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Abstract

The present paper studies J. M. Coetzee’s Foe in the light of Pramod
K. Nayar’s concept of “anti-spectacle.” Nayar uses the term “anti-
spectacle” to refer to those aspects of reality that are systematically
omitted from the content of mainstream media, because they cause
rifts and discontinuities in the process of spectacle-making. In Foe,
which is a rewriting of Daniel Defoe’s Robinson Crusoe, Coetzee
changes the narrative point of view and employs a circular
multifaceted narrative to intermingle the Crusoe myth, which is the
product of narrative spectacle-making, with anti-spectacles that are the
byproducts of imperial and colonial discourses as well as of the
Protestant work ethic which Defoe glorifies. He re-narrates the myth
of Robinson from the viewpoint of a European woman and a non-
European man, as representatives of two marginal groups, to disclose
the traces of the colonial discourse in Robinson Crusoe and to reveal
the interdependence of European patriarchy and imperialism. The
results show that, in his Foe, Coetzee deconstructs the conventions of
Realism and the realistic novel in an attempt to emphasize the inability
of the colonial language in representing the experience of the other as
well as to demonstrate the capacity of the postmodernist novel for
representing anti-spectacle.
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1. Introduction
J. M. Coetzee’s Foe (1986) is a thorough rewriting of Daniel Defoe's
Robinson Crusoe (1719). In this novel, Coetzee represents the behind-
the-scenes of Robinson Crusoe, so that in addition to rewriting the
original story, he also narrates the story of Defoe's life when he was
writing his novel. He builds his work on Defoe’s silence about some
events and some characters such as Susan. Coetzee shows that this
silence is a discursive mechanism and it can be seen in language,
discursive practices and forms of representation: both in colonial
Britain and in contemporary societies that still read and praise
Robinson Crusoe. He draws attention to patriarchal and imperialist
notions, not only in Defoe's book but also in our minds as readers.
Drawing on Pramod K. Nayar’s concept of "anti-spectacle,” this
research analyzes the relationship between Foe and Robinson Crusoe.
Nayar uses the term anti-spectacle to describe that part of the narrative
reality that is removed from the narrative content by discursive
mechanisms in order to avoid contradiction, similar to when beggars
and peddlers are driven from spaces so as not to undermine the
discourse of development and the "spectacle™ of the city. When
Coetzee gives voice to what has been silenced by Defoe, he is actually
narrating anti-spectacle. He combines the success story of a white
male Protestant colonialist with anti-spectacles that are the byproducts
of the colonialist discourse and Protestant work ethic.

Research Question(s)

In this study, three questions have been answered: 1) How are the
linguistic-narrative embodiments of the anti-spectacle represented and
organized in Foe? 2) What social-cultural contexts and theoretical
foundations inform the narrative-discursive structure of Foe? c) How
does the rewriting of Robinson Crusoe help Coetzee express his
critical views on the Eurocentric literary tradition?
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2. Literature Review

Gayatri Spivak in "Theory in the Margin” (1991) analyzes the theme
of "agency" in Foe. For Spivak, Coetzee's use of a female narrator is
an attempt to reiterate women's demands and to bring the peripheral to
the center. However, she does not consider this effort as entirely
effective, because Coetzee, as a white man, does not have the capacity
to fully represent the hardships of women and the black.

In an article entitled “Different Crusoes: multiplicity of voice in two
stories by J. M. Coetzee” (2015), Taraneh Borbor and Stephanie
Newell have analyzed two works by Coetzee, Foe and “He and His
Man.” They consider Coetzee's rewriting of the Defoe’s Robinson
Crusoe as a way to criticize the monologic discourse of the European
novel and, through that, to expand the space of literature, especially
fiction, to include dialogue and polyphony.

In the fourth chapter of her PhD thesis entitled "Castaways and
Colonists from Crusoe to Coetzee" (2012), Susann J. Smit-Marais,
categorizes Foe as an example of what she calls the "castaway novel."
Foe her, Coetzee uses intertextuality, allegory, and irony to test and
rewrite the imperial constructions of identity and spatiality in order to
show how these elements define not only Robinson Crusoe but the
castaway novel in general. Next, Smit-Marais lists four motifs that are
used in Robinson Crusoe and deconstructed in Foe. These motifs
include shipwreck, island, isolation, and liberation.

3. Methodology

This study is a qualitative research in postcolonial studies. It analyzes
Coetzee’s Foe in the light of Pramod K. Nayar concept of anti-
spectacle and the insights of of some postcolonial and postmodern
thinkers.

4. Conclusion
The present study investigated the hypothesis that Coetzee
criticized Daniel Defoe's one-dimensional and absolutist narrative
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in Robinson Crusoe and he has done this via postmodernist narrative
techniques and by creating the mechanism for representing
antispectacle in his own Foe.

Anti-spectacle as a critical device: The above discussions about
the relationship between patriarchy and the colonial discourse in
Robinson Crusoe showed that the concept of anti-spectacle is an
effective device for examining the ideological aspects of language,
narrative and representation.

Foe as the representation of anti-spectacle: The findings show
that Coetzee’s Foe can be considered as the representation of anti-
spectacle. He takes the reader behind the scenes of Defoe's show to
reveal the props, artisans and hidden tricks behind his famous show.
Coetzee's art is to open Defoe's hand and reverse-engineer his well-
crafted story and beautiful world. By exposing the unpleasant aspects
of Defoe's fictional world and the violence and repression hidden
under the skin of his narrative, he challenges the grand narratives of
colonial Europe and its sinful ideal, that is, development.
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