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Gypsies Don't Stay, They Always Go: Violence in
Laughter-Seller Gypsy
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Abstract
This article investigates different types of violence in relation to otherness

and perception of hidden audience about violence in the novel of Laughter-
seller Gypsy. Gypsies are almost absent in Iranian literature; being othered
and marginalized signifies the hidden violence obliterating their footprint
from literature. Laughter-seller Gypsy is one of the rarest novels
representing the strange world of gypsies. It narrates their wanderings, and
the violence they bear from insiders and outsiders. Violence can be found in
two dimensions in this novel: violence as imposed by non-gypsies on the
travelers, and the other type installed by gypsies upon themselves, which
reflects the external pressures. The author takes advantage of “counter-
storytelling” and uses gypsy narrators to make the violent atmosphere
tangible. Also, by breaking the clichés up, it challenges the black and white
image of gypsy characters. The dominance of the hierarchical system, racial
and ethnic discrimination, insults and curses, accusations, division of gypsy
and non-gypsy society, ban of marriage between travelers and villagers,
murder, plunder and torture are some types of violence in the
Akbarkermaninejad’s novel. This novel reflects the personal and social
violence, seeking its causes through a deep investigation, and develops
empathy of audience. Violence is a habitus for gypsies and they not only
don’t stop it, but also do it themselves. Facing the “cultural other” adjusts the
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violence of the later generations of gypsies, however, the new generation
with medial identity always remains in lower position. Although it has come
to the center, it has been pushed to border right in the center.

Keywords: Ali Akbarkermaninejad; gypsy literature; Laughter-Seller
Gypsy; minority literature; multicultural literature; violence.

Introduction

Gypsies are a marginalized group which is said to come originally
from India. They often do not get their basic rights like going to
school or being as respected as others. There are few stories and
literary, ethnographical, sociological studies in Iran about gypsy and
their narrations. In folklore and classic literature, they have been
described as chaotic, screamer, shouter, homeless, wanderer, and
kidnapper. So, their picture is clichéd, limited, and distorted in Persian
literature. Gypsy, Letter and Love (1994) by Simin Behbahani, Gypsy
nearby the Fire (1999) by Moniro Ravanipour, and Laughter-seller
Gypsy (2018) by Ali Akbarkermaninejad are some of Iranian literary
works focused on gypsy travelers. There are some indications of them
in great universal novels as One Hundred Years of Solitude by Gabriel
Garcia Méarquez (1967) and Barefoot by Zaharia Stancu (1948).
Laughter-seller Gypsy reflects the lifestyle of gypsies in southeast of
Iran, picturing a different image of them. In the absence of enough
information or grounded studies about gypsies, this novel can play an
effective role in introducing them to new generations. Indigenous
aspects of this novel’s first chapter, named Seilan, the Gypsy Girl have
been discussed in an article (Aghapour, 2016) and there is no other
analysis available on this book.

Research Questions
This study tries to answer the following questions:
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How is the reflection of various types of violence among gypsies and
non-gypsies regarding the “cultural other” in Laughter-seller Gypsy
novel?

How is the impact of violence imbedded in this novel on the implied
audience and shaping his/ her opinion about gypsy-travellers?

Literature Review

Zoka (1958) has a significant research about gypsies and their origin,
lifestyle, language, career, and customs. He discusses various names
of gypsies in different cultures in detail. Safikhani, Mousavi, and
Rajablou (2016) have a grounded research about the liminal identity
of gypsies in Tehran. They demonstrate the contradictory romantic
and dark views about gypsies of Iran. Asadollahi, Salahi Moghadam,
and Hosseini (2017) pay attention to the dimensions of violence
against women in Daughter of Dust by Wendy Wallace, and Gypsy
nearby the Fire by Moniro Ravanipour. They recognized four types of
violence in the novels: psycho-bodily, psychosexual, psychological,
and economic.

Khatibi (2018) shows the picture of gypsy in Persian literature.
Playing, drinking, stealing, wandering, and shouting are some of
features related to gypsies in Iranian literature, and among poets
Mevlana Jalaluddin and Hafez have a good opinion of gypsy.

Milani (1999) writes about silence of women and lack of their
voice in classic Persian literature and shows the efforts of women to
have their voice in modern literature. She focuses on the attitudes of
women poets and writers toward gypsies.

Glajar and Raduleseo (2008) are editors of a book about gypsies,
and they focus on important subjects about travelers of Romania,
England, and Russia and their share in literature and cinema of
different countries. Relation of gypsies with nature, nationalism, love
story of gypsies, Romanian Holocaust, and body and gender among
gypsies are the most important thematic issues of this book.
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Hasdeu (2008) discusses the representation of gypsy women in the
Romanian museums. She mentions that “other” is always gendered, as
indicated by Edward Said and Gayatri Spivak. According to her
research, the picture of gypsy women in the works of non-gypsy
novelists and filmmakers has been bolded, particularly in the
Romanian novels of the 20" century. Shahnahpour (2019) analyses
female characters in the novels of Ravanipour, Gypsy nearby the Fire,
emphasizing the representation of rural, urban, and tribal women.

Methodology
This study is an inductive research that has been done in the
qualitative paradigm and the descriptive-analytical approach.

Results

Violence can be divided in two categories in Laughter-seller Gypsy:
one which is provoked by the non-gypsies and the other which is
internal violence of gypsies inside their group and explicitly reflecting
external pressures. Hidden and obvious violence is scattered all over
the novel and the author benefits from the “counter storytelling” and
gypsy narrators to create a tangible experience of gypsy’s violent
society. Akbarkermaninejad describes the logic of this violence to
audience through empathible characters. Violence for gypsies is a
defense mechanism. Although gypsies of the novel are so
marginalized and isolated ironically as their court is even separated
from the non-gypsies in the after death world, they are not passive.
The main female character, Seilan, is the leader of the rural society,
and the separation of courts means gypsies do not trust and approve of
non-gypsies judgments.

The low voice of gypsies in literature is a reflection of violence
against them, so any narrative that focalizes around gypsy world, even
by demonstrating violent dimensions, is a favor to this group.
Laughter-seller Gypsy narrates the degeneration of gypsies in a 70-
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year period as well as their communication with “other”. Violence
evokes gypsies and is mixed with their emotions. They incite violence
just for not being the subject of violation. The novel balances and
changes clichés about gypsies for the implied audience. At last,
violence seems like a natural result of gypsy’s oppression all over the
century, as if they have no other choice to protect themselves against
harsh nature and human cruelty.
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