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Abstract

The oral tales of a nation are one type of folk literature. We can gain much
information about enthnic groups of a nation by studying the themes of
different narratives of oral fables. Taleshis are one of the old communities of
Iran. The history of Taleshi tales goes back to ancient times. Themes
construct the base of these tales and add attraction to these tales. The main
purpose of this research is to analyze the function of the themes of Iranian
tales in Taleshi stories by investigating and studying the existing written
resources. In this investigation, employing the descriptive-analytic method,
we analyzed the most important and the most frequent themes of Taleshi
folk tales in five groups based on a reliable index. First, we chose one
hundred stories from seven sources based on oldness, fame, genuineness and
a sum of 53 themes were extracted and analyzed. The classification of these
themes in different groups were based on function, type, and theme. In this
article, the most important and the most frequent themes were studied.
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Introduction

One type of the popular literature is oral tales of people. Studying
different narratives of oral legends through their motifs, we can gain a
lot of ethnographic information about them. One of the old people of
Iran are Taleshi people. The history of Taleshi tales is as old as
Taleshi people. What makes the main basis of these tales are some
motifs that make the tales much interesting.

The aim of this research is presenting a scientific categorization for
the motifs of Taleshi tales. In this research, we analyze the most
important and the most frequent motifs of Taleshi tales in seven
categories from based on Aarne/Tompson method of typology, using
an analytical-descriptive method.

Questions, hypotheses
The study seeks to answer the following questions:

1. How many of the most important motifs of Iranian tales can be
found in Taleshi tales?

2. How many classifications can be done based on the content of
the motifs of Taleshi tales?

3. What differences can be observed between the types of motifs
including lifestyle and climate condition in comparison with the
Iranian tales?

The hypotheses for the above-mentioned questions are:

1. It seems that some of the most important and the most frequent
motifs of Iranian tales exist in these tales and stand under the seven
groups including the tales of animals, religious people, magic, the
fool demon, romantic, continuum, and joke.

2. Four functions and structural elements can be considered for
these motifs; the tale maker element, the initiator element,
complementary element, and finishing element. Also, we can

186



Journal Of Narrativestudies
E-1SSN:2588-6231

Vol. 5, No. 10
Autumn & Winter 2021-2022

categorize the motifs based on their types into romantic, amazing,
epic, and dignity tales.

3. In some cases, there is a disagreement in the function of these
motifs. The lifestyle of Taleshi people is also manifesting in their
tales. In fact, people inspire the climate to create tales. To be much
tangible and understandable, for instance, if the events happen in
desert or jungle, they happen in jungle in Taleshi tales. For instance, in
Demon and his uncle, the boys go to the jungle and some events
happen there.

Significance of the study

In the case of this paper's topic, there has not been any research that
independently addresses the motifs of Taleshi tales, but there are other
different references in which the writer has done some studies in the
field of the motifs of folk tales and narratology at alrge; including:
Parishani and Shirbache (2009) in a book entitled Motifs and Elements
of Folk Tales, 92 motifs from the tales of different areas are studied
and examples for each of them are presented. Sadati (2008), in his
paper "Narrative Science of Hasan Kachal Tale from three point of
view = Vladimir Propp, Julius Grimas, Tzvetan Todorov", has focused
on this tale from three point of views.

Zolfagari (2006) studies the most important fictional motifs of tales in
papers "A Study of Famous and Mythological Pits and Motifs of Tales
about Pit in Persian” and "The Fictional Motifs of Bahram and
Golandam Saafi Sabzevari” (2007) and "Storytelling of Nakhodi
Legends" (2016).

Results and discussion

The Aarne content is based on Dewey Decimal Classification. It
considers a particular number for each type that includes subsections.
This reference included 2500 numbers in which there is a blank for
new types:
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1. 1 to 299 stories about animals;

2. 300 to 1199 stories with a special meaning;

3. 1200 to 1999 joke stories;

4. 2000 to 2399 series stories;

5. 2400 to 2499 unclassified stories.

Each of these groups is divided into smaller ones; for example, stories
with a special meaning have subsections:

1. 300 to 749 magic tales;

2. 750 to 849 parents' stories and historical figures;
3. 850 to 999 tales like short story;

4. 1000 to 1199 stories of the idiot demon.
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Figure 1. The Classification of 100 Taleshi stories based on "types"

53 items of motifs of Taleshi tales are extracted from seven written
sources and one hundred stories stood under seven categories from the
view of "type™ real and unreal animals and creatures, people,
common and unusual actions and events, concepts and topics, places,
number, magical and blessed objects. In each of these types, the
repetition rate of one motif seems to be more than others; for example,
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we have investigated the type of animals "jackal', the unreal creatures
"demon”, the people "king", the common events "hunting”, the
unusual actions “changing somebody into/ converting into animal”,
the concepts and topics "the experiment/ impossible condition”, and
the places "fountain”.

unreal S concepts &
creatures 5% R
8% 20%

® concepts & topics

= people

real creatur,
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= unusual actions
usual actions
numb = number
13%
people s real creatures
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Also we see 4 "function” of motifs in the following chart
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The most important motifs of amazing stories in Taleshi tales are
demon/ogre, elf, devil, fairy/ Simurgh, blindness and vision recovery,
understanding the language of animals revealing the secret by reed,
changing or converting somebody into animal, the birth of a hero,
summons by burning hair, feather, wing, etc., fountain, pit, well, cave,
magical items, tree, and curing an incurable disease.

In romantic tales, motifs of test/impossible condition, marginal
love, falling in love with photos, anesthetic drug, venom, bald,
hunting; in epic tales, wearing a disguise, dragon, travelling, being at a
crossroads, theft and robbery, revenge; in tales of miracles, vow, wish,
dreaming, curse, oath, epode prediction, and reviving have been used
more.

Studying one hundred Taleshi tales, we found that the impact of
climate condition on Taleshi tales is undeniable. An animal like jackal
has the highest frequency than the other animals because this animal is
found in abundance in the area and there are beliefs about this. Also,
the geographical location of these people has found its way into their
tales; for example, most of the tales occur in jungle, mountain, sea,
summer and winter, or some parts of this town.
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8. Theme
9. narratology
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