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Abstract

Stories and folktales have been used by poets and writers to express mystical
concepts. Narrative begins with human history and no nation's culture exists
without narrative. A structural analysis of the literary works via analyzing
the within-text elements and their interconncetion can reveal their literatry
features. This study aims to analyze the folktale of "Nooshravan and the
crazy" in Mosibat Nameh written by Attar — one of the classic narrative-
based works in Persian literature — through the structural perspective in order
to render a novel reading of the story by analyzing the contrasts in the text.
The study employs the descriptive-analytical and deductive methods. The
findings show that in this folktale, Attar has used plot, theme, narrator's
stance, and point of view in a way to convey epistemological, social, and
moral concepts so that the reader would not have any interactional problem
with the text.

Keywords: Attar; Mosibat Name; Structuralism; narrative; plot and theme;
narrator; point of view.
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