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The Action System of Kimiai's Cinema
A Review of the Movie The Deer and Crime

Yekta Panahpour!, Pakzad Yusefian*2, Seyyed Ali Asghar Soltani?

Abstract

This study examines the acting system of The Deer and Crime, made by
Kimiai. Although many scholars have considered narratives limited to
stories, and believe that these are the texts of a virtual nature, texts that have
their own actants, but the fictional nature of the movies that excite their
audience are full of the actants who have the power to change the status of
the stories from the balanced to unbalanced and vice versa. Every fictional
character has physical, psychological, and social characteristics, and makes
this character in the narrative context a dramatic character. In fact, the value
of each narrative depends on its latent beauties, and the right structure can
add to these beauties. So, understanding the narrative structure of the story
characters are among the most important points in literary studies.
Researchers try to explain the relationship between the fictional characters
through the use of semantics. One of the efficient ways of explaining the
relationship of the characters is “actantial model” developed by Greimas. We
have compared the actants of The Deer and Crime using the “actantial
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model”. In these narratives, the word “actant” goes beyond the fictional
character and ultimately, the heroes convey important social and moral
messages to the viewer with their death. The nature of these movies are
similar in illustrating the pattern of Kimiai’s thought before the 1979 Islamic
Revolution and the movement of the society to achieve a transcendent status
from the individual subject to the social subject.

Keywords: Narratology; The Deer; Crime; Greimas; actant.

Introduction

Kimiai's Cinema, in general, and the films The Deer and Crime, in
particular, are a good platform for narrative studies. The characters are
formed in an inseparable connection with their surroundings. Each has
a personal history in some way, and they act in their own social
contexts. To put it more clearly, each of the heroes of Kimiai's Cinema
is a character, a person who engages in actions or reactions in relation
to his or her indented surroundings.

While almost all of Kimiai's movies follow the principles and
structures of a single narrative, a closer look at the narrative elements
of this contemporary filmmaker's collection presents us with a kind of
narrative rotation based on which we have made the basis for the
present comparative study. A narrative turn, which, more than any
other works, has been shown in Crime. The present study is based on
the identification of this narrative rotation. A narrative turn the study
of which will be of considerable importance for the narrative studies
of cinema.

Research Question(s)

1. What is the analytical structure of the action system of The Deer
(1974) (movie by Masoud Kimiai based on Gerimas Actional Model)
like?
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2. What is the analytical structure of the action system of Crime
(2011) (movie by Masoud Kimiai based on Gerimas Actional
Model) like?

3. What is the difference between the two movies’ analytical structure
of the action system according to Gerimas theory?

Literature Review

Tajik and Ghahreman (2013) point out that the individual social
anarchism of Gheisar eventually finds the guerrilla image of The Deer
in the society of the late 1970s. Kimiai fills the horizon of his ideal
vision and justice with a romantic combination of sense, instinct,
theory, and pragmatism (Tousi, 2007, p. 26). The Deer was apparently
inspired by the Iranian society of time; a society that has a big gap
between the rich and the poor. Kimiai’s popular theme of forgetting
and destroying old values represents his central concern. He seeks to
awaken the people by bringing the hero consciousness and tries to
achieve this awakening by restoring his dignity (Tajik and
Ghahreman, 2013, p. 328). To be more precise, in The Deer, human
relations have been excluded from the realm of life and have given
way to alienation (Ghoukasian, 1985, p. 327).

Abazari et al. (2015) point out that with Gheisar, Iranian films
entered a phase of revenge. This revenge was presented in various forms
in the films that showed the Gheisar brigade. This article examines how
the movies act after Gheisar. The approach of this article in reviewing
these films is sociological. For the analysis of the films, a situation in the
narrative has been assumed whose imbalance makes the formation of the
narrative possible (Abazari et al., 2015, p. 127).

Methodology

The study borrows a descriptive method of analysis based on Greimas'
Actional Model.
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Results
The result of the study could be summarized in the following figures.

Sender Receiver
Fight against the Helping the
self family
Helper Opponent
(inhibitor)

Family

Mercenaries
Mother's

memories

Object

Deception of
Reza

Figure 1. Analytical structure of the action system of The Deer (1974) by Kimiai
based on Gerimas Theory
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( aorger )

Sender Receiver
Fighting Ghodrat
addiction actant request for
help,
Life without Seyyed
love (Fati) Drug Rasoul ;/

Opponent
(inhibitor)

Helper

Ghodrat

Fati

Object

Freeing Seyyed from

The gloomy
situation of

addiction

Figure 2. Analytical structure of the action system of Crime (2011) by Kimiai based
on Gerimas Theory

Conclusion

We conclude the movement and mythical self-sacrifice of Reza
Sarcheshmeh in Crime, despite the miserable condition of his family,
a transition from individuality to community and a perfect sign of
heroism. Comparing the heroes of The Deer to Crime, we realized that
in spite of the strong resemblance of Reza's character to Seyyed, he is
in a higher social status.
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