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Abstract

This paper examines the role of the implied child-reader in the children’s
narrative fiction, based on the narratological model, especially the
Chambers’s model. This highlights some crucial questions. First, there are
no clear-cut definitions by the theorists for the particular kinds of readers.
Second, there is no distinguishable difference between the real and implied
readers. Third, what are the differences and similarities between the real
readers and narrative audiences or at best, narratees? Forth, if the implied
reader remains a concept in the mind of the real author, is it necessary to be
taken into account at all? Fifth, does the real author just deal with one reader
to make out of it an ideal picture in the mind? Sixth and not least, due to
such challenges, how is it possible to talk about the concept of the child as
an implied reader? This paper aims to redefine and conceptualize the concept
of the implied reader in the children’s narrative fiction, giving a new, much
more complete version of that concept through modifying the narrative
communicative model, and finally adding the child-implied reader as a new
necessary component to that model. This said, the child-implied reader has
rarely been taken into consideration in the concurrent literature especially in
Iran, though it may help to pave the way for both writing and criticizing
children’s literature.
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1. Introduction

The present study investigates the basic challenges concerning the
child as an implied reader based on the popular models in narratology.
Some core questions are: is it possible to call the children the implied
readers? Are children capable of being the imaginary or ideal
audiences? Does the writer think of ideal and presupposed children
during the process of writing? If the answer to the previous question is
yes, then has the writer considered some strategies for their presence?
How and by the usage of which procedures can we follow the child
implied-reader in the children’s written texts?

2. Literature Review

Chambers (1977) introduces the child-reader as “a critical method” (p.
91) that helps the reader "understand the book" and helps to expose
the reader to the text. According to Chambers, this method critically
reveals the role of the reader and, in the first place, the child-reader
within the book. Chambers believes that the author's whole effort is to
communicate with the reader in the hope of helping to understand the
meaning of the text (ibid.). Chambers considers style to be the author's
use of language to construct a secondary self and the implied reader
and exchange of meaning (1990: 94). Chambers also believes that
adopting a child's perspective on storytelling allows the child to better
identify with the world of fiction and gradually absorb the world of
fiction. The last point that Chambers puts under the strategies of the
presence of the child-reader hidden in the text is the gaps that some
writers put in the way of the reader and the reader becomes curious by
reading the text to fill these gaps. Chambers calls these gaps “tell-tale
gaps”. In sum, what Chambers enumerates under the guise of
persuading the presence of the implied reader can be divided into three
processes: narration, rhetorics, and reading. Narrative and rhetorics
can be placed under the text-based theories to which the critique of the
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reader's reaction belongs, and reading can be placed under the context-
based theories to which the theory of perception belongs. Narrative or
the act of narration itself includes a set of strategies and crafts that
transmit the narrative from the author to the reader, which is also
called the narrative communicative model. The rhetorics also includes
the author's use of linguistic, stylistic, and rhetorical manifestations,
including the use of words, syntax, grammar, and figurative languages
such as metaphor and simile, and other aspects of rhetoric, also known
as stylistics.

3. Methodology

Through narratological models and the views of Chambers (1977),
this paper shows how the component of implied child-reader is used in
children's and adolescents’ narrative texts. Based on this methodology,
it is determined that the implied child-reader is one of the basic
components of the narrative communicative model.

4. Results

The results of this study can be considered as a kind of seal of

approval on Chambers's achievements:

1.The implied Child-reader appears in the process of text reading.

2.Understanding the main concept of the text interestingly depends on
the consistency between the implied writer and implied reader.

3.The writer and especially the implied writer can simplify the
possibility of children’s narrative readability by the usage of some
narrative and rhetorical strategies and procedures.

4.The children’s literature creates the possibility of the reader’s active
and creative presence by constructing the concept of child-reader.

5.Child-implied reader is a feature constructed in the text, not an
actual one. This feature is determined by the semantic values of the
text.
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6.The child-reader can achieve the opportunity of discovering,
thinking, and experiencing the text.
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