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One of the most prominent mythological themes is the concept of

immortality, which has entered the structure of modern stories, B e T
especially novels, as a masterplot. In Indo-Persian mythology, the f.zamani@kub.ac.ir
story of Yame / Jam is based on the mythical theme. The Yame / Jam

narrative is based on the semantic squares of "death”, "life”, "no

death” and "no life". In study, based on the hypothesis that the death /

life superstar in contemporary Persian novels is systematized based on

their intertextual relationship with the myth of Jam / Yameh, first the

semantic square of death / life of each novel is presented and then its

intertextual relationship with the myth of Jam / Yameh has been

studied based on the theory of intertextuality and discourse systems.

The result of the study shows that according to the myth of Yameh /

Jam, two types of confrontation with death in action, state and

existence are the human subjects of contemporary Persian novels.

Hence, some characters in novels such as Suvshun, Hirani, Salmargi,
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such as Yameh, surrender to death by passing from activism to
Moderable, and achieve eternal life in a sensory-perceptual system by
perceiving the joy of death. But some other subjects of the novel
Kingdom, Blood Fortune-telling, and Keydr, like Jam, with an anti-
death act, strive to reach eternal life, and in the process of state, they
experience fear and anxiety, and finally, in the Shushi system, they are
subdued to death.

Keywords: semantic square, sensory-perceptual system, intertextuallity,
Jam / Yameh myth, contemporary nove.

1. Introduction

Not only studying the structure and the function of the myths helps to
know a stage of human thought, but also "some aspects and functions
of the mythological thinking are the components of the human nature”
(Eliade, 1393: 91). Therefore, knowing the myths helps to know the
contemporary period as Paul Ricceur expresses: "modern man can
neither get rid of the myth nor accept it in its outward form™ (Paul
Ricceur, 1373: 26). one of the most prominent mythological motifs of
the human life is wishing for immortality which is the result of human
encounter with death. The phenomenon of death perhaps can be
considered the greatest mystery of existence and the source of human
fears. From the distant past to the present, death has been the main
center of the human religious and philosophical beliefs. The main
question of the present research is that how the Shavashi and the
sensory-perceptual systems of the modern human being in
encountering the death-life superplot represented in the contemporary
Persian novels?

2. Literature Review

The life-and-death concept in the contemporary Iranian literature is
one of the important story contents and many works are directly or
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indirectly connected with the issue of death. Among them, we can
mention such works as Salmargi from Asghar Elahi, Heirani from
Mohammadali Sajjadi, Malakoot from Bahram Sadeghi, Fal-e-Khoon
from Davoud Ghaffarzadegan, Kalidar from Mahmoud Dowlatabadi.
Therefore, this research tries to analyse the intertextual relationships
of the mentioned novels with the Yameh/Jam myth in encountering
the semantic category of life-death.

3. Methodology

Intertextuality is based on the idea that the text is not a closed,
independent and single system and if it is, it cannot be comprehended
(Fraw, 2005: 48). Kristeva considered each text as an intertext and a
junction points of many texts. Michael Riffaterre is one of the
prominent figures who interest in the intertextuality of reading. His
extensive studies in the field of semiotics, structuralism,
poststructuralism, stylistics and rhetoric made him reach a different
point of view about intertextuality and talk about the points that have
been paid less attention by theorists in this field. One of Riffaterre's
achievements in the field of intertextuality is the creation of the
intertextual semiotics theory which is considered an effective action in
applying the theory of intertextuality in the study of texts, by
proposing topics such as "hypogram”, "matrix", "interpretant", etc.
The Greimas's semantic square can be used in intertextual studies,
because it reveals the total structures of a text and the relationship
between its components (contradictory, paradoxically and
complementary). Although the intertextuality approach is not in search
of the source of texts; understanding the semantic square of each text
helps the reader to recognize in retrospective reading, the intertextual
relationships of the text he is reading with the other texts and then to
analyze the social microstructure of the text in relation to its intertexts.
Using this approach, which we call it "narrative intersemiotic”, can be
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used especially in the case of the narratives with the mythological
elements.

4. Results

studying the semantic categories and the narrative progression in both
paradoxically and complementary paths shows that the initial and final
statuses of the Indian narratives are different from the Iranian one. The
Yama's narrative progression begins with the life/immortality and also
ends in the life/fimmortality, but the Jamshid's narrative progression
begins with the death/ fear of death and ends in death, the same
situation that he was running away from. studying the choosen
achieved value shows the difference between the Indian and Iranian
narratives in the value progression that governs the discourse. In the
Iranian narrative, Jamshid, as the subject of discourse, seeks to
achieve the eternal life, but the dynamic process of speech leads him
to death, because his power comes into conflict with the God's power.
In the Indian narrative, death is a chosen value that Yamah, as the
subject of discourse, clearly seeks to achieve it, but the dynamic
process of speech leads the subject of discourse to the eternal life. The
analysis of the contemporary Persian novels also shows that although
in surface structure, some factors such as war, poverty, mental
problems and moral corruption cause the death of the characters, but
when the theme or one of the main sequences of the novel is death, its
deep structure is not out of the two mentioned statuses. Therefore, if
the hero or the character of the story, in the paradoxical cycle of
death/life, like Yama chooses death and says no to life, he will pass
through death and achieve immortality and if he chooses life like
Jamshid and perpetrates behavioral and cognitive slips to preserve life,
he will eventually die. From the reviewed novels in this research,
some characters in the novels Malakoot (Adam), Salmargi (the son of
the martyr who is the narrator), Heirani (Siavash, Mitra, Bahram),
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Nooshdaru (the narrator's literature teacher), Savushun (Joseph, Zari's
husband) according to the semantic square of death-life move along
the death path and achive the eternal life. Also some characters in the
novels Malakoot (M.L the young secretary, common people), Fal-e-
khoon (the Iraqi soldier), kelidar (madyar, Aliakbar Hajpasand,
gravedigger Barkash) choose the paradoxical path of life-death, and
like Jamshid are caught in death and destruction, because of running
away from death and choosing material life and its pleasures.
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