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Abstract:

To identify and understand the absurd works efficiently, we need to
realize the elements like the silence to recognize the theme and the
writers’ messages precisely well. Analyzing and understanding silence
instead of words help to decipher the richness of such works’
interpretation and criticism. The researchers have already strived to
work on various kinds of silence to picture absurdity in some selected
literary works of the world. In this study, the researchers have worked
on how these absurd writers and playwrights use silence as a means to
depict the descent, loneliness, isolation of individuals, and
demonstrate language as the cause of language deficiency for
expressing absurd theme. The body of research consists of four plays
entitled Waiting for Godot and Endgame by Beckett, The Room by
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Inter, The Cold AIr by PInera and a novel name € BlIind Owl by
Hedayat. The research methodology has been descriptive and the data
has been gathered through library research via Ephratt’s framework.
The findings showed that the silence taken from the absurd works can
indicate isolation, indecision, fear, aimlessness, misery, and confusion
that lead to nothingness (absurdity). The outcome of this research is to
achieve the diverse types of silence in Absurd Literary Style. Besides,
it identifies the thoughts and attitudes of absurd writers to employ
silence for demonstrating unarticulated parts of such postmodern
works. Relying on this element, the reader or audience can succeed in
comprehending the unstated words of these works.
Keywords: Linguistics and literature; literary discourse; narratives;
absurdity; Ephratt; silence.

1. Introduction

To identify and understand the absurd works efficiently, we need to
realize the elements like the silence to recognize the theme and the
writers’ messages precisely well. Analyzing and understanding silence
instead of words help to decipher the richness of such works’
interpretation and criticism. The researchers have already strived to
work on various kinds of silence to picture absurdity in some selected
literary works of the world. In this study, the researchers have worked
on how these absurd writers and playwrights use silence as a means to
depict the descent, loneliness, isolation of individuals and demonstrate
language as the cause of language deficiency for expressing absurd
theme. In the Absurd works, the use of language as a tool of logical
communication is missing. Despite being together, the characters are
isolated in their private world. They cannot communicate with each
other because language is not a means to help them communicate and
inevitably the conversation fails; therefore silence takes place. In this
study, the researchers strive to figure out that the functions of silence
can be different in absurd works since the essential factor of the
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apsurdity 1S the 1solation of human DeINgs. TNhe researcners Strive to
figure out how the writers of the absurd works picture the depression,
hopelessness and descent of human beings by accentuating silence.
Besides, they attempt to specify the subcategories of silence in the
absurd works based on the model representing eloquent silence
presented by Ephratt’s framework (2008).

2. Literature Review

The roles of eloquent silence in each of the six functions of language
in Roman Jakobson's communicative model (1960) are considered.
First, pause, being outside language, is differentiated from (eloquent)
silence, a means chosen by the speaker for significant verbal
communication alongside speech; it is not the listener's silence nor the
silencing of the speaker. Linguistic and non-linguistic contributions to
the study of elogquent silence are then briefly reviewed. Next, the roles
of eloguent silence in Jakobson's model are analyzed. (Eloquent)
silence, as a linguistic sign, conveys information in the referential
function (zero-sign and passive constructions); it is an iconic affective
way of expressing emotions (e.g., emptiness, intimacy) in the emotive
function. In respect of the conative function, (eloquent) silence
performs direct and indirect speech acts. Caesura, metaphors, and
ellipses are just a few examples of poetic silence. Silence is a means
of maintaining contact and alliance in the phatic function. The various
roles of silence in the metalinguistic function range from its being a
discourse marker to reflecting the ‘right to silence’ (Ephratt, 2008,
1903-1909).

According to Jakobson (1960), any act of verbal communication is
composed of six elements, or factors: (1) a context (the co-text, that is,
the other verbal signs in the same message, and the world in which the
message takes place), (2) an addresser (a sender, or enunciator ), (3)
an addressee (a receiver, or enunciate), (4) a contact between an
addresser and addressee, (5) a common code and (6) a message.
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ach factor IS the focal point of an oriented relation, or runction, tha
operates between the message and the factor. This yields six functions:
these six functions can be described as follows:
"(1) the referential function is oriented toward the context; (2) the
emotive function is oriented toward the addresser; (3) the conative
function is oriented toward the addressee; (4) the phatic function
serves to establish, prolong or discontinue communication [or confirm
whether the contact is still there; (5) the metalingual function is used
to establish mutual agreement on the code; (6) the poetic function,
puts ‘the focus on the message for its own sake' (Jakobson, 1960, p.
356) ".

3. Methodology:

In this research, based on discourse analysis, five selected absurd
works are classified and analyzed through a descriptive-analytical
approach and based on Ephratt’s framework (2008).

4. Results

In the absurd works, the words do not convey the meaning. Silence
takes place inevitably since the characters cannot communicate with
each other. Unlike emotive silence presented by Ephratt (2008), in the
absurd works anti-emotive silence is seen that depicts depression and
hopelessness that are considered the significant elements in the absurd
works. Besides, the characters unable to use phatic silence are forced
to have suppressive silence because they have nothing in common.
Silence in absurd works leads the characters to isolation and
loneliness, the basic features of absurdity. This paper indicates that
silence in absurd works has different functions and has a major role to
help the readers to decipher the richness of such works and succeed in
comprehending the unstated words in these postmodern works.
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18. Conative Silence

19. Non-conative Silence
20. Sanders

21. Beba

22. Referential Silence
23. Poetic Silence

24. Phatic Silence

25. Suppressive Silence
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