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Abstract

By adopting a semiotic approach to literary discourse analysis, the present
paper seeks to analyze and classify the underlying mechanisms of linguistic
and semiotic discontinuity in the literary discourse of “ Don’t Worry” by
Mahsa Moheb —Ali — the writer of forth generation of the Persian fictional
literature. Research method is descriptive-analytical. The author aims to
show how discontinuities emerge in this novel and affect the process of
meaning production and perception. Thus the main objective of the current
research is to respond to the following questions: 1. what are the major types
of discursive discontinuity in this novel? 2. What are their main linguistic
and semiotic functions? The results showed that according to the narrator’s
mode of presence which takes the advantages of existential regime of
discourse, it would be reasonable to investigate discontinuity under linguistic
and semiotic titles. Under the influence of existential and eventual-
phenomenal components of literary discourse, the main argument of this
research is to insist on this fact that fictional action has been marginalized
and occupies the secondary function and its output consists of semiotic
discontinuity with affective, sensible —perceptual, identity and existential
functions.
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Introduction

The most important difference between the structural system of
language which consists of signifier and signified relations and is the
main axis of the structural or classical semiotics, is the dynamic, fluid,
and phenomenal process of language which is based on the relation
between two linguistic levels of expression and content already
proposed L. T. Hjemslev in Copenhaguen school of linguistics. This
living and positional presence is directly responsible for the
production of meaning in discourse. Semiotic boundaries are
constantly revised by the discourse actor and are always transferable.
In other words and as (Shaeiri, 2009, p. 51) insists: "two linguistic
levels are the occasion for the actor of speech to take position through
them and to make sense through his point of view". This evolution
within structural semiotics paved the way for the semiotics of
discourse (Shaeiri, 2009, p. 53; Martin & Ringham, 2000, p. 54).
Therefore, in this approach, a dynamic and fluid definition is
envisioned for each sign, which is itself the product of a process in
which the signs are always interacting, challenging, colluding,
accepting, and rejecting each other. Therefore, the need for research on
the semiotic mechanisms and components of discursive discontinuity is
created in this work. Mahsa Moheb Ali is a writer born in Tehran in
1972. She began writing stories in Reza Braheni's workshops in the
1980s (Fuladi Nasab et al., 2015). Moheb Ali's works have often been
translated into Italian, Swedish, and English. In the present study, this
novel will be examined as a corpus of research for the semiotic analysis
of discursive discontinuity. The author examines and studies the
mechanisms and types of discursive and linguistic discontinuity as
crystalized in the novel by showing the discursive functions of
discontinuity in the totality of literary discourse.
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Thus the main objective of the current research is to respond to the
following questions:

1. What are the major types of discursive discontinuity in this
novel?

2. What are their main linguistic and semiotic functions?

Literature Review

In this section, the author intends to briefly present the studies carried
out in the framework of semiotic approach to literary discourse
analysis on Iranian fictional literature to examine the differences and
commonalities of each of them with the present study. It should be
mentioned that these studies have provided a rich background on the
study of semiotic correlates with the artistic and literary discourse.
Both theoretically and practically, it can go through (Sha'iri, 2002,
2006, 2007, 2009a, 2009b, 2012, 2013, 2014, & 2016), Abbasi (2001,
2010, 2011) and Babak Moin (2015) in a systematic way. Don't worry
is the story of perfect characters. By perfect, it is meant precise in
drawing the characters. In fact, Don't worry is the description of the
characters and the range of the book (character-suspension), which
opens up a world in which the characters are without a theme, and
vice versa. On the other hand, it is a character-suspense, bringing
together characters whose social nature institutionalizes the suspense
in the actor's work. In the present study, given the theoretical
potentialities of this approach in the analysis of literary texts, no
research has been carried out on the concept and the semiotic
mechanisms of identity and existential discontinuity at the heart of the
literary discourse. Therefore, this study is the first attempt in this
direction.

