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In this study, the movie “Father’s Home” (2010) directed by Kianoosh
Avyari will be criticized based on Greimas’ actantial discourse. The
main goal of this article is finding Greimas’ intended narrative
structures so as to define the extension of signification process in the
movie. In this survey, the adopted methodology is discourse analysis
through semiotic approach. A movie has a linear narrative sequence
and the main element of the narrative is the story of secret murder of a
family’s young daughter by her father which represents an image of
family violence against Iranian women. The actantial discourse regime
of the movie revolves around actions of women in an Iranian family in
few generations from 1922 to 1992. These women initiate a
disciplined effort in their chains of promise, enforcement and
detachment so as to counter the patriarchal culture of the community
and achieve their value object as modern human beings. The value
object is relative independence and confirmation of female identify
and agents of catalysis and stasis in their own turn facilitate or
challenge the protagonists’ action. Following the critical analysis of
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the movie, it was concluded that signification process based on
Greimas’ actantial discourse has been well demonstrated in the movie
“Father’s Home”. Based on this pattern, confirmation of female
identity as a value object was demonstrated in five sequences with
different activists, imposers and recipients of actions.

Keywords: narrative analysis, Father’s Home, actantial discourse
regime, Greimas, Kianoosh Ayari.’

1. Introduction

The Paternal House if one of the best films in the history of Iranian
cinema. The film testifies to the fact that in addition to cultural
backwardness, what Iranian women have to endure is the result of
their own apathy and fears which have kept them from trying to gain
their rights, to develop, to free themselves from the black shadow of
oppression and to escape the tyranny of tradition and prejudice.

The question of this study is whether or not the actants in this film
can resolve the problem or the challenge of inequality between men
and women. Therefore, the value system in this film is the equality
between men and women in the society. The active women in the film
gradually learn that they have to fight for gaining their value objects
and for the confirmation of their human condition in order to move
from a negative condition to a positive one.

Research Questions:
- Based on Greimas’ theory of actantial discourse system, what are the
sequences of the film and its actants?

- Which of the three chains of performative, contractual and
disjunctive do exist in the film?

2. Review of Literature
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There are many researches in different literary and art fields about
Greimas’ theory of actantial discourse system; however, no research
has been undertaken about the film in question.

3. Methodology

Narratology, according to Makaryk (2006, 149) is a collection of
general statements about narrative genres, systems dominant in the
narratives (story-telling) and the structure of the plot. The most
important concern of the narratologists is to identify the semiotic
principles of the text based on which characters, the setting and the
incidents are combined, ingrained and modified in order to create
specific narrative texts (Safi-Pirloujeh and Fayyazi, 2008: 144).

Greimas’ actantial discourse system includes:

1. Actant + value object: The actant is the central element of the
action. The value object is something which the actant is trying to
reach. The value object has a vital role and all the other actants
revolve around it (Bertens, 2005: 85).

2. Sender + Passive: The sender is someone or something which
sends the actant after the value object and eventually, it is the passive
who benefits from the act.

3. Helper + Opponent: The helper is someone who helps the actant
in reaching the value object; and the opponent prevents the actant in
reaching it (Karimi-Firuzjaei et al, 2019: 16). The relationship
between the helper and the opponent is governed by power relations.

Greimas identifies three separate chains in narratives, too:

a. The performative chain (tests and fights): In this chain, the
actant, the sender, the receiver, the helper and the opponent are
present with a plan which is programmed previously and the plot of
the narrative is shaped according to it.

b. The contractual chain (making and breaking contracts): A
contract is something that is made between the actant and a higher
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power; and they usually acquire the roles of the receiver and the
sender too.

c. The disjunctive chain (departures and returns): In here, too, the
active actant has the main role in advancing the chain (Atash-Souda
and Nekuei, 2017: 6).

