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Abstract

The contemporary era is the period of centrality of the Unknowable in
human life and experience of extreme fear. One of the most important
manifestations of this subject is modern fiction. In order to understand
modern man more precisely on the one hand and to properly
understand modern fiction on the other hand, it seems necessary to
analyze how these works are affected by the Unknowable. In this
study, by combining Ludwig Binswanger's Daseinanalysis and Roger
Fowler's linguistic theory, a model is proposed for comprehensive
study of the reflection of the Unknowable in modern fiction. Then,
according to it, the story ‘Picnic’ by Aboutorab Khosravi, one of the
major writers of our time who has a deep look at human being's fears
is analyzed. The purpose of this study is to investigate the origins of
fear in this story and to analyze the relationship between its form and
content and the Unknowable. This study is conducted using content
analysis method. It is argued that the narrator/ main character of the
story is trying to figure out the Unknowable in the visible environment
around him and experience angst in the form of fear of death. He has
fallen apart; his tormentors are fragmented pieces of himself. The way
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narrative components are picked and arranged clearly shows the
fragmentation of the narrator. Contradictions, repetitions and
ambiguities have removed unity from discourse and text. It could be
said that the Unknowable has seeped into form and content shaking
them to the roots

Keywords: Aboutorab Khosravi, angst, Binswanger, fear, Fowler,
Story of ‘Picnic’, the Unknowable.

1. Introduction

Nothingness or the Unknowable is the essence of existence; a negative
element that provides ground for the dialectical relationship between
existence and living beings (Boothby, 2016, pp. 230-232). As a being
who is aware of the interrelation of existence and non-existence, man
constantly experiences a type of fear called ‘angst’. Angst is a state in
which a person is aware of his own nothingness; that is, it originates
from the experience of the Unknowable within oneself. Angst often
tries to turn into another form of fear, that is, horror; because horror is
the result of confronting nothingness in a familiar or knowable figure
and therefore can be tolerable (Tillich, 2008, pp. 76).

Modern age has placed the Unknowable at the center of human life
for various reasons, including fading of religious beliefs and
occurrence of various wars. A significant part of contemporary fiction
in Iran revolves around modern man’s fears. Aboutorab Khosravi is
one of the prominent contemporary writers who has paid special
attention to this subject. Authors of this article chose the story
"Picnic” from one of his best collected short stories called Ketab-e-
Viran and analyzed the relationship between its form and content and
the Unknowable. This analysis is done by combining the opinions of
Ludwig Binswanger and Roger Fowler, who are among the most
important theorists in the field of fear and narrative respectively.
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Research Questions

1. Where does fear originate from in the story "Picnic"?

2. In which components of the form and content of the story is the
Unknowable represented? How?

3. Are the form and content of the story compatible with each other
and can the form of the narrative be considered as a manifestation of
the main character’s fear?

2. Literature Review

No research is devoted to investigating the Unknowable in Aboutorab
Khosravi’s works so far. Only Souri (2015) has taken a brief look at
some themes related to fear in the stories of this author and their
background in Iran and the West. Researches based on psychoanalysis
and existential philosophy are among the closest researches to this
article. The central point about most of the related researches is their
reductionist approach in analyzing fear. This article is the first
research that proposes a comprehensive model to investigate the
relationship between modern fiction and the Unknowable.

3. Methodology

This study is conducted using content analysis method. After studying
the works of more than thirty of the most important thinkers in the
field of fear, the authors found Ludwig Binswanger's Daseinanalysis
suitable for investigating the reflection of the Unknowable in modern
fiction. To clearly explain the subject and maintain structural
coherence of the research, the studied elements are extracted based on
Roger Fowler's linguistic theory as one of the most comprehensive
theories of narrative.
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4. Results

Investigating fear in the story "Picnic” shows that the main character
has fallen apart under the pressure of angst. The most important
indication of this subject is his feeling of being surrounded by
countless doubles. He also experiences his angst in the form of fear of
death and external threats. Another important finding is that there are
features in other levels of the story (discourse and text) which reflect
the invasion of the main character’s existence by the Unknowable.
Distorted temporal and spatial perspective, language disturbance and
disorder in the coherence of the story are among them.
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