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Abstract

Characterization is a central element of a story, and its analysis can reveal
new features of the story. In this regard, various theories have been
presented, but none of them has been as comprehensive as Philip Hamon's.
In his theory, characters are placed in three categories: "reference (historical,
mythical, virtual)", "pointers to the writer or singer,” and "the reminder."”
The levels of characterization are expressed in apparent, emotional, and
social dimensions, and the signifier and signified are important in identifying
the characters. In this article, borrowing library resources and a descriptive-
analytical method, the characters of the Scorpion-like Stairs of Andimeshk
Train Station written by Hussein Mortazayian Abkenar have been
investigated based on Philip Hamon's approach. The findings show that the
characters of the story are mainly social (soldier) and virtual (despair, fear,
and death) that are consistent with the general content of the story, the
imposed war between Iran and Iraq. The story pointers mainly indicate the
presence of the author. This means that Abkenar did not believe in the
reader-based view and numerous readings of the story, as he highlights the
role of the omniscient narrator. The levels of narration most occur at the
apparent and psychic layers. Examining the signifiers shows that most of the
information about the characters is given through their acquaintances, but the
analysis of the signified reveals a clear contradiction between the name of
the characters and their performance in the story, which could be explained
through the relationship between the signifier and the signified. Morteza, the
main character of the story, moves between the past and present, to recall the
pleasant memories of the past, and reduce his inner conflicts for some
moments.

Key words: Hussein Mortazayian Abkenar, Scorpion-like Stairs of
Andimeshk Train Station, Character, Morteza, Philip Hamon.
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