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A Study on Time Duration in Narrating the Magicians’
Story in Qur’an: Gerard Genette’s Perspective
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Abstract

As one of the most significant elements of narrative structure, time
relationships bring the audience closer to the atmosphere and world of
the story. The issue of duration is the most discussed realm of time in
the narrative which takes into account the relationship between the
period of events’ occurrence in a story as well as the amount of the
text devoted to the same events’ presentation. Indeed, finding the
duration of time within the text and its investigation in different
versions of a story leads to a better understanding of the given text. It
also lets the audience be in close contact with the scene of that event
and proceed along with its different acceleration. This paper tends to
study the duration of time in four versions of magicians’ story and
their confrontation with prophet Moses (AS) and Pharaoh in the
Qur’an in the light of Gerard Genette’s perspective. Consequently, the
examination of narrative techniques related to the time duration in
these versions represented that the scene and dialogue, and the
descriptive pause have obtained the highest frequency, and as a result,
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it provides a condition to take a lesson from the story, while the
elimination and summarization have attained the least frequency.

Keyword: Duration;, narration; time; the story of magicians; Qur’an.

Introduction

Time is the structure-making factor of any narration. Without time in
the narration, its content will never exist; because one of the main
structures of any narration is the action or event based on movement
and time (Ghasemipour, 200, p. 126). Finding time continuity in the
text and examining it in multiple versions of a story help to understand
better the text from a narrative and theatrical point of view. It helps
the audience to move quickly with the text as the scene accelerates.
With the speed decrease of the stage, they also slow down and allow
themselves to draw the scene and think more. Finally, as the scene
narrates conversations between people, the audience follows them step
by step.

As the omniscient narrator, God has chosen a kind of time
continuity in the narration of Quranic stories according to its different
conditions and impact on the audience. Examining the types of
continuity and temporal accelerations in the Qur'anic stories allows
the audience to get as close as possible to the text, and by finding
different accelerations in the presentation of the text, they can hear the
sound of the verses. This can help the audience to recognize silences
from conversations, know the omissions and descriptions more
accurately, and be as much as possible in the space of representation
of the story to understand them with all his being and learn the best
lessons from the stories and make them their pattern.

The present study aimed to examine the time continuity of the
magicians' story to find the role of the time continuity in quoting the
four versions of this story in the Surahs A'raf, Yunus, Taha, and the
Sho’ara. To this aim, we must answer the following questions:
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-What are the components of time continuity in the narrative text?

-Examining the four versions of the magicians' story in the Qur'an,
what topics does the complete version of this story include?

-What factors play a role in creating constant, positive, and negative
accelerations in the story?

-What effect does the use of different accelerations in storytelling have
on the audience?

Research Background

Theorists of the narratological approach have considered research on
the study of time in the narration, including Gerard Genette, Shlomite
Raymond-Kennan, and Michael J. Tolan. Their comments are used in
this article. Paul Ricoeur (1984, 1985, & 1988) discusses precisely the
relationship between chronology and narratology in three volumes of
Time and Narration. Ghasemipour (2008), in his article "Time and
Narration" has examined time manifestation in narration. Other
researchers have examined the characteristics of narrative time,
including order, continuity, and frequency. The following are some
related studies: Gholam Hosseinzadeh et al., (2007), in the article
"The study of the time element in the narration with an emphasis on
the Arabic story of Darwish in Masnavi”, Sahba (2008) in the article
"The study of time in the history of Bayhaqgi based on the theory of
Genette", and Droudgarian et al., (2011) in the article "The analysis of
narrative time from the perspective of narratology based on the time
theory of Genette in the story of Button by Reza Amirkhani".
Examining the time continuity, in particular, is in these three articles:
"Study of the continuity of narration time in the sub-anecdotes of
Kelileh and Demneh™ (Jahedjah and Rezaei, 2011), "Study of time
continuity in the poetry of Arash Kamangir" (Asadollahi et al., 2016)
and "Study of the continuity of narrative time in Arabic and Persian
short story" (Khojasteh and Nikkho, 2016). In recent years, research
has been done on the narrative time in the Qur'an and its stories;
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including "Components of narrative time and place in the Quranic
stories” (Horri, 2009) and "Study of the time element from the
perspective of narratology in the stories design of Surah Al-Kahf"
(Abbasi & Hamed Saghayan, 2016).

The above mentioned articles regarding their expansion used one or
two examples of the text for each time component. They did not
analyze all phrases in a selected story. Therefore, it seems that the
analysis of the narrative time of Quranic stories requires more
detailed and in-depth research in this area. The present study has
selected the discussion of the temporal continuity and different time
accelerations in the whole text related to the magician story, which has
been narrated in four separate chapters. All the phrases that have been
analyzed to determine the use of different accelerations in each part of
the story indicate a latent point that the discovery and recognition of
which plays an essential role in a better and deeper understanding of
the divine purpose of telling the tail in question.

Methodology
The data collection in this study is library method and it uses reputable
Internet sites.

Conclusion

Speed changes in the narrative indicate the importance that the
narrator or author of the work attaches to different events. Examining
the time continuity in the verses of the Qur'an and its stories is
effective for the audience in several ways.

The audience is close to the text; they can hear the sound of the verses
more clearly by finding different accelerations in the presentation of
the text, distinguish silences from conversations, and recognize
omissions and descriptions more accurately. They are more and more
in the space of presenting the story to understand them with all their
being, learn the best lessons from the stories, and make them their
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headline. In the various versions of the Qur'anic magician story,
regarding the narrative elements, the dynamic character of the
sorcerers caused this significant change in them, as opposed to the
static nature of Pharaoh and those around him. Here the magician,
before and after the faith, deserves a delay. The magicians before the
faith: “And when the magicians came to Pharaoh, they said: Will we
be rewarded if we prevail?" (Surah Al-Shu'ara, verse 41). The
magicians, after believing said: "There is nothing left; we are turning
to our Lord. We hope that our Lord will forgive us our sins, [because]
we were the first believers.” (Surah Al-Shu'ara, verses 50-51).

On the one hand, a complete understanding of this story requires
providing the ground for thinking and contemplation for the audience.
On the other hand, one must hear the tremendous inner transformation
of magicians from their language better to understand the heart and
soul of the audience. Therefore, the two factors that create negative
acceleration and constant acceleration (i.e., descriptive pause and the
scene of the play and dialogue) are seen more in this story. These two
factors provide the ground for learning.

The study of the narratology of Qur'anic stories helps its audience
to understand it better. We can expand the field of interdisciplinary
research and analyses of the Qur'an and narratology by considering the
Qurian as a literary text and applying contemporary theories of
narratology to it.
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