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Abstract

After the appearances of structural linguistics in various fields of arts
and human science and then to arise of the poststructuralist
approaches, appear the new approach to narrative analysis. In study of
narrative, narrative discourse analysis, through the discussion of
discourse analysis, has an important position. Discourse theory of
Laclau and Mouffe (known as Discourse theory) is one of the methods
of discourse analysis. This article analysis two Iranian movies via
Laclau and mouffe's method. In these movies the discourse of "the
Past as problematic matter" is bolded. This discourse exists in
contemporary works seriously and explain approach of the lIranian
middle class to the Past and his communication with the present.
Movies, usually product from middle class for to use in the same
class. Therefore analysis of these works help us for to cognition of
discourse of this class in contemporary era. In these movies, behavior
of characters shows various discourse that all that represent a special
types of the Past reference. This article via discourse analysis study,
division and analysis the result of those discourses.
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1. Introduction

Examining narrative texts with discourse analysis-based approaches
can contribute to representing and explaining text themes that are
often not presented explicitly, especially in artistic texts. The more
artistic the text, the more complicated its themes are presented in a
network of signs. So, the signs in such texts should be carefully
examined to analyze their discourse. The concept and definition of the
past, how to deal with it, and the methods of its representation are
among the most important thematic components of Iranian narratives
in recent decades. One of the most effective approaches to examining
this concept in such texts is Laclau and Mouffe's discourse theory. In
this study, the ways of referring to the past in two Iranian movies "What's
the Time in Your World?" (dar donyaye to saat chand ast) and "A
Dragon Arrives" (Ejhdeha vared mishavad) are examined. These movies
are chosen because of their importance from the point of view of critics,
the attention to them in specialized international film festivals, and the
seriousness of the No of the past in them. In this study, an attempt is
made to analyze the discourse of these two cinematic narratives by
examining the signs in them. In these texts, the past of the characters is
problematic in the present. This situation is an allegory of the cultural
traditions of a society where there is a gap between the past and the
present, and this gap has become problematic. One of the foundations of
the identity crisis in today's Iranian society can be studied by examining
and understanding this gap.

Questions

The study questions are as follows: The past is reviewed in movies
with what discourses? How can the past discourses be analyzed with
the middle social classes of Iran based on Laclau and Mouffe's
discourse theory? How can the relationship between the past and the
present be explained in the reviewed texts?

2. Literature Review
Ravdarad and Soleimani (2011) conducted a study titled
"Representation of “religious experience” discourses in Iranian
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Cinema after the Islamic Revolution™ and examined three movies with
this theory. This is one of the few studies that examine narrative texts
using this approach. In a study titled Representation of Modern
Middle-Class Identity in Mostafa Mastoor's Letters (Discourse
Analysis of the Novels: Pig Bone and Leper Hands and 1 Am Not
Sparrow), Hosseini and Talebian (2013) investigated the discourses of
the Iranian middle class through novels using the capacities of this
theory.

Some studies investigated media tools using Laclau and Mouffe's,
such as A Discourse Analysis of Manoto Tv Channel Programs (2015)
and Critical Discourse Analysis of Cultural and Political Messages
Displayed on the Billboards of Tehran Municipality (2020). In the
former, a television channel and its various identities and discourses
are examined. The latter investigates the discourses of the billboards
of Tehran Municipality.

3. Methodology

The main idea behind discourse theory is that social phenomena are
never complete and that meanings can never be fixed forever. This
situation paves the way for constant conflicts over the definitions of
society and identity. This has certain implications. The analyst must
show the currents from which these conflicts over establishing the
meaning have been derived (Jourgensen and Phillips, 2018: 53-54).
Discourse theory has its theoretical foundations in structuralist and
post-structuralist studies aside from Marxism. In discourse theory,
concepts become meaningful in conflicting discourses rather than in a
common language just as Saussure argues that signs become
meaningful in a system and through comparison with other signs.
Every act or phenomenon must be discoursive and placed in a specific
framework to become meaningful. The theory treats a large group of
linguistic and non-linguistic data as text (Moghadami, 2011: 94).
Discourse theory has several basic concepts that are considered based
on the analyzed texts. These concepts include discourse, articulation,
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hegemony, element, moment, nodal point, the field of discursivity,
identity, antagonism, and chain of equivalence.

4. Conclusion

In this study, six discourses were identified after the analysis of the
texts studied. By analyzing these discourses, the Iranian society's
views on the past can be divided into four general categories as
follows:

Idolatrous discourse and Ideological discourse are usually found in
a class for which the present, modern, and contemporary concepts
have no special meaning. As discourse subjects, the characters of such
narratives are accustomed to traditional thoughts and search for their
identity and ideals there.

Elimination discourse. In this discourse, the tension between the past
and the present is obvious. The subjects of such a discourse find the
past so disturbing that they try to eliminate it in any way. However,
this elimination is not total, and part of it is often overlooked. This
discourse is characterized by an open antagonism between past and
present identities.

The discourse of despair and discourse of secrecy are discourses is
characteristic of a class for which the charms of the past are preserved
despite familiarity with the modern world, and the past usually
prevails in the choice between these two discourses.

The discourse of the past as an object. In this discourse, there is a
kind of awareness of the past and present and how they have evolved.
This awareness, which is often free of bias and prejudice, makes the
position of the discourse subject as a contemporary human being and
what it has clear. The subjects of such a discourse develop a suitable
future with correct knowledge of the past and present. The class
identified by this discourse pays attention to the traditions and ethnic
characteristics of nations in addition to the requirements of the modern
world.
4
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