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Types of Flashbacks in Quranic Narrations and Their
Artistic Functions
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Abstract

The sequence of events and their time course in the Qur'an is not
uniform; Rather, the past, present and future are combined and
sometimes changed several times in some suras. This preparation has
a high frequency for reasons such as educational functions, learning
lessons, answering questions and ambiguities, expressing moral and
religious rules, and so on. This article uses a descriptive-analytical
method to consider the issue of "order” in the "grammatical time™ of
Qur'anic narrations and examines the types of flashback and its
rhetorical and artistic functions. Return to the past In the narrations of
the Quran, based on the time of return, it is divided into two
categories, long and short, which in the first type is equal to the short
time of normal life and in the second type is beyond personal life and
related to creation. In terms of structural fit with the "present™ of the
narrative or description, this element is placed in two areas of co-
texture and non-texture. In all contexts, while telling a story, previous
events are referred to; But it completes the same story. In the field of
non-texture, sometimes in non-narrative and even narrative chapters,
events are described that are not part of the narration now and are
independent narrations. The leap from the origin of time is also
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formed in three states: future to past, past to past, and present to past.
The wide range of time, in addition to giving literary quality and
breadth of content and avoiding monotony, is an important factor in
understanding the appropriateness of propositions and verses and
creating a state of suspense and artistic attraction in Qur'anic stories.

Keywords: Quran, series of stories, return to the past (flashback),
narration, time.

1. Introduction

Flashback is one of the most accepted and widely used storytelling
techniques to create volume and prevent the occurrence of linear
narrative in the story. Bremon believes that in order to become a story,
it must be expressed in at least two different terms in terms of time:
"The subject of each message must occur at times t and t + n. What
happens in t + n is in fact the sequence in which it existed ”(Ahmadi,
2001: 167). According to Genet: "The story is a sequence of events
and the oral or written text is in front of us" (see Raymond Kenan,
1387: 12). He considers the most important issues that cause time
inconsistency between the two to be a return to the past and a
reference to the future.

Research question (s)

Analyzing the method of using the return to the past and its role in
creating artistic quality in the narrations and stories of the Qur'an is
the most important goal of this article and seeks the answer that:

How is the return to the past done in the stories of the Quran?

When narrating events, is time completely linear and without a sense
of the present, or are the two combined?

2. Literature review
There has been research on narration in the Qur'an. Including:
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Boyle Latifa (1396) has studied "An analysis of the structure of the
narration of the story of Jonah the Prophet in the Qur'an based on the
theories of Jarrar Genet". Baghbani (2016) has written the article
"Analysis of Narration in the Quran: A Study of the Logic of
Adjectives"”. But according to the search, the subject of this article has
not been done independently so far.

3. Methodology

This article, with a descriptive-analytical method, considers the issue
of "order" in the "grammatical time" of Quranic narrations and
examines the types of going back to the past and its rhetorical
functions.

4. Results

The chronology of Qur'anic narrations and the change of their
"chronological order" and their linear course in terms of time range
and amount are divided into two categories: long and short. In the first
type, the beginning of a century and sometimes thousands of years
goes back and describes topics such as the creation of man, heaven
and earth or the past of a nation. In the second type, time goes back to
a few moments, days or years. In terms of the appropriateness of the
events and subjects mentioned in Flashback, in the general structure,
two types of co-texture and non-co-texture can be seen in the Qur‘an.
In the whole context, the complementary events complement each
other and the parts of the narrative, and in the other context, the events
are described as independent.

Sources and references

Ahmadi, Babak (2001), Text Structure and Interpretation, Fifth Edition,
Tehran: Center.

Raymond Kennan, Shalomit (2008), Narrative: Contemporary Poetics,
translated by Abolfazl Hori, Tehran: Niloufar.
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