4. Discussion

The first sequence: The actant in this sequence (Molouk) is not able
to maintain even her basic human rights (the right to live) due to the
incorrect dominant culture of the society and the value object of the
film is lost in the dark shadow of the dominance of men in the family.
The opponents (the men of the family) succeed in the cold-blood
murder and burial of Molouk before the mother (the helper who
arrives very late) comes to the scene.

The second sequence: In this sequence, the writer creates the plot
of the narrative by implementing a network of causes and effects.
When the mystery of Molouk’s murder is revealed, the mother dies
instantly. This is an indication of the strong desire of women to get
their rights as actants and to establish their human identity as their
value object. The senders are the women of the family and the
passives are also the women of the family and all the future women in
Iran.

The third sequence: The actant in this sequence is Sakineh and the
agent and sender of her actions are, in addition to her desire to get her
rights and to establish her human identity, the patriarchal culture. the
opponent is Sakineh’s father and the helpers are her mother, the aunt
and Sakineh’s brother.

The fourth sequence: In this sequence, Robabeh as the actant has
achieved intellectual, social and financial independence and has had a
relative success in achieving the value object which was inaccessible
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to women in the three previous sequences. At the end of this sequence,
when we see a father swinging his daughter, a postaction motif reveals
itself: a fathers of the new generation who is supportive of his
daughter.

The fifth sequence: In this sequence, the actant is Maryam, an
independent woman who rebels after becoming aware of the secret of
Molouk’s murder. In this final sequence, the opponent is interestingly
absent and the paternal house, the symbol of patriarchy, is in ruins and
the swing in the middle of the yard, as the symbol of women’s
abeyance, is empty which means women’s relative achievement of
human independent identity as the value object.

Analyzing the three chains:

The contractual chain: Through the story of the film, not only the
living women of the family, but also the murdered young woman, play
the role of helper for the heroin. Therefore, all these women have
pledged with each other to fight for their social and human rights.

The performative chain: In this film, men with patriarchal opinions
create tests and fights and motivate knots so that the actants deal with
them to reach thier goal. The actant and the heroin of this story is the
concept of “womanhood” which is changing and updating from one
generation to the next.

The disjunctive chain: “Woman” evolves and is empowered in each
sequence of this story and becomes an agent for the advancement of
women in the next generations.

5. Conclusion

The dominant discourse in the film The Paternal House is actantial
and following a plan and a predetermined target. The actants in the
film attempt with vigor to change the unfavorable condition to their
favorable condition; and eventually, with the help of helpers, gain
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victory over the opposite force and achieve their value and identity as
independent human beings.

Throughout the plot, the actant (“womanhood” in the form of
Molouk, Reihaneh, Sakineh, Robabeh and Maryam) act in a special
order in the performative, contractual and disjunctive chains to solve a
problem (not having independence and social status). They attempt to
achieve a certain goal which is the value object (establishing women’s
identity as independent human beings).

Change in the status of women is the most important theme of this
film. Apparently, this change happens in the structure of the film; but
in actuality, the change starts from the actants (both the actants and the
opponents are in the process of change) and this is expanded to
discourse and even the opinions of the audience.

The dominant action in the beginning of the film is the men’s
action but gradually and over time, with the intellectual and social
growth of women, men’s action turns into a defeated action.

In these patterns, the quintuplet narratives of the film are similar in
their deep structures and reveal the process of the evolution of social
and familial actions of women to achieve their final goal.

Keywords: narrative analysis, The Paternal House, actantial
discourse model, Greimas, Kianoosh Ayari
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Narratology
Narrativity

Plot

Narrative writing
Roland Barthes
C. Bremond

G. Genette

8. A. J. Greimas
9. Tzvetan Todorov
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11.
12.
13.

. F. D. Saussure
Linguistics
Semiology
Compsition

. Ingrained

. Changing

. Narrative analysis
. Action

. Sign-semantics
. Action discourse system
. Sequence

. Actant

. Sensemaking
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. Actor
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. Passive

. Helper

. Opponent

. Performative

. Contratual

. Disjunctive

. Prescription
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35. Interactif
36. Preaction
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38. Synchronic
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