Journal Of Narrativestudies| e
E-1SSN:2588-6231 n—

Vol. 6, No. 11
spring & summer 2022
Research Article

A Semiotic Analysis of the Image and its Narration in the Dual
Identity of Paintings in the Book Fatahnameh (British Museum
Version) Employing Derrida's Deconstruction Theory

Shahryar Shokrpour!, Fariba Azhari*?

Received: 09/02/2021
Abstract: Accepted: 17/05/2021

The book of Fatahnameh is a source in which two different cultures

and religions meet. This book provides an opportunity to discuss how - corresponding Author's E-mail:
signs and their meanings relate to each other in image. It seems that |fariba.azhari@yahoo.com
some of the visual cues used in the works along with the historical

narrative are important in determining the identity of the paintings. In

this research, an attempt is made to study and analyze the paintings of

the book of Fatahnameh kept in the British Museum with a semiotic

approach via the descriptive-analytical method using library resources.

In this regard, the focus of the study was to employ the deconstruction

theory in reading and analyze the drawings in question to understand

the dual identity of the book. The aim was to achieve an understanding

regarding the dual identity of the drawings in the book of Fatahnameh

and the relation of the drawings of this book with the pictorial

property of Safavid period painting. The factor or factors that lead to

the production of dual identity in this work is a question that is
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answered through the present researcn. Based on the 1indings of the
study, Pargon, narrative, visual cues, and texture are the four factors
that produce a dual identity in the work, and the role of Pargon and
narrative was the most significant ones.

Keywords: image; narrative; identity; Fatahnameh; Derrida's
deconstruction theory.

1. Introduction

A visual work of art is a range consisting of various signs. When it
comes to the identity of an image; The meaning of essence and truth is
the meaning of its signs. In addition to the signs, it is important to pay
attention to the historical narrative in the works and the confrontation
between the two may have been involved in the production of
different meanings and leads to the reconstruction of a different
identity. In this regard, the role of dual confrontation in expressing and
creating a dual identity in the book of Fathnameh is also a point of
discussion and strengthens the possibility of a relationship between
the two. The problem is the confrontation between the narrative and
the parergon as an external and internal factor in the painting. Jacques
Derrida is a theorist whose name is familiar to most people in the
semiotic debate today. He has developed the discussion of the
semiotic system. The aim is to achieve how to give meaning to the
dual identity of the paintings in the book of Fathnameh and the sub-
purpose is to connect the paintings of this book with the pictorial
features of Safavid period painting.

Research Question What factor/factors has led to the production of
dual identities in the paintings of the Fathnameh ?

2. Literature Review
So far, the study of Persian-Jewish works has received less attention
from researchers. While in this field important works are preserved in
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MUSEUmMS around the world. It Seems that the most Important problem
and obstacle is, to a large extent, the lack of familiarity with the
Hebrew language, which we also faced in the present article. Research
has been done on Derrida’s theory of deconstruction, some in the field
of literature and some in the field of visual arts.

3. Methodology

This research is based on Derrida deconstruction theory and with a
semiotic approach. This study seeks to achieve the purpose of the
article, 7 works of which are available in the British National Library;
It is examined semiotically.

4. Results

Parergon and narrative are closely related to each other and give
meaning to the effect. Consistent with Derrida's deconstruction
approach, with the difference between inside and outside of the work
that we encounter with the dual identity in these paintings. To be more
precise, here the opposition between inside and outside is tied to the
concept of Parrgon. Sometimes several parergon or complementary
pieces are seen in the work (Figure 2) and sometimes the parergon is
not part of the work and does not have an appearance in the picture
(Figure 2). Parergon's existence in Figures 1 and 5 has given them an
Iranian identity and in Figures 2, 3, 4 and 6, it has found a Jewish
identity.
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