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An Investigation into the Narration Process in One Thousand
and One Nights from Semantic Square to Tension Square

Fatemeh Dadbood!, Hassan Bashirnezhad *

Abstract:

This survey attempts to demonstrate how the perception-sense process
has been formed in the narration- process of One Thousand and One
Nights via the study of Action Pattern and Semantic Square to Tension
Square in order to find out how the function of story-into-story
narrative structure in One Thousand and One Nights has passed from
the Semantic Square and penetrated into the Tension Process,
transformed the discursive condition, led to produce the fluid
meanings, and ultimately made up the tension of the Extensity and
Intensity. In One Thousand and One Nights, everything commences
from a deficiency. The emotional crisis that made Shahriyar as a
vindictive actor appeared due to the external oppression, but the
narration process has begun by the presence of Sharzad as an
intelligent narrator. Narration has displayed its function as the
elimination of deficiency via the presence of the narrator along with
Shahriyar. The continual presence of the narrator with her purposeful
discourse has suspended the abnormal condition, and the narration-
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process has led to semantic transcendence and created tension between
the main actors. The disjunction from the revenge object and
conjunction to the valuable object that have reproduced the
relationship between Shariyar and his existence clarifies a new
movement and at last causes the transformation and reproduction of
signs. Shahrzad has transformed the abnormal psychic condition of
Shahriyar by means of the narrative language. Ultimately, the
injection of energy into the discursive space caused to change the
stable and contracted situation into the redemptive situation and
Shahriyar has been reposing on the new meaning of his life and
existence.

Keywords: Narration; semantic square; action pattern; One Thousand

and One Nights Tale; tension square

1. Introduction

Semio-semantics view examines narrative texts by using the
components of discourse systems and the mechanism of meaning
production. In fact, in this model, it is no longer possible to treat signs
as separate, isolated minimum units, or disjointed elements; Rather,
they should be studied from a discourse perspective (Sha'iri, 2009:
48). This paper tries to find out how the narrative structures in the
course of narrating the story of One Thousand and One Nights enter
the discourse and how the leakage of the narrative to the discourse
plays its role in suspending the action by Shahriyar and finally, stops
his primary action.

2. Literature Review

One Thousand and One Nights is one of the long and multinational
narratives in which the presence of a shrewd narrator is evident.
Studies of the stories of One Thousand and One Nights show that
these stories have had a tremendous effect on the treatment of the sick
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prince. Samini (2000) in a study classified the stories and narrations of
this book. Khorasani (2004) has investigated the morphology of One
Thousand and One Nights. Beizai (2016) has studied the origin of One
Thousand and One Nights and Zokhtareh (2018) conducted a semantic
analysis on the persuasive function of utterance in One Thousand and
One Nights from mortality to immortality.

3. Methodology
One of the most widely used patterns in the study of literary texts is
the Greimas’s actional model. This study uses this model to
investigate the movement of narrative in storytelling in One Thousand
and One Nights.

4. Results

It all starts with a semantic deficit and an emotional-inner vacuum in
One Thousand and One Nights. The emotional-internal crisis that
results from external pressure transforms the prince to an actor with a
prescriptive act of revenge and hatred; But with the presence of an
intelligent and sophisticated narrator (Shahrzad), the narrative process
begins and Shahriyar gains a better understanding of existence and
human beings, and this shows the leakage of the narration to suspend
the action. Using the language of narration, Shahrzad changed the
mentally disturbed situation of Shahriyar and finally, by injecting
energy into the discourse space, caused to stabilize conditions for
Shahriyar to face a new meaning of life and existence.
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