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Investigating the Feminine Language in the Novel The Birds of
September Written by Emily Nasrollah Based on Lakoff's Theory

Zahra Farid!, Roghayeh Rostampour Maleki*

Abstract:
As a result of profound social changes and the prevelance of feminist
movements at the end of 60th century, much attention was paid to the
differences between men and women

“Language” and “Gender” became one of the common concepts
among researchers in the context of sociology of language. One of the
modern theories in the context of language and gender is Robin
Lakoff’s — the famous Sociologist (1975). He believes that there is a
relationship between females’ status in the society and their use of
language. According to Lakoff, inequality between the male and
female's social status has also permeated into the language inequality,
which has resulted in the different speech styles of women and men.
The present article intends to study the function of language and
linguistic features of female characters in the novel The Bird of
September written by Emily Nasrollah- the Lebanese contemporary
author — based on sociolinguistic studies, in particular Lakoff’s theory.
To this end, at first, the data gathered from the story text were
matched with the variables of Lakoff’s language and gender theory;
then, the level of conformity of the novel characters’ language was
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evaluated through the criteria of teminine language and the author’s
success to create the language proportionate to the characters’ gender.
The findings suggest that although in some cases the linguistic
characteristics of women in the story do not conform to that of the
Lakoff’s intended variables in most occasions, there is a partial
similarity in intellectual or linguistic contexts. Meanwhile, the
linguistic and intellectual weaknesses among the females are more due
to imposing the deterministic laws on the patriarchal system as well as
the identity crisis in their second generation. The author has taken an
action to create the language appropriate for conscious female
characters, and conformed to the criteria for discourse of rural
women'’s society.

Keywords: language; gender; Emily Nasrollah; The Birds of
September.

The sociology of language, which is a branch of linguistics, deals
with the influences of language and society. It believes that "each
person has his own language in different social contexts and according
to his age and gender" (Coates, 1986: 4). It is believed that just as
language directs social processes, so do social factors such as age,
social class, occupation, and gender.

Great social linguists have recently studied and analyzed this issue
in particular. One of the most famous of those is Robin Lakoff (1975),
who proposed a new theory in the field of language and gender.
According to him, there is a relationship between the position of
women in society and the use of language by this gender, and any
disparity in the social status of men and women has affected the
language and caused men and women to speak differently. Language
as a social phenomenon has been used since the beginning of the first
human communities as a means to communicate and express thoughts
and feelings as well as identity-building components. Therefore,
language and society have always been mutually related. .

334



Journal Of Narrativestudies| e
E-1SSN:2588-6231 n—

Vol. 6, No. 11
spring & summer 2022
Research Article

€ nas TSt _pose € erm womens language in_nis_Doo
Language and the Status of Women (1975) and several other articles,
and argued that linguistic differences between women and men were a
result of social disparity and that their linguistic characteristics
reflected differences in role and social status between the members of
these two groups. (Modarressi, 209: 1393).

He has mentioned fourteen general characteristics in distinguishing
female speech from masculine one, which can be classified under
three headings: lexical signs, phonological and phonetic signs, and
syntactic features. Lexical signs mean words specific to women.
Words in cooking, fashion and decoration, emotional expressions such
as sadness and love are among these. Phonological signs also mean
more accurate and correct pronunciations and specific chain features
of speech, and syntactic-practical features include the use of
interrogative  sentences, respect, which indicates doubt and
uncertainty. (Najafi Arab et al, 1393: 123)

Using descriptive-analytical and statistical methods based on
studies of social linguistics, especially Lakoff theory and its variables,
this article intends to study the function of language and linguistic
characteristics of female characters in the Birds of Septamber Novel
by Emily Nasrallah, a contemporary Lebanese writer. Determine the
correspondence of the language of male and female characters with
Lakoff components.

The questions posed in this article are:

A) What are the effective gender indicators in the style of this
novel?

B) To what extent does the language of the female characters in
this novel have the characteristics of a female language?

The hypothesis of this article is that Nasrallah was able to maintain
his feminine style by using feminine words and semi-complete and
question sentences and succeeded in creating a language appropriate
to the characters' gender.
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related to women's interests and affairs, especially the frequent
repetition of the word house and room, the author has emphasized on
the role of women in rural society and the identity given by society,
doing home and family chores. Although idioms are not used much in
this novel, they are more common among women than men, which
shows that the author has not made his novel according to linguists.
The frequent use of color words on the other hand shows the feminine
precision and elegance as well as the partiality of women. Using
sensitization and mixing fantasy and reality, the author paints
meanings and words of color that this poetic application establishes a
significant relationship with the overall space of the story which is
based on fantasy and the female gender of the author. Also, contrary
to Layoff’s theory, it seems that the use of oath in this story is not to
express weakness, but to show anger and protest against a situation
that the narrator does not like.

But in grammar, the frequency of both interrogative and
commanding sentences is high among female characters. The
questioning itself is high among the characters, especially women,
which indicates the identity crisis among this gender. As for the
exclamatory sentences, although they are few in number, they are all
told in the language of women. Using a kind of exclamation, they
seem to express the dissatisfaction and protest of the new generation
towards their unknown future one in the context of the traditional
culture of the society. The author of this novel has been able to
preserve the components of women's writing to a large extent and to
present well the traditions of women in rural society and their
linguistic and speech characteristics through conversations between
women and women and women with men.
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