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The Function of Religious and Ritual Metadiscourses
(Supportive Acts) in Expanding the Narrative; Case Study of
Iranian Folk Short Stories

Vahid Sajjadifar!, Mousa Parnian*?

Abstract:

Counter-discourses are supportive discourses with a structure
influenced by motifs such as: cultural, religious, ritual, and
mythological which support the core of the discourse system in the
narrative in various ways by creating semantic auras. Among them,
counter-discourses with religious and ritual motifs are among the most
frequent types of counter-discourses in Iranian folk language and
culture. Due to the direct influence of language and culture on the
narrative structure of Iranian folk tales, as well as how these
supportive behaviors work in folk tales, one can shed light on new
dimensions of the nature of counter-discourses and their role in
advancing the narrative. In this research, which employs an analytical
and applied method with a sign-semantic approach to discourse, an
attempt has been made to study and analyze the appearance and
function of religious and ritual counter-discourses in 35 short folk
tales from the book Gol to Sanobar written by Seyyed Abolghasem
Anju Shirazi. The results of this study indicated that 11 types of
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fEMQIousS anad ritual counter-aisCourses common In popular language
and culture are also reflected in these narrations, the principle of
action being the core of the discourse system in these narratives with
inductive (2 cases), positive (6 cases) and inductive-positive (3 cases)
functions, which give in general a particular kind of semantic support.
This study also showed that the counter-discourses of "sacred
numbers" and the counter-discourses of "repentance™ and "vowing"
are the most frequent and least frequent types of religious and ritual
counter-discourse in these narrations, respectively.
Key words: Narrative; the core of the discourse system; religious and
ritual counter-discourses; functions; short Iranian folk tales.

1. Introduction

Litarary discourse or dominant discourse system in Iranian folk short
stories is a worth action-oriented discourse system. In fact it is a
meaningful generality which is formed from a collection of
interrelated metadiscourses in action-oriented process of subject which
are formed based on a specific accessible object for the subject,
around the "action™ component, as the core of discourse system. All of
them, create a specific orientation in action-oriented process of
subject. But among these metadiscourses which form the worthy
action-oriented discourse system in Iranian folk short stories and each
of them, somehow, play a role in expanding the narrative there is a
bunch of pieces of speech with the function of supporting the core of
discourse system (action) in stories, that gain its supportive power
from religious and ritual theme and their primary origin is folk
language and culture and most likely, because of the direct influence
of folk language and culture in stories, it has been found in to the
narration of stories, too. For this reasone, awareness of the quality of
apearance, position, role and also types and ,functions, of this kind of
pieces of speech in folk stories which can be named as "religious and
ritual metadiscourse” with regard to their origin in folk language and
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CUITUTE, 1S an important Issue In tnis research wnicn 1S _presented 10
study for recognition the ,narrative, structure in Iranian folk short
stories.

Research Questions

According to the mentioned subject, this article will answer to three
main questions:

1. With regarde to the position of religious and ritual motifs in the
structure of commen metadiscourses in folk language and speech, do
these motifs have the metadiscourse function in Iranian folk short
stories too?

2. If there is this type of metadiscourse ( religious and ritual) in
stories, what kind of pieces of speech express them?

3. How this type of metadiscourse in these stories, support the core of
discourse system of narrative semantically?

2. Literature Review

With regard to done reseaeches and analysis, websites and various
scientific press, there is not any research in which the function of
religious and ritual metadiscourse in expanding the narration of
Iranian folk short stories be studied.

3. Methodology

The method of this research is analytical-applied method and also case
study in 35 Iranian folk short stories from the book of What Do Gol
Do with Senowbar? by Seyed Abolghasem Anjavi Shirazi. The
approach of this article is semiotics of discourse that trys to analyze
the quality of appearance, position, role, types and the function of
religious and ritual metadiscourse in stories.

187



Journal Of Narrativestudies
E-1SSN:2588-6231

Vol. 6, No. 11
spring & summer 2022
Research Article

el i

ZResults

The results of this research show that Eleven kinds of common
religious and ritual metadiscourse in folk language and culture that
have been appeared in these narratives, semantically supporte the
main action as the core of discourse system in these narratives with
inductive function (2 caaes), prescriptive function (6 cases), inductive-
prescriptive function (3 cases). It must be mentioned that the ordinary
semantic class (farmers, workers, beggars &...) and also the specific
semantic class (kings, ministers &...) have more benefited from these
metadiscourses. This research also reveals that metadiscourses often
before doing the action and of course beside the mere action, are
appeared. "Holy numbers" metadiscourse and "repentance and vow"
metadiscourses which are the type of religious an ritual metadiscourse
have respectively the most and the least abundance in these narratives.
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