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The chronotope is the point of intersection of time and space. The
point at which place materializes and time consolidates and comes to
life. where that all the abstract elements of the drama find physicality |* Corresponding Author's E-mail:
and objectivity and are concluded. Dream Report is a play that has mbakhtiari@ut.ac.ir
many components of chronotopic analysis in a literary work. In this
play, time Is trapped in the space of a long standing antique shop. It is
as If the identities of these people are complete in the work when they
are present in this place. The conflict in the story of these three
generations is a conflict in the chronotopic realm of the world of this
antique shop. Rezaei Rad deﬁicts the history of liberation struggle in
the contemporary of Iran in the context of this place, it seems that this
place is the only intersection of time and place. It seems that the fate
of human beings living in this history over a century depends on this
chronotope . This intersection of history with a place in the Dream
Report led to our selection for the present work, in which we have
examined the imﬁortance of time and place and their interaction with
each other and the plot through chronotope to explain the concepts
desired by the playwright. To achieve this, we will first define the
chronotope and enumerate its types, and then we will examine how
the play in question in it’s narrative fits into the form of this
chronotopic analysis.

Keywords: chronotope, Mikhaeil Bakhtin, Dream Report,
Mohammad Rezaei Rad, spatial temporal continuum.

1. Associate Professor, Department of Performing Arts, College of Fine Arts, University of
Tehran, Tehran, Iran.
http://orcid.org/ 0000-0002-5671-4040
2. MA of Dramatic Literature, College of Fine Arts, University of Tehran, Tehran, Iran.
http://orcid.org/ 0000-0001-7647-2539
429


http://orcid.org/
http://orcid.org/
mailto:mbakhtiari@ut.ac.ir

Journal Of Narrativestudies
E-1SSN:2588-6231
Vol. 6, No. 12

Autumn & Winter 2022-2023
Research Article

Introduction

The importance of Bakhtin’s chronotopes lies in simulating the
temporal reality (including historical reality) and giving the basic
aspects of this reality the opportunity to be considered and used in the
artistic space of the narrative .Chronotope is one of the tools
developed by Bakhtin to understand the philosophy of the concept of
conversation. Dialogism or conversationalism is a term to refer to the
interconnected set of dominant aspects of Bakhtin's thought. It is
believed that conversationalism is an umbrella term which covers
Bakhtin's various activities in various fields such as aesthetics,
philosophy of language, literary theory and even theory of knowledge.
The conversation is at the center of the scenarios that Bakhtin wrote in
each of the fields, and the main protagonists of all these scenarios, are
“self” and “other”. He believes that History should establish a link in
the composition of historical archeology. Since archeology is a spatial
science and deals with constant and repetitive structures, it should not
normally be associated with history as the most fundamental temporal
form of knowledge, which is based on change, difference, and
uniqueness. Bakhtin makes this possible with the help of chronotope
analysis of the history of the novel. First of all, chronotope for him is a
technical preparation or an element of the narrative in which the plot
of the story is tied and untied. In the play A Report of Dream, time is
confined to a single place in the history of the past (almost one
hundred and twenty years ago). This place has included many people
and different eras with their specific personal and social histories and
has become a timeless image. Therefore, the importance of temporal
and spatial elements in this play turns it into a text capable of
chronotopic analysis. With the help of the second focus of chronotopic
analysis, which is to examine the work in the context of historical
boutiques, we will also question its historical and conversational
reality.
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Research questions

place and time in the play A Report of Dream are the meaning-making
indicators of the work, and it will not be possible to understand the
play without separating these two indicators from each other. Based
on this, the question is whether the said work, containing such a time-
space connection, is capable of chronotopic analysis, i.e. a two-focus
analysis, as 1) a tool for reading the time and place of a specific work
and 2) the ability to observe a text on the horizon Does it have a
history?

Review of Literature

Amir Khanlou in his master's thesis under the title of types of dramatic
history from the beginning, looks at the influence of ‘“historical
reality”, as it is the basis of conversational work as a literary theory.
He introduces the chronotope of Agora as a place of impeachment and
altar for A Greek tragedy. For Roman tragedy, it is palace or capitol
chronotope with the characteristic of concealment and a place for
conspiracy and betrayal, and for Shakespeare's comedies we witness
chronotopes of reflection and self-awareness. In another article,
Ramezani and Yazdani (2014) have discussed the concept of carnival
and conversationalism in a play by Oliver Goldsmith, have checked
the reception room chronotope, meeting chronotope, threshold
chronotope, and tavern chronotope in this work. Like the previous
case, this research has used the chronotope as an element of the
narrative as well as an element of conversations in the context of
historical boutiques. In his master's thesis, Amin Ranjbar, by
examining Fosse's plays to find the chronotope related to them, comes
to the conclusion that since the world and structure of Fosse's works
originate from a very personal form, which is inspired by his deep and
sensitive mental world Compared to the lives of people and their
relationships, time and space are less included in Bakhtin's categories
in these works. In fact, the time-space of Fosse's works, instead of
influencing the forward process of the narrative and characters,
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becomes a factor for their stagnation, stagnation and wandering. In
this way, this article, unlike the previously reviewed works, considers
the chronotope as a conversational and historical element in It does
not include, but only one pole of the chronotope is found, which is
indeed an element that creates the narrative. Ramin and Hassanzadeh
Javanian (2015), is an article based on Bakhtin's explanation in the
identification of the chronotope. Balzac's works have identified the
hall in Eugene O'Neill's play The Iceman Cometh as the chronotopic
realm of the work. In this work, the real world and the imaginary
world of the characters are separated from each other and it is in the
said hall that they become aware of this separation and continue to
live in the same imaginary world. Thus, in this analysis, chronotope is
found both in the context of historical boutiques and in conversation
with the works of Balzac and O'Neill's, and as an element that creates
the narrative .

The authors of the present article also consider the findings of the
mentioned research works with a broader analysis of the concept of
chronotope on the mustache of Michael Halquist's book and his
encounter with this concept, for the first time in an Iranian play.

Research methodology

The present research was done within the framework of Michael
Bakhtin's chronotope theory in his treatise of the same name and
Michael Hallquist's supplement on Bakhtin's theory. Adopting an
analytical-descriptive approach, inductive reasoning method and
qualitative method in data analysis, this work has been carried out.

Results

The chronotopic reading of the play A Report of Dream shows that the
playwright has benefited from the concept of chronotope both in its
plotting/narrative function and as a semantic and cognitive strategy.
Based on a historical perspective, despite the fact that in the first
chronological period of the play, signs of a realistic time-space
continuum can be observed, the results of the research indicate that the
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location of other periods historically lacks a realistic and objective
chronotope, and is merely a narrative tool. "Anachronism” and
"misalignment™ of the final part of the work, which shows itself in the
form of the main character's inconsistency with other characters and
the initial identity of the place of the play, shows that the situation at
the end is not a chronotopic situation, and is anachronotopic in nature.
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. Bifocal

. Simultaneity

. the Chronotope of meeting

. Association

. Contact

. Apparition

. Epiphany

. Schelling (1775-1854)

. Max Scheler (1874-1938)
10. Martin Buber (1878-1965)
11. the Chronotope of the road
12. Course

13. the Chronotope of quest
14. the Cronotope of threshold
15. Greek Chivarlic romance
16. the Chronotope of adventure of everyday life
17. the Autobiographic chronotope
18. the Rabelaisian chronotope
19. the Folkloric chronotope
20. the Idyllic chronotope

21. Chronological

22. Aguirre

23. Anachronotopic
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