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Abstract
A metafiction is a story consciously and systematically calling the
reader's attention to the story artificiality to raise existential questions
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about the world of the text and the world outside the text. Therefore, a.ganjali@hsu.ac.ir

the metafiction author challenges the concepts of traditional story
writing including text, narrative, framework, conclusion and history.
The play "lbn al-Rumi fi Muduni al-Safih" (1975 AD) by Abd al-
Karim Burshid (1943 AD) is one of the new and postmodern plays of
Arab literature. Regarding its specific narrative structure, it can be
classified as metafiction. Using descriptive-analytical method, the
research displays the techniques by which Abd al-Karim Burshid
conveys the truth to the reader that what someone is reading is nothing
but the language and stylistic devices of playwriting and the play
should not be considered as reality.
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1. Introduction
The play "Ibn al-Rumi fi Muduni al-Safih" (1975) by Abd al-Karim
Burshid (1943) is one of the new and modern dramatic works of Arab
literature. In this play, using the character of Ibn al-Rumi, a poet of the
Abbasid era, Burshid establishes a deep connection between the past
and the present. The setting chosen for the emergence of the play's
character includes sheds and shanty towns where Ibn al-Rumi lives for
a while with different people having different attitudes compared to
Abbasid era. Burshid tried to create an amalgam of history, narrative,
memory and free association in this text. By doing so, he destroys the
real events of Ibn al-Rumi 's life.

Which techniques are used in the play "lbn al-Rumi fi Muduni al-
Safih™" by Abd al-Karim Burshid to combine reality and imagination in
expressing historical events?

2. Literature Review

The widespread effects of postmodernism can be observed in almost
all fields including literature. In the contemporary era, following the
western literature, Arab playwrights tries to create dramatic works
having the same level as postmodern western plays. Thus, they seek to
discover new methods for the play and gain a new wisdom regarding
man and the world.

3. Methodology

In the first step, all the elements and components of metafiction in the
above play, which are in line with the topic, goals and questions of the
research, should be collected.
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4. Results

In the play "Ibn al-Rumi fi Muduni al-Safih", using some techniques
including short connection, the author's entry into the text, the co-
presence of the reader and the rebelliousness of the characters, Abd al-
Karim Burshid puts a combination of reality and imagination in front
of the reader and make him confused about distinguishing reality from
fantasy. For this purpose, the structural component of the short
connection mostly involves the language, form, and dramatic elements
especially  the characterization, narration, and  structural
deconstructions of form and print. Due to the great collapse of the
narrative in this work, the reader is faced with the multiplicity of sub-
narratives.
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1. Short circuit
2 . Author entry in the text
3. Audience presence
4, Structuralism
5. Rebellion of the characters
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