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Abstract

In this article, the narrative of The Cage by Sadegh Chubak is studied with a
descriptive-analytical approach, and the influence and role of the minimalist
literature in this narrative are analyzed. Then, the mentioned narrative is
investigated through the criteria set by Schoots for minimalist narratives.
The main purpose of this article is to show the formal and content roles of
the minimalism in The Cage narrative. The Cage narrative, with features
such as: limited volume, simplicity in the sentences and rhythm, the
combination of short sentences with long sentences, incomplete sentences,
realism, complex ending, high narrative speed, actors without identity and
originality, and discrete and discontinuous plot is identified as a minimalist
narrative. In the result section, it is shown that Sadegh Chubak describes the
questionable orientation of man towards living in his own wisdom cage well
and tries to reflect it in new and minimalist ways. With illustration of moral
deviation of the contemporary Iranian society, he seeks to prevent
transcendental and human concepts from more degradation. Finally, the
advantages and challenges of minimalist thinking and life are presented.
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Introduction, Aims and Research Questions

Sadegh Chubak, along with a number of prominent figures in
contemporary literature like Hedayat, Al-Ahmad, Golestan,
Jamalzadeh and Bozorg Alavi, looked for innovation in Persian
literature. He was impressed by the storytelling atmosphere of the
American writers, especially Steinbeck, Hemingway, and Falconer,
and used their writing techniques in his stories (Babasalar, 2006).

In this study, the narrative of The Cage by Chubak is examined
with a descriptive-analytical approach. The issue of research is the
role and influence of minimalism in this narrative. According to the
conducted research, this narrative has not been studied from the
perspective of minimalism. In this regard, stating the structure and
content of the minimalist narrative, some questions about minimalism
in The Cage narrative were pursued: What effect does minimalism
have on the speed of The Cage narrative? How does the minimalism
of the actors divert the narrative of The Cage from the structural path
they have? What is the role of minimalism in creating a rift in the
narrative of The Cage? Why does the plot’s minimalism destroy this
narrative? Then, we examined the aforementioned narrative based on
Schoots’ criteria, and the inovation of the article lies within the above
issues.

Literature Review

Regarding the research background, we can mention the following
works. One of the most important sources in this area is Passer en
douce a la douane [’ecriture Minimaliste de Minuit by Schoots
(1997). This book compares four works by Deville, Echenoz,
Redonnet and Toussaint. Small Worlds: Minimalism in Contemporary
French Literature, published by University of Nebraska, was edited
by Motte (1999). This work, recalling the role of minimalism, presents
the theoretical model of minimalist literature and refers to the works
of French authors in which simplicity, high impact, transparency,

420



Journal Of Narrativestudies| e
E-1SSN:2588-6231 —

Vol. 5, No. 10
Autumn & Winter 2021-2022

smallness of the work, and observance of brevity in expressing
concepts are well evident. Bedrane, Revaz, and Viegnes, (2012) in Le
récit minimal du minime au minimalisme, littérature, arts, media,
expressing the influence of Minimalism in art, cinema, theater, mass
media, etc., have examined the collective works of authors in this
field.

One can exemplify other minimalist works like Morphology of
Minimalist Stories by Jazini (2015), “Minimalism and the Persian
Literature” by Parsa (2006), “Minimalism in Attar’s Tadhkirat-ul-
Awliya: An Esthetic Strategy” by Salimi Kochi and Ghasemi Esfahani
(2014), and “Minimalism in the Modern Short Story” by Razi and
Rousta (2009).

Result and Conclusion

Analyzing the effect of minimalism on the narrative of The Cage by
Chubak, it can be concluded that along with the literature of the
Western countries, Persian literature has been successful in expressing
minimalist narratives and among various literary works including
poetry, novels and plays, minimalist narratives have had a profound
effect on daily life. In the meantime, Chubak, as a contemporary
writer, explains well the questionable orientation of man in living in
his cage of wisdom and has tried to reflect it in new and minimalist
ways. The reflection of this chaotic situation in society, which is due
to the man’s orientation towards the limitations of his intellect, has
never been so unprecedented. The application of modern technologies
in life, the promotion of mechanism and the development of urban
culture have created a cage that encloses the active and inquisitive
mind. In fact, the culture of minimalism, despite its many benefits
such as the increase of communication speed, high efficiency,
increasing the capacity of mass media, and the tendency to brevity and
simplicity, has challenges such as human confinement in closed and
confined spaces, diminishing emotions, and finally, it has been human
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inactivity that undoubtedly affects the functioning of the
contemporary human life.
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