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Abstract

In recent years, narrative theory or narratology has grown enormously.
Narratology has been formulated by structuralists, and its purpose is to
identify the commonalities in a narrative. This word was first suggested by
Tzvetan Todorov in 1969, and has become an important subject in many
respects. In this study, one of the Zeller's plays is examined (The Father) on
the basis of Gerard Genette's theory of narrative. Also, the effect of time
(order- duree- frequency) on the dramatic text has been studied. We want to
show how Genette's theories are expressed in Zeller's play. It was shown
how narrative affects characterization and the other elements of drama. This
study is a descriptive- analytical one, and the documentary- library resources
and valid websites have been used for that.
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Introduction

Narratology, in the sense of narrative theory, makes narration the
subject of scientific research. Of all the narratologists, it was Genette
who comprehensively dealt with narratology more than others. The
achievements of Genette's theories are more fundamental than those of
his other narrative colleagues (Harland, 2017, p. 455) For this reason,
in this research, Gerard Genette's narrative theories have been selected
as a theoretical framework. The case example selected in this article is
the play The Father written by Florian Zeller. In this work, relying on
the elements of time in Gerard Genette's theory of narratology, we
reached a better understanding of the play. We aimed to seek out how
the elements of time (order- duree- frequency) interact with each
other. It was also attempted to see how these elements affect other
elements of drama (characterization, plot, etc.).

Background Research

The lack of research based on Genette's narratology in the field of
dramatic literature in Iran is quite noticeable. Among all the
researches, only two scientific research articles and four dissertations
can be mentioned. The first article is entitled "A Study on the Time of
Narration in a Play Called It Does not Snow in Egypt by Mohammad
Charmshir Based on the Theories of Gerard Genette", and a little later,
in an article entitled "Examining the Narrative Pattern of Time in a
Play Called Wedding Picture”. Finally, a play based on time in
Genette's theory was studied again. This article was extracted from the
dissertation entitled "An Analysis of the Narrative in Excerpts of
Chista Yathrebi's Plays Based on the Theories of Gerard Genette”. In
addition to the above, in three other dissertations, Genette's narrative
in the field of dramatic literature has been addressed.
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Methodology
The data collection method here is library method, and valid websites
have been used as well.

Conclusion

Anachrony is seen a lot in this play. The author has used repetitive
frequency in order to make the audience understand the main
sequence of the events. As a result of using repetitive frequency,
negative acceleration is formed. As we have seen, the elements of time
affect each other.

On the other hand, the repetitive frequency destroys the credibility
of the narrative, and the distrust of Andre's character is also shown by
using repetitive frequency. The distress of Andre's character is shown
by Anachrony. Also, we can clearly see the effect of the elements of
narrative time on the other elements of the drama.

This research is based on the narrative of Genette and according to
the definitions of the concepts of time element. We examined the play
in order to better understand Zeller's works and Genett's narratology.
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18. frequency
19. signulative
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20. repetive
21. iterative
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