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Abstract

Content analysis of textbooks, with the approach of discourse
semantics, is a suitable method for understanding how to choose and
use stories and narratives at every level of education to familiarize
children with discourse systems in life. In the current research, by
using the “Paul Ricoeur model”, the narrative identity of two stories
from the “Khondan” books of fourth and fifth graders of Iran in 2018-
19, which were selected by purposeful sampling, were analyzed. The
research method in the present study is descriptive-analytical. The
main questions of the present research are: 1- Which functions and
characteristics of the semantic sign of the discourse is subject to the
emotional process in the stories? 2- How is the emotional and moral
influence as well as belief in the other formed? In these stories, it is
the individual's identity, which according to the preservation of the
national identity, values and patriotism, based on the author's
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discourse systems, directs the character of the stories towards the
rebellion of altruism, patriotism and individual identity. The process
of nostalgia in this study, is changing during two stages from the
tension crisis to the aesthetic system. The main goal of this research is
the comparative analysis of textbook stories based on nostalgia, in
order to teach the sense of patriotism, strengthen self-confidence and
national identity in children.

Keywords: identity, discourse semantics, cultural semantics, nostalgia

1. Introduction

The sign of discourse semantics provides a tool for scholars and
researchers to analyze the story with a new reading and a new
style.The issue in this study is to find out a comparative study of
nostalgia in the textbooks of Iran's elementary school, then its effect
that causes the growth and development of the child's self-awareness
(expression of existence in collective situations), adaptation to the
society (awareness of the values and culture of sociability, patriotism)
and establishing a balance between emotions (thrills away from
family, homeland, friends, etc.) and actions (achieving realism,
positive thinking, trying to reach the destination and goal).

Research Question(s)

1- How is the emotional and moral influence as well as belief in the
other formed in the stories of the fourth and fifth grades of Iranian
schools?

2- Which functions and characteristics of the semantic sign of the
discourse is the emotional process in the stories?

2. Literature Review

The sign of discourse semantics provides a tool for scholars and

researchers to analyze the story with a new reading and a new style. In

semantic signage, unlike classical semantics, signs are given the

opportunity to be signified again. And from the usual signs that have a
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common and repetitive function, they become new signs with an
aesthetic and unexpected function.(Shairi & Vafaee, 2009: 6-1)

3. Methodology

In this study, using the “Paul Recoeur” semantic sign model, we
analyze the validity of textbooks in Iran “Bekhanim” textbooks in
elementary school that published between 2018-19 years,and explain
the types of discourse systems. Out of 20 stories analyzed, 2 stories
from both books were selected by purposive sampling.

4. Results

A large part of the path of emotional and social development of people
is formed in their early childhood. Emotional development includes
different dimensions. Iran is an Islamic country with religious
teachings and has a national identity and preservation of patriotic
values. A comparative study of the process of nostalgia in the stories
of the book "Let's Read" in the fourth and fifth grade of elementary
school shows that the narratives of the school books are chosen based
on the preservation of these values. The comparative study of the
process of nostalgia in the stories of the fourth and fifth graders’ books
shows that the narratives of the school books are chosen based on
preserving these values. The purpose of these stories is to develop
individual identity in children, to preserve national values, and to
develop children's social-emotional skills with the help of discourse
systems. In the stories of the book let's read at the elementary level,
the author directs the characters of the stories towards altruism,
patriotism and individual identity. The culture of one's own and the
other's culture can be changed in the sphere of guest and host.
Considering the preservation of the national identity of one's own
culture It remains and does not transform into another, and this
indicates a bias towards transpersonal values. The process of nostalgia
in this story is changing during two stages from a tension crisis to an
aesthetic system.
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