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The Formation of Characters and Their Interactive Aspects
in the Novel We get used to

Farzad Bakhtiari Markiye *!

Abstract:

The subject of the novel We Will Get Used to It is about family issues
and human relationships, which is shaped in the form of various
interpersonal social interactions. In this novel, in many cases, it is not
possible to understand the type and aspects of the characters'
interaction descriptions, which are the main factors in the formation of
the narrative. Accordingly, in order to obscure the aspects and levels
of interaction, especially the expression of dominance, the
relationships of the novel's characters have been examined from a
psychological perspective based on Adler's theory of personality. The
result showed that among the components of this theory, social
interest, lifestyle, self-creation and inferiority complex are evident in
the speech and behavior of the novel's characters. Supremacy is very
low, imaginative teleology is not observed at all, and the characters of
the novel fall into the types of "relier-relied", “socially beneficial™ and
"domineering-ruling"”. The protagonist and most of the actors have a
“relier-relied” personality; however, some of them eventually reach
the "socially beneficial” type. A clear example of the "socially
beneficial” brigade is Sohrab Zarjoo, and the only "domineering-
ruling" figure is Mah-monir. The character of the Ayeh does not fit
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NTo any of the types. On this account, the -avoidant. type 1S the only
character type not found in the novel.

Keywords: We will get used to it; personality types; dominance;
social beneficiary

1. Introduction

Fictional characters are intertextual agents under which the other
elements make up the narrative. Negligence towards the characters
and their interactions causes various ambiguities and improper text
interpretation. The author manifests many of their narrative
implications as characters; thus, the choice of characters is of special
orientation.

ZoyaPirzad is one of the contemporary authors who pays
significant attention to the characters’ indicators and psychological
texture and has created characters with specific psychological modes
fitting their role and position. The novel “We’ll Get Used to It” is
among her controversial stories in which the characters are complex
and contemplatable, and getting to know them requires psychological
analysis. The present article investigates, interprets, and classifies the
characters in this novel and their interaction to clarify the textual
implications based on Alfred Adler’s personality theory.

2. Literature Review

Adler’s personality theory inspects the human from his social aspect.
Contrary to Freud who emphasized humans' biological and instinctive
aspects, Adler believes that humans must only be investigated in
society (Adler, 1982: 35). The creative self, lifestyle, imaginative
teleology, superiority, feelings of inferiority and compensation, social
interest, self-awareness, and birth order are the basic concepts of
Adler’s theory (Karimi, 1389: 93; Arianpour, 1357: 29). He considers
four personality styles of dominant, submissive, avoiding, and socially
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USETul,_each having Specitic benaviors that are generalzable 10
fictional characters.

Pirzad’s stories have gained the attention of many, and a significant
number of articles and dissertations have been compiled concerning
their structure and contents. A significant part of the research on
Pirzad’s stories is concerned with her characters, which can be
classified into the two groups of feminism and psychological research
in a general classification. Studies of Taheri and LotfianAmirhidi
(2015), Arabzadeh (2017), and Ismailipour (2015) are among the
psychological studies, while studies of Nikobakht et al. (2012),
Pirzadnia and Mortezaei (2015), and Azimi and Mortazavi (2015)
have been conducted from a feminism aspect. None of the studies
have investigated the subject from the perspective of the present
article.

3. Methodology
Desk research was used to collect data and a descriptive-analytical
method was used to examine them.

4. Results

Study of the characters in “We’ll Get Used to It” indicated that the
most prominent components of Adler’s theory such as social interest,
lifestyle, the creative self, and the inferiority complex are identifiable
in the characters’ speech and behavior and have influenced the story.
Superiority is not among the dominant behaviors of the characters, and
imaginative teleology is not observed in the novel either. Besides,
most of the characters are “submissive” or reliant. SohrabZarjou is a
character that can be considered as a symbol for the "socially useful
type, and MahMonir is the only “dominant-ruling” character in the
story. The character “Ayeh” cannot be classified into any of the types,
and the “avoiding” personality type is the only one absent from the
novel. Overall, the women in the story have been portrayed as weak,
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reflant, and SUbMISSIVE, an € Presence of sonhrabZarjou can
ironically carry the important messages that the Iranian woman going
against the rigid tradition inevitably needs the support of the
patriarchal society despite her social activities to prosper her creative
self and social usefulness.
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