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Little Stranger by Bahram Beyzai
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Abstract

The concept of war has been tied with the security and insecurity issues of
the involved parties. The war itself creates sub-cultures which influence
different sides of the society. The dominant code of a culture has a tendency
toward the center of Semiosphere. As much as this center is more
homogenous, there is more semiotic security of the subject as well, and in
contrast, more inhomogeneous center disturbs the relations of the center and
the margins and makes chaos. The involved parties of war may stand
continuously in such relations and endanger the security of subject. The
Iranian Sacred Defense Cinema which has been the image of the courage and
self-sacrifice of the Iranian warriors always portrays another concept of
disruption of the predefined dipole of the semiotic security/insecurity. How
the subject feels safe within the semiotic insecurity, border and chaos? The
aim of the current study is to find the narrative macro patterns of security
and insecurity in Holy Defense Cinema. How the linguistic
security/insecurity in Holy Defense Cinema encounters us with the semiotic
security/insecurity conditions? It seems the migrations during the imposed
war make different relations between itself and the other in the narrative
process like having no linguistic connection, imitative relation, and linguistic
link. To study them, a film by Bahram Beyzai has been selected. These
concepts happen in the different semiotic security/insecurity conditions. The
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other question of this study is the disruptive circumstance of the semiotic
security assumptions and specially passing from subject to non-subject. It
seems the concept of metalanguage and the perceptual relation of subject
with the point of attack of presence in cinematic narrative leads to pass from
subject to non-subject and the defamiliarization of semiotic insecurity
assumptions.

Keywords: Semiotic security / insecurity; sacred defense cinema; Bashu; the
little stranger; discoursive subjects; linguistic security / insecurity.

Introduction

Imposed war, in addition to invasion and defense, led to an encounter
between cultures and sub-cultures. Such a phenomenon changed the
dominants values, not only on both sides of the borders and chaos, but
also in encountering the sub cultures of one society. Now, when a
culture or sub-culture works as a sign within a process, we face a
semiosis which alters the security and insecurity of the subject. The
Sacred Defense Cinema, during the last four decades of its existence,
has shown several interrelations of the presence of subject in the battle
field, society, culture, and life style.

Objectives, questions, and assumptions

The aim of the current study is to find the narrative macro-patterns of
security and insecurity in the Holy Defense Cinema. In this regard, the
aspects of subject are studied within the security/insecurity linguistic
and semiotic conditions. Whenever, the condition of subject goes far
from stability and proximity to the prevailing norm at the center of
semiosphere to instability. Then, it will converge to insecurity. Given
that, globally, there is not a big difference in defense concepts and we
face a tendency to the center of signs codes. Now, the question is: how
‘Sacred Defense’ Cinema does work on the concepts which are getting
far from the center?
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It seems that in the Sacred Defense Cinema, we face with another sort
of relations of semiotic security/insecurity, for example, changes in
the narrative defaults, the way of encountering the subject and meta-
values which lead to getting far from the center. To study the other
macro narrative patterns, some films of ‘Ebrahim Hatamikia’ and
‘Rasoul Mollagholipour’ have been selected.

The other question pursued in this study is: how the linguistic
security/insecurity in the Holy Defense Cinema happens in relation to
the semiotic security/insecurity conditions? It seems that the
migrations during the imposed war make the different relations
between itself and the other in narrative process like having no
linguistic connection, imitative relation, and linguistic link. To study
them, a film by Bahram Beyzai has been selected.

Methodology

In this study, the Semiotics of Culture and the Semiotics of Subject
are implemented to investigate several roles and conditions of the
subject in the context of culture. Cultural semiotic is a sub-set of
semiotics which deals with culture. Here, the culture is treated as a
semiosphere, while at the beginning, there is no relation and language
out of the semiosphere until the matter of conversation and interaction
between the two semiospheres happens. Semiotics of Subject is a sub-
set of discursive semiotics, borrowed from Paris school of Semiotics
which studies several conditions of subject in discourse. Jean-Claude
Coquet, in one of his paper, presents three sorts of subjects and
according to those terms, he studies the discursive conditions. In his
work, he introduces subject, quasi-subject, and non-subject.
Considering this assortment and the aspects of narrative by Greimas,
we worked on security/insecurity in linguistic and semiosis contexts.

271



Journal Of Narrativestudies| e
E-1SSN:2588-6231 n—

Vol. 5, No. 10
Autumn & Winter 2021-2022

Results

In the current study, we encountered three macro situation in the
narrative and vision discourses of the films. In the Sacred Defense
Cinema, the default secure/insecure condition of subject mostly
applies to comic Cinema. In this Cinema, we mostly face distortion of
the default security, while in study of ‘Vasl-e Nikan’ and ‘Balami Be
Soo-ye Sahel’, the secure places, like home and city, change to
insecure places. The character of ‘Arefi’ in ‘The Scout’ not only
breaks this dipole of security/insecurity, but also he faces meta-value
and point of existence in the narrative system. Not only doesn’t he
converge to none-subject, but he goes to the transcendence. Besides
the subject roles in the vision systems of the films, we faced the fourth
macro situation version of the linguistic security/insecurity, and four
narrative systems of ‘Greimas’ in ‘Bashu, the Little Stranger’ in line
with semiotic security/insecurity. The characters of ‘Bashu’ and
‘Naei’ stay constantly in several narrative conditions and we can see
frequent views of the roles of the subject.
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