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A Comparative Study on the Mythological Structures of
Narration in the Two Movies, Batman and The Dark
Knight
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Abstract

Batman is a recognized modern hero, which has been the axis of many
narrations. Two examples of Batman's most successful narratives
are Batman (1989) by Tim Burton, and The Dark Knight (2008) by
Christopher Nolan. This article attempts to analyze and compare these two
movies' mythological structures by a comparative analytical method based
on the theoretical framework of Vogler's the writer's journey. This survey's
primary purpose is to find the differences between the styles of two
filmmakers in using the same mythical narrative. Tim Burton's Batman is
centered on photojournalist Vicki Vale, who investigates Batman's real
identity. Critics categorized Burton's Batman as a high concept film, less
movie than a corporate behemoth. In Nolan's The Dark Knight, District
Attorney Harvey Dent created an alliance to dismantle organized crime in
Gotham City, but Joker menaces them. Film critics considered it one of the
best films of the decade and one of the best superhero films of all time. The
film received highly positive reviews, particularly for its screenplay. Based
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on the analyzed data, Nolan has been more successful in shaping his movie's
mythical texture, which can be one of the reasons for admiring the film both
by critics and the general public. The twelve stages introduced by Vogler are
discoverable in both movies. However, as a movie in the superhero genre,
faithful to the ups and downs of the journey, Nolan's film has been able to
create a more engaging narrative for its audiences.

Keywords: Batman; The Dark Knight; Monomyth; The hero’s journey; the
writer’s journey.

Introduction

Batman is one of the most famous mythical heroes of the
contemporary era, whose narratives have been repeated many times in
comics over the past eighty years and have made their way into the
cinema.

There are many stories of Batman in the form of illustrated texts,
animations and films, two examples of which will be examined in this
article. The two screenplays that this article has chosen to analyze
their mythical contexts are: Batman (1989), written by Sam Hamm
and Warren Skaaren and directed by Tim Burton; and The Dark
Knight (2008) written and directed by Christopher Nolan.

Research Question(s)

The study seeks to answer the following questions:

1. How are different narratives about a character produced in a single
medium using the same materials?

2. Burton and Nolan have both used Batman comics, but why have
they come up with two completely different narratives?

Literature Review

One of the first structuralist classifications of narrative is Vladimir
Propp's proposed framework for folk tales in The Morphology of the
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Folkale (1968). Propp defines seven types of heroes in the fairy tales
that create patterns for shaping the narrative.

Later, other structuralists, such as Joseph Campbell, sought to
identify and expand these patterns. The most important theory that
Campbell has put forward in the field of narratology is monomyth,
which is described in The Hero with a Thousand Faces (1949).
Monomyth theory is based on the belief that all myths follow
archetypal forms. In other words, all world myths are essentially
multiple editions of a single story.

According to Campbell's theory, the heroes of modern narratives in
comics, novels, and cinema are manifestations of mythical heroes.
Hence, works such as Lord of the Rings, The Matrix, or Star Wars can
be considered as modern myths.

Lucas (2009) has studied the most important Batman stories in the
cinema and comics in his dissertation Beneath the cape and cowl:
Batman and the revitalization of comic book films.

In addition, Ford Thigpen (2017) examines the mythical structure of
some Batman comic strips in a dissertation entitled Batman as Monomyth:
Joseph Campbell, Robert Jewett, John Shelton Lawrence, Frank Miller,
Grant Morrison, Scott Snyder, and the Hero's Journey to Gotham.

Methodology
Christopher Vogler wrote The Writer’s Journey (1998) based on
Campbell's theories considering the requirements of cinema and
screenwriting. In this book, VVogler recounts the hero's journey in a 12-
step structure.

The present article tries to comparatively study the mythical
structure of the writer’s journey in two narratives focusing on the
character of Batman.

This research has a mythological approach, because the characters
of Batman narrative can be considered as modern mythical characters.
After watching the two movies and reading the two scripts, the
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characters were categorized and the stages of narration were
discovered based on Vogler's theory. Then, to achieve the result, the
two sets were compared with each other.

Results

The comparative study of Batman (1989) and The Dark Knight (2008)
reveals that the directors of the two works, each in a different and
unique way, have used the mythical structure of the writer's journey.

In Batman, Burton was able to overcome the fanciful supposition
of superheroes. He took off the Batman mask to reveal Bruce Wayne
and showed how an ordinary human can be a superhero. He endowed
the main character of his work with those everyday human behaviors
that superheroes such as Superman, Captain America, Wonder
Woman, or Thor previously lacked.

During the period of widespread advances in filmmaking
technology, Nolan turned to storytelling again and was able to do so
without sacrificing the audiovisual attractions. Nolan's The Dark
Knight is more popular with the critics and audience than Burton’s
Batman; and one of the reasons for this is that Nolan's narrative is
stronger.

Batman/Bruce in Burton’s movie is not a character who undergoes
profound changes. The male protagonist in this narrative lacks a great
spiritual transformation. The female protagonist, on the other hand, is
somewhere between a brave reporter and a helpless mistress. The
heroes' allies and enemies in Nolan’s movie have a more attractive
confrontation. Also, the stages of narration, such as the transition from
the ordinary world to the special world, the call to adventure, crossing
the first threshold, and the ordeal in Nolan's movie have been designed
with more precision and intelligence.
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