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Factors of Story Elements in Narration

A Case Study of the Comparison of the Tale of
"Taghanshah's playing dice' in Chahar Magala,
Tadzkhar al-Shaara and Lataifal Tawaif

Mohammad Ranaei !, Zahra Ekhteyari*?

Abstract

Story elements are the most important tools for narration, there are
many narrations that have a common theme, but different narrators
have retold them in different ways at different times. The story of
"Toghan Shah playing dice" was narrated by Nezami Aaroozi in the
6th century, after that Daulatshah Samargandi in the 9th century and
Fakhruddin Ali Safi repeated it in the 10th century. The main issue in
the current research is why, despite the common theme, the type of
narration is different in the three mentioned narrations. One of the
factors that cause changes in the narration of the same narration by
different narrators is the use, lack of use, or the type of use of story
elements in the act of narration. In this research, the three mentioned
narratives have been compared in terms of structure, characterization,
staging, narrative action, plot and theme, with the aim of achieving the
narrative model of each of them. The mentioned narratives have
differences in the narration methods, these differences are due to the
use of story elements in them. In the analytical-comparative study
with reference to the library or citation method, it was determined that
the volume of the narrative of the fourth article is more than the other
two narratives. Characterization can be seen only in Nezami and Safi
narrations, which is stronger in Nezami narration. The staging in all
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three narratives is weak and the type of thematic expression is
different in the three narratives. The conclusion of this research states
that the color and pattern used in narratives with common content and
theme cause differences in the structure and form of the narrative, and
the type of use of story elements plays an effective role in the
appearance of these differences.

Key words: Narrative, Chahar Magale, Lataif al-Tawaif, Tazkerat al-
Shoaara, fictional elements

Introduction

Narration has very strong antecedents throughout history, as long as
the life of humanity, the reports or memories that the first humans told
each other at night by the fire can be considered among the first
narratives. Understanding the narrative and understanding its
underlying layers of meaning requires detailed and comprehensive
investigations. In the analysis of narration, various factors such as text,
metatext, elements of narration, narrative syntax and its various
aspects need to be investigated and analyzed in order to understand the
purpose of the narrator or paranarrator from the narration. In Persian
literary texts, we come across cases where a common theme and
meaning has been narrated by several people at different times. By
comparing the narratives that have a common theme, we realize the
different types of narration and the different structure of these
narratives and find out that various factors such as extratextual issues,
the narrator's purpose, and time and place situations cause differences
in the structure of the narratives.

Research Question
why despite the common theme, the type of narration is different in
the three mentioned narrations.

Literature Review

In this article, the story of "Toganshah playing dice™ in three
narratives; Nezami Aaroozi, Dolatshah Samargandi and Fakhruddin
Ali Safi were examined in terms of fictional elements. In the Nezami
Aaroozi narrative, which dates back to the 6th century AH, 14 lines
are dedicated to the story of "Amir Toganshah's playing dice ", while
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the number of lines in Safi's narration is 6 and in Doulatshah
Samargandi's narration, 4 lines. The point of view in all three
narratives is the third person singular, which is an external point of
view and is more flexible than other points of view. The narrator in all
three narrations is a nonfiction type. Time follows a natural order in
all three narrations and there is no lapse of time in any of the
narrations. All three narrators have used a discourse system in addition
to the narrative system in the act of narration, but each of them has a
goal of bringing the discourse system that is different from the other
two narrators. In the fourth article, a discourse system is used with the
aim of expressing the characteristics of Toganshah's poetry. In the
narrative of Tazera-tol-Shoaara, the discourse system: "The owner of
the book of four articles says that" is used in order to help strengthen
the narrative's reality. In the narrative of Lataifal Tawaif, which was
written in 939 AH, the discourse system introduced the character of
Azragi, and has the function of characterizing. In the military
narrative, we are faced with four characters: Toganshah, Ahmad
Badihi, Azragi and Bamansour of Bayosuf. In the narrative of
Fakhruddin Ali Safi and Dolatshah Samargandi, there are only two
characters, Azragi and Toganshah. The largest number of characters
can be seen in the military narrative. In all three cases, the narrator
starts narrating regardless of the place and time of the narration. All
three discussed narratives have chosen an unspecified time for their
narration by using the word "day". The theme and content of the story
is such that time and place do not affect the story, because the main
action of the story (Toganshah getting angry because of his failure in
the dice game and then becoming happy by hearing Azarghi's couplet)
does not need a specific time and place. For this reason, in all three
narrations, an unspecified time is chosen and no place is mentioned.
The topic of the discussed story is the effect of the poem on the
audience, and its content is the positive effect that Azarghi's couplet
has on Toganshah and makes him out of that angry state.

Methodology

In this article, three narratives of the same story were analyzed by
using analytical-comparative analysis with reference to the library
method. In the aforementioned narratives, various story elements such
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as characterization, point of view, staging, plotting, etc. were
examinen.

Results

The sixth story from the second article of the fourth article of
Samargandi prosody in the 6th century is the story of Toghanshah
playing dice, which is retold in the books of Tazkera tol-Shoaara by
Daulatshah Samargandi in the 9th century, and Lataifal Tawaif written
by Fakhr al-Din Ali Safi in the 10th century. These three narratives
were compared in terms of using story elements, which made them
familiar with the narration methods of these narrators. The results
obtained from the analytical-comparative review of these three
narratives are as follows: 1- The amount of narration in Chahar
Magale is more than the other two narrations. The number of self-
cares in each narrative has a direct relationship with the volume of that
narrative. 2- The element of personalization in the prosodic military
narration is more and stronger. There is a little characterization in
Lataif al-Tawaif, but there is no characterization in the narration of
Tazker tol-Shoaara. There are two characters each in Safi's and
Dolatshah Samargandi's narrations, but four characters are observed in
Chaharmagale's narration. In the narration of Chahar Magale, the
main, secondary, static and dynamic characters are used, while in the
narration of Tazker tol-Shoaara, the main and static characters are
used, and in the narration of Latayfal Tawaif, there are only two types
of main and dynamic characters. 3- According to the theme of the
story, there is no staging in any narrative, because the realization of
the actions of this story does not require a specific time and place. 4-
The theme of the story is clearly stated in Nezami's narration and in a
clear language, it is mentioned a little in Safi's narration, but there is
no mention of the theme and result of the story in Doulatshah
Samargandi's narration. 5- All three narrators have used the discourse
system in addition to the narration system, but their purpose in using
the discourse system is different. 6- The narrative pattern in all three
cases is linear and traditional. With the difference that this pattern is
fully observed in Chahar Magale, but in the narratives of Tazker tol-
Shoaara and Lataifol Tawaif, 2 and 1 of the five steps of this pattern
are removed, respectively. The final point is that the attention of the
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prosodic military feature to the story elements and the observance of
the complete narrative pattern, in addition to increasing the volume of
the narrative, has created suspense, the complete transmission of the
message and the enhancement of the reader's pleasure level, which has
added to the beauty and charm of the narrative of Chahar Magale.
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