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Investigation of Viewpoint in the Ibrahim Khalil
According to Jacques Fontanille

Nahid Nasihat* 7, Naeimeh Parandavaji?

Abstract

Viewpoint is a technique used by the writer or narrator to make his
purpose more acceptable to the audience or reader in addition to
making its discourse attractive and diverse. Jacques Fontanille, the
famous French Sign-semantics, has taken a point of view using
theories and approaches of sign semantics and discourse analysis. He
categorizes different types of perspectives in terms of the techniques
that discourse uses to demonstrate them. These perspectives are: all-
encompassing viewpoint, serial or cumulative viewpoint, elective
viewpoint, particularize viewpoint, parallel viewpoint, conflicting
viewpoint. The present article uses a descriptive-analytical method to
analyze these perspectives in the story of Ibrahim Khalil (in narrative
verses and related stories in the Qur'an). In fact, wants to answer this
question: which perspectives and how in the story of Prophet Ibrahim
(PBUH), the full manifestation of monotheism, is used. Findings show
that the six types of Jacques Fontanille's Points of view in the relevant
verses has been used, based on the purpose and effectiveness and
transmission of the desired meaning to the audience. Also, based on
his protest and argument against the pagan and polytheistic people and
their oppressive king, it is natural that the perspective commensurate
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with this goal is a conflict-competition viewpoint that has a much
more prominent presence in the narrative.
Keywords: viewpoint, Jacques Fontanille, Ibrahim Khalil (PBUH).

1. Introduction

Some sign-semantics know view point as a series of techniques that
the narrator uses to make the context diversity processing. Using these
techniques and guide lines for the necessity of writer or narrator’s
special aims, causes context diversity. Choosing view points as the
main principle of narration is done based on cultural and ideological
functions.

The narrator describes his aims based on these functions to create
an impact on the readers. The God as the narrator, uses different view
point for narrating prophets’ stories to use these strategies of induction
of pure moral and educational concepts in course of intellectual
advancement of society.

Present article deals with artistic literature of the holy Quran. By
knowing the importance and the aim of literary explanation of mono
theistic model analysis of view point based on Fontanelle’s
classification in the story of prophet Ibrahim (PBUH).

Research Question

Based on Fontanille’s theory, Quran used which view points and how
used it. Assumption is that all-encompassing view point, serial or
cumulative view point and particularize view point are used based on
the intended meaning of the opinion and induction to the reader, in the
related verses of the story.

2. Literature Review

In relation of view point, various narrators and linguistics studied such
as Genette, Saussure, Fowler, Simpson, Ouellet, Greimas and Cortes.
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Mean while Fontanille could be named regarded to this knowledge
from the view point of semantics sign by using theories and approach
of this knowledge that deals with the subject of view point.

3. Methodology

View point of narrative discourse of the story of prophet Ibrahim is
analyzed with the semantics signs approach and descriptive analytical
method in the verses of sura Al-Bagara, Al-Anam, Hud, Al-Hijr, Al-
Anbia, Ash-Shura, Al-Saff and Adh-Dharyat.

4. Results

Studying the view point of the story of the prophet Ibrahim shows
that, God uses various view points for inviting people to the right way
and reaching to the destination and guidance and induction to meaning
to the audience. The narrator presents the overall picture of prophet
and advisor by using universal view point. Also it shows the
dominance to the earth and the heavens, and processing view toward
them.

Proving God’s justification against other gods and sacrificing
Ismail are the axes that are studied based on serial or cumulative view
point. It is natural that elective view point has the main role in
narrating the story of prophet Ibrahim as the aim of Quran is the
guidance of people and proffering one world view to the others.

Whenever prophet Ibrahim discusses with God’s messenger, this
discusses is drown with parallel view point. The main point is that in
the story of prophet Ibrahim, there are so many incidents and
adventures and his reasoning with idolator and pagan people and the
king of time.

Symmetric view point of this finality is conflicting view point and
presence of this view point in the story is bold. Also in some verses,
prophet Ibrahim reach transcendence by coming out proud from divine
tests and supplies himself whit mechanisms to achieve perfection.
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