new
angles of this rich drama to its audience and fans.

The focalization was examined based on Gérard Genette's theory in
the series. To turn stories into a series, internal focalization needs to
be transformed into external focalization. In many cases, information
is given to the reader from the minds of the characters, and in the
series, this information needs to be given in dialogue and in new
scenes that are added to provide a deeper understanding of the
backstory and characters.

Other narrative changes include simplifying the complexity of
some subplots, removing some characters and using their stories for
existing characters, adding some romantic storylines, dramatizing
some events, and making visual and personality differences.
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1. zero focalization

2. internal focalization
3. fixed canonical

4. variable camorical
5. multiple canonical
6. estemal focalization
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