Methodology

In this research , the author has first investigated different types of
discursive discontinuities under the tiltle of linguistic and semiotic
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correlated of discourse.To this end and by benefiting from the
descriptive —analytical research methodology, the textual data were
extracted from the novel through a careful reading. Furthermore, all
the requirements of theoretical framework were fulfilled in order to
analyze and categorize different types of discursive discontinuities.

Results

A) Don’t worry, A brief history of the novel

There is going to be an earthquake in Tehran, earthquakes come and
go, the book ends, but the devastating earthquake does not come. Of
course, the earth trembles, the house trembles, the city trembles, but
nothing actually falls into its destructive dimensions. Families are in
turmoil or are fleeing Tehran or have taken refuge in parks and open
spaces. Behind these scenes of escape and displacement, a much more
devastating earthquake has occurred for a long time; no pillar of the
family remains, what remains is the ruin of human relations. Don't
worry is a cry in a dark and gray atmosphere of precarious
intergenerational relations and damaged human relationship with
society.

B) Different types of discursive discontinuity in Don 't worry

a) Linguistic discontinuity: This type consists of three major discursive
correlates called spatial, agentive, and temporal discontinuity.
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Figure 1: Discontinuity and continuity scheme according to Courtés (1998).

b) Semiotic discontinuity: In this respect and based on the textual
evidnces, the author has already categorized, explored, and
demonstared different types of semiotic discontinuity as follows:

1) Affective discontinuity

2) Sensori-perceptual discontinuity

3) Identity discontinuity

4) Existential discontinuity

Daseinl:

Chaotic atmosphere
of fanmly

Figure 2: Novel’s actor semiotic hole of indifference and alienation

307



Journal Of Narrativestudies| e
E-1SSN:2588-6231 ——

] Vol. 5, No. 10
Autumn & Winter 2021-2022

Dasein 2: The negation of Dasein 1
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Figure3: Primary semiotic jump of the novel’s actor
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Figure 4: The scheme of existential discontinuity in Don’t worry

By relying on the theoretical framework of the semiotic analysis of
literary discourse and relying on the textual evidence, we have shown
how the author-narrator (narrator) uses different semiotic strategies
such as discursive discontinuity and guides the reader towards the
reception, imperfection or delay of meaning at the heart of the literary
discourse. The present study has shown that the identity of the
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fictional subject is a disconnected identity in terms of existential,
sensory-perceptual, and emotional components. What has been
obtained from the semiotic analysis of this work can be used as a
method of analysis in literary discourse that explores meaning in an
interactive, processual, and fluid context that is the output of the
whole discourse of the literary work from different points of view. The
meaning that can be obtained in the form of discourse systems was
proposed in this approach as the existential discourse system. These
discontinuities have been divided into agentive, temporal, and spatial
discontinuities in terms of linguistic components and into emotional,
sensory-perceptual, identity, and existential discontinuities in terms of
semiotic discontinuity. The type of presence of the discourse subject
causes the narrator's identity to face all kinds of semio-discursive
challenges and deficiencies, and ultimately drives the narrator and
actor of the novel to the semiotic fall.

ree
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Figure5: Typology of discontinuity in Don’t worry
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1. Non ti preoccupare (it o/ < Negaran nabas), Cheshmeh Publishing, 2008

(traduzione italiana di Giacomo Longhi, Ponte33, 2015).

2. Post- Gremasian Semiotics

3. Actantial regime of discourse (Greimas 1966 & 1970)

4. Existential regime of discourse

5. Semiotic modes of presence

6. Negation and affirmation

7. Paris school of semiotics

8. . Du sens/ On meaning : Selected writings in semiotic theory: originally
published in (1987) in French, Translated into English by: Paul J. Perron and
Frank H. Collins

9. De I'imperfection (Vol. 2), Editions Fanlac.

10. Emile Benveniste (1902-1976)

11. Deictic expressions

12. Discursive conjunction and disjunction

13. J. Courtés

14. E. Tarasti
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16. Transcendental

17. Discursive discontinuity
18. Dialogic

19. Affective discontinuity
20. Sensori-perceptual

21. ldentity discontinuity
22. Existential discontinuity
23. Semiotic holes

24. Assertive

25. Modal verb

26. Semiotic jump
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