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Abstract

Theoretical and applied research need pathological studies, critical thinking,
detailed analysis, precise methodological and scientific models for criticizing
internal and external structure of a literary text, aesthetic analysis of
literature, and the investigation of two process of literary creation and
analysis. The challenges can begin with the deep structure and come to the
surface structure and combat against the regressions and reductionism in
literature and art. The narrative theory and approach have opened their way
into the academic sphere of Iran for about two decades; however, the studies
have sometimes been shallow and unscientific. Nonetheless, among the
semio-semantic theories of narrative, Greimas's actantial model gives a
narrative analysis of the classic and contemporary texts. Implacability,
methodological failure, shallow analysis, de-theorization, wrong application
of the theories, mechanical modeling, shaky readings, sketchy notes,
fascination with the theorist, seeking promotion through writing articles, and
more importantly lack of understanding about the principles and application
of narratology in the field of semio-semantic have all overshadowed the
studies related to Greimas's actantial model. Accordingly, this study
randomly reviews 23 articles critically in the field of narratology and
Greimas's actantial model, and tries to conduct a pathological investigation
of this model in theory and practice. Despite the fact that all the authors
analyzed here have a university affiliation, one serious problem shared
among them regarding Greimas's actantial model is their lack of familiarity
with semio-semantic theory of the Paris School as well as the relationship
between this theory and the generative semantics and the universal grammar
of narrative. This pathological study and the critical analysis of the studies in
literary narrative can help the researchers to have a realistic understanding
regarding the literary genres, narrative systems, themes, narrative
approaches, and Greimas's actantial model.

Keywords: Challenges; narratology; Greimas's actantial model; academic
research; critical thinking.
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