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This article aims at answering how meaning is produced in

Gholamhossein Saedi’s A-ye Bikolah, A-ye Bakolah, which means . cq eqonding Authors E-mail:
Capital A and Lower-case A, and for this, Julien Greimas’ Semiotic |s.meshginghalam@ut.ac.ir
Square and Jacques Fontanille’s Tensive Model have been used. The

narrative of the play was analysed thoroughly, and two opposite

concepts were derived from the text; namely, passivity and activity.

Then, the Semiotic Square showed that there was a movement from

passivity to not-passivity, but this never continued to activity.

However, this does not show the meaning of the play completely.

Since the themes of the play are not shown here, the play had to be

analysed using the Tensive Model which illustrates more values in the

text. Being asleep was related to unawareness and being awake was

related to awareness, and the values derived from them were personal

and short-term convenience, and collective and long-term

convenience, respectively. The Tensive Model also showed that
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passivity led to insecurity, and activity made a safer world. These are
in close relation to the theme of the play which is showing the
catastrophic consequences of being passive.

Key words: A-ye Bikolah A-ye Bakolah, Gholamhossein Saedi,
Greimas, Semiotic Square, Fontanille, Tensive Model.

1.Introduction
One of the beauties of reading a narrative is to decode the signs that
the writer has used in the text. The theme is developed in different
layers of the text which means that whatever is on the surface layer is
just one part of the story and the active reader needs to go through the
text thoroughly to create meanings. To analyse how meaning is
produced, Algirdas Julien Greimas’ Semiotic Square is used to show
how the binary relationship between two contrary signs make
meaning, and then, Jacques Fontanille’s Tensive Model shows the
themes of the play and how they are formed. Many semioticians
believe that Greimas’ technique renders the meaning only on the
surface, and is unable to show the mental changes characters go
through. Therefore, showing both the quantitative and qualitative
parts, the tensive model is a suitable approach. This research aims at
answering the following questions in the play A-ye Bikolah, A-ye
Bakolah:
o|s the semiotic square able to show all of the meaning layers in the
play?

eHow are the thematic values of the play shown in the tensive model?

2.Literature Review:

Saedi is one of Iranian playwrights who analyses people’s problems in
life and shows the consequences of their passivity. He believes that
people should feel responsible for their society and understand that
their decisions will affect many people. (Dastgheib, 1975, 82) His
writing style has encouraged researchers to analyse his works and A-
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ye Bikolah, A-ye Bakolah is not an exception. Here are some examples
of the studies on this play.

In “Mechanism of encountering with other in the play a -yi ba
kula h a -yi bt kula h Based on cultural semiotics approach”, it has
been concluded that encountering “the other” in the play is based on
the fear of its danger and the solution is in awareness. (Sarsangi, et, al.
2020, 45)

In the study “The concept of identity in the play "A Ba Kolah, a
BiKolah™ by Gholam Hossein Saedi from the perspective of reflection
theory”, the writers have focused on the social responsibility Saedi
sees in himself to take a step in awakening people about the
happenings around them. They have mentioned that Saedi considered
society as a human body in which every organ affects the other. Thus,
people should understand that their behaviour will influence others
and they need to take responsibility for their actions. (Azand et. al.,
2019, 102)

3. Methodology
This research aims to find how meaning is produced in this play.
In meaning production,
the movement of meaning begins from the deep and abstract
layers of discourse and reaches the surface with all of its
complexity. In fact, the movement from depth to surface creates
meaning. (Abbasi, 2016, 53)
To analyse how this works, there are 2 methods to consider, Greimas’
Semiotic Square and Fontanille’s Tensive Model. Greimas’ Semiotic
Square is as follows:
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This shows that the movement from one state to another creates
meaning. The characters start from S1 and head towards S2 which is
the opposite concept of S1. This square is basic and does not include
the thematic values that develop in the narrative, and at times that the
meaning is not produced through moving form a point to another and
it is more of an inner and mental movement, Greimas’ square is
insufficient in analysis. Therefore, Fontanille’s Tensive model can be
helpful. In this model, the horizontal axis shows the quantitative stage
and the vertical axis shows the qualitative stage. At the point that the
quantitative line cuts the qualitative one, the thematic value of the
narrative shows itself.

1. Descending 2. Ascending
model model
oy =
i 5]
[ c
i it}
E E
extent extent
3. Amplification 4. Attenustion
model moadel
o -
B k]
[ c
i it}
E E
extent extent

4. Results

This play is the story of neighbours who face strangers in their
neighbourhood and do not take any action to defend themselves. The
neighbours do not trust each other and are not united which leads to
the final disaster. Unaware of the fact that the robbers with keys in
their hands are waiting to rob/kill them, the neighbours take sleeping
pills to help them cope with the stress.
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Analysing the play based on Greimas’ Semiotic Square stresses
two points: passivity and activity.
activity passivity

Not-passivity Not-activity

The characters start their journey from passivity to activity, but
do not reach that. Therefore, the square is not complete:

activity passivity

Not-passivity Not-activity

This shows that there is a movement from passivity to not-passivity,
but stops there. This does not mean that the play has no meaning or
the meaning is not complete. Thus, there is a need for a more
thorough method, Fontanille’s Tensive model, which shows the
themes related to this passivity in the play.

4 Value:

fighting for
a better life

awareness
Value:

convenience
non-awareness

being being
asleep awake
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Value: collective and long-
term convenience
security

Value: personal a
short-ter|
convenigfice

insecurity

v

passivity activity

It becomes clear that passivity is related to individual short-term
relaxation, and activity can make a secure life for everyone.
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