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Abstract

Ode as the main form of praise literature is one of the most common
propaganda and ideological tools of the power apparatus in the classical
Persian world. In ancient Persian literature, Farrokhi's poems, within the
framework of a poetic narrative, try to support the political discourse/
thought of Iranshahri, which represented the authority and legitimacy of the
Shah in a charismatic or cultured way; he is the successor of God, the
identity of the subject of "king - praised" representing the supposed authority
as a singular and divine concept. In this paper, the representation of the king-
praised as being "superman” has been investigate focusing on the semiotics
and lifestyle -taste- consumption in Farokhi Sistani's odes. The result shows
that the narrator of Farrokhi's odes, in his praiseworthy narratives, describes
the life style of the "king -praised" and his vicarious class as three types of
capital: "physical”, "possessive”, and "institutionalized social-cultural®, and
at two levels representation "direct" and "vicarious" consumption. The result
of this representation is the formation of the identity of the king- praised
subject on three singular levels of "innocence-immortality”, “possession-
incompleteness”, and "justice-discipline”. These cases, as the presumed
characteristics of the chosen or ideal king, were the political-sacred "desire-
expectation” of most of the "king - praised” of that time, especially the
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Ghaznavi kings, in which the ode has fulfilled a part according to its
hegemonic intention or mission.

Keywords: Ode; Farrokhi Sistani; political thought Iranshahri; principle of
selective; king — praised.

Introduction

Ode as the main form of praise literature is one of the most common
propaganda and ideological tools of the power apparatus in the
classical Persian world. In ancient Persian literature, Farrokhi's poems,
within the framework of a poetic narrative, try to support the political
discourse/ thought of Iranshahri, which represented the authority and
legitimacy of the Shah in a charismatic or cultured way; he is the
successor of God, the identity of the subject of "king - praised"”
showing in line with the supposed authority as a singular and divine
thing. This issue of Ghaznavid men, who were not very popular
among the people due to religious and racial differences, was of
double importance. Accordingly, they used self-proclaimed tricks to
legitimize their government and gain the desired image, relying on
teachers and poets. In this paper, the representation of the king-
praised as being "superman” relying on semiotics, and the lifestyle in
Farrokhi Sistani's odes relying on the ideas and concepts of cultural
studies indicate the thinkers interpreted.

The Theoretical Framework

In addition to the established elements of constructive identity and
class, there are fluid elements that are seen in the form of gestures,
actions, and assets in people's daily lives. These elements, which
indicate the taste and consumption of subjects as their lifestyle, play
an important role in building people's identities. To explain this, we
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can refer to the views of some thinkers of sociology and cultural
studies.

The discussion of consumption as a building block of identity can
finally be formulated from two perspectives and two economic and
symbolic-sociological categories (llmonen, 2014, pp. 71-73). The
economic view of consumption is influenced by Marx's theories.
According to him, goods have two dimensions. The first dimension is
called utilization and refers to its inherently real use. The second
dimension is the exchange value of goods, according to which goods
can be traded in the market, and this is what is necessary for
capitalism (Karrigan, 2017, pp. 65-66). To explain the symbolic
dimension of consumption that has a cultural aspect, we must refer to
the opinions of people like Max Weber, Veblen, Bourdieu, etc. Weber
has gone beyond Karl Marx's view of the “consumer motives" of
consuming goods, introducing consumption as a "cultural category".
For the first time, Weber, by proposing the term "life style", presents
the role of consumption patterns in shaping the statuses in his theory
(Fazeli, 2003, p. 18). One of the Weber's theoretical concepts is
"dignity". In his view, factors and criteria such as the attributive
resources, hereditary status, the acquired job position, consumption
status, and the purchase of luxury goods are important (ibid, p. 27).
Veblen also emphasized two key concepts about the relationship
between consumption and identity in his book The Lonely Class: a)
Consumption and ostensible comfort, and b) Consumption and proxy.
In his view, the person in the position of the superior or dependent
solitary class, though not working or not doing manual labor (as well
as showing the forms of consumption in a demonstrative way),
directly shows his ownership and wealth (2004, pp. 114-92). By
classifying capital into economic, cultural, symbolic, etc. types,
Bourdieu also shows how taste and consumption, as aspects of
cultural and symbolic capital, play a role in constructing the identity
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and class of individuals. According to Bourdieu's theory, people's
tastes are divided into four areas: nutrition, hospitality, body, and
exercise. Based on the differences and similarities in these four areas,
they distinguish three types of "class-taste™: a) upper class b) middle
class, and c) lower class (2011, pp. 130-507). Thus, in the upper
classes, there is a distinction between three consumption structures:
food, culture, and appearance, which include clothing, beauty care,
makeup, and domestic servants. Bourdieu also mentions the class
body and believes that the body is the most definitive material
realization of the class taste and manifests this in various ways (ibid,
pp. 262-263).

Methodology

In this research, based on cultural semiotics, Farrokhi's poems are
classified and analyzed through a descriptive-analytical approach and
based on some sociological theories and cultural studies.

Research findings and discussion

The narrator of Farrokhi's poems, in his narrations of praise poems,
describes the lifestyle of Shah-Mamdouh and his proxy class as three
types of capital: "physical”, "possessive"”, and "institutionalized socio-
cultural®, and at two levels, "direct” consumption and "vicarious"
representation. The result of this representation is the formation of
Shah-Mamdouhs identity subject on three levels of singularity:
"perfection-immortality”, "possession-incompleteness”, and "justice-
discipline”. In the characterization of Shah-Mamdouh's physical
capital, the listener / reader of Farrokhi's narrative encounters
indescribable or very beautiful faces, as if it were a manifestation of
innocence-immortality. Also, the living and non-living possessions of
Shah-Mamdouh in the narrator's report are so quantitatively and
qualitatively limitless that for the listener / reader, it evokes a kind of
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divine possession-imperfection. The level of justice is also formulated
as a kind of disciplinary action by Shah-Mamdouh on himself and
others in the form of various austerities and tactics.

Result

The king- praised, in return for receiving the two categories of
physical and possessive capital that he has received from heaven
according to the political view of utopia, has an appropriate obligation
based on austerities such as science, art, worship or prudence,
including just statehood, democracy, and adopts religion. Finally,
according to the above-mentioned commitments, which are based on
the poetic representation, all behaviors, especially the forgiveness and
inappropriate punishments of king - praised, are legitimized. This has
been the hegemonic function of the ode of praise and the subject of the
court's expectation of the eulogizing poets, some of which Farrokhi
Sistani has been able to fulfill.
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