Journal Of Narrativestudies
E-1SSN:2588-6231

Vol. 6, No. 11
spring & summer 2022
Research Article

A Comparative Analysis of Discourse Narrative in Stories of
Elementary Schools Textbooks of Iran and Japan: Semiotics
Approach

Mayam Youran!, Ali Karimi Firozjaei*?, Zahra Abolhassani
Chimeh3

Received: 03/09/2020
Abstract: Accepted: 06/02/2021

The discourse analysis of semiotic process is as a suitable tool for the

analysis of the word. Exploring the abstract data generates meaning in the - comresponding Author's E-mail:
deep structure of each text, and it seeks to discover the meaning where |alikarimii@yahoo.com

the foundations of the interrelated and closely intertwined signs are

formed. This article attempts to answer these questions based on the

discourse semantics framework: 1. What are the most important
discourse systems in the Iranian and Japanese elementary school
textbooks? 2. What are the identity elements of the two countries' stories?
3. From the perspective of cultural semiotics, how is the representation of
the culture of "self* and "other" in the stories of Iran and Japan
elementary schools' textbooks? The research method is descriptive-
analytical and content-analysis. The general approach is discursive
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SEmantics. The results of this study Snowed that the JISCOUTSe SysStems n
Iran's textbook stories were stative model. But the discourse systems of
the Japanese language textbook stories were more actional regime. The
characters in the Japanese stories have hybrid identity, but the Iranian
stories have individual identities. The quality of the interaction between
the “self” and the “other” is assessed in two themes of orientation and
repetition. In the stories under investigation, the elementary school was
centered on orientation, but in the Japanese stories, there is a mutual
interaction between the center and the periphery

Keyword: Semiotic discourse; Iran, Japan, elementary school
textbooks.

1. Introduction

The sign of discourse semantics provides a tool for scholars and
researchers to analyze the story with a new reading and a new style.
The issue in this study is to find out how he narrates to separate the
two countries of Iran and Japan based on the two dimensions of
Action and Stative models? And how does narration explain the
evolution of identity and the function of culture based on the
characteristics of the semantic sign ?

2. Literature Review

The sign of discourse semantics provides a tool for scholars and
researchers to analyze the story with a new reading and a new style. In
semantic signage, unlike classical semantics, signs are given the
opportunity to be signified again. And from the usual signs that have a
common and repetitive function, they become new signs with an
aesthetic and unexpected function (Shairi and Vafaei, 2009: 6-1).
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3 Methodology

In this study, using the "Gerims” semantic sign model, we analyze the
validity of textbooks in Iran with Japanese language textbooks in
elementary school between 2018-19 years,and explain the types of
discourse systems. Out of 20 stories analyzed, 4 stories from both
countries were selected by purposive sampling.

4. Results

After analyzing the stories of the textbook of 2 countaries , we can
say that the most important factors in comparing these books to show
how narration based on two dimensions of action and Shushi make a
difference between the educational system of Iran and Japan are: 1-
Religion 2- Myths 3- Identity and culture.
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