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Abstract

In this research, in addition to the analysis of discourse systems in the
Mpr. Asrari’s World Press play, it is dealt to the analysis of the
competition between them in the process of meaning production. It
can be seen that an "accidental event” creates a discontinuity in the
participant's everyday situation, and the "state discourse™ which has
penetrated into the participant’s situation due to jealousy and envy,
goes to the point where "state™ changes to "action", therefore the
beginning of the play will start with the "action discourse system™. In
fact, the performance surpasses the sensory-perceptual process, and
the play is removed from the centrality of a discourse system. Asrari’s
connection with the valuable object and the detachment of Shirzad,
who owns it, make the discourse situations of "performance” and
"state™ in competition with each other. During the play, in the tension
between the characters, sometimes the action system dominates the
participant, sometimes the state system does. From the fifth scene, we
can find the existential process which make the state process decay.
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The participant's identity issue also faces other meanings, and as a
result, they reach the negation of the previous situations in the seventh
scene by passing through different discourse stages. Asrari stabilizes
the "other-centered" identity in himself, and the state discourse system
pushes him back in the negative process of his identity. Shirzad also
stands at the identity point of "same™ and "risky" and modal verbs
such as "must" are strengthened in him in opposition to another
participant, and existential discourse system surpasses his state
discourse system.
Key Terms: semiotic, discourse, performance, state, existential

Introduction

Mr. Asrari’s Press World is a play written by Bahram Beyzaei. It is a
contemporary and real play composed of seven scenes. The present
article analyzes the mentioned play from the semiotics point of view
as well as converging and competing of discourse systems which
surpass each other due to different discontinuity.

Research Questions

The main questions of the research are: how different types of
discourse systems in Mr. Asrari's Press World affect the semantic
implications, and which flow or interactional relationships cause the
competition between these systems, and which semantic process
causes the transformation of meaning?

Literature Review

De I’imperfection a semiotic book written by Greimas and translated
to Persian by Shairi, (2018) , deals with the passage of structuralism to
post-structuralist within the semiotic domain. Landovsky (1989) deals
with the interaction between social discourse and the production of
meaning in reflective society, and Fontanille in Semiotique et
literature (1999) describes phenomenology, sensory-perceptual
reception and aesthetics in literary works and emphasizes on the
emotional dimensions of discourse. Landovsky (2004) in Emotions
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Anonymous presents phenomenological issues such as presence, co-
presence and body in social interactions.

Methodology

The current research is a qualitative descriptive-analytical study which
is going to analyze Mr. Asrari’s Press World from a semiotic point of
view. It has a corpus research method. In the present research, it is
shown that the discourse systems of the above mentioned play, change
the production of meaning in the competition of various discourse
systems from a program-oriented situation to a fluid, turbulent and
unstable one.

Conclusion

The analysis of the data showed that the discourse systems which are
in the competition and conflict in Beyzaei’s play can change the daily
life of the participants (co-participants) from a program-oriented
situation to a fluid, unstable and constantly in reconstruction one. The
participants are continually going forward with the competition of the
sensory-perceptual process and the action in tension process. Finally it
was found that their identity issue within the sensory-perceptual
system is challenged to such an extent that state system loses its
efficiency and the participants lose their previous situation. As a
result, state participants change their position to existential ones. By
establishing his identity in the form of the identity of the main author
of the stories, Asrari establishes the "other-centered” identity and
distances himself from the "self-centered"” identity. In fact, the will of
the participant becomes the negation of "self" and goes to decay. In
the discourse analysis of this participant, it can be seen that the
existential discourse system in the negative process of his presence
pushes state back and the existential of the negation of his presence
dominates his situation.

From the fifth scene due to the extra value of the presence of the
girl, Shirzad departs from the conservative situation, and after creating
a new position for himself, his action system is strengthened. He
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negates his previous situation by receiving changes in the perceptual
situation in the face of the relationship between "self" and "other". In
fact, he no longer needs anyone's help to repair his action and turns
into an existential participant who consciously prepares himself to
enter the next situation, as well as to overcome the emptiness and
deficiency of his identity, he returns to the magazine office and in the
dialectic between " "Being" and "not-being" makes a choice.

In fact, as a result of his state and to achieve material objects such
as social prestige and financial endowments and to possess
metamaterial objects such as identity, the manifestation of the
perception of the world reflected in the stories and proving his ability
to the girl who is interested in him, Shirzad begins a performance
mixed with transcendental existential. In other words, by rising from
the point of appeasement and conservatism, he strengthened
"wanting”, "musting” and "believing" in himself and stands on the
threshold of a transcendental existential. In the analysis of this
character it was seen that existential discourse system overtakes the
state one.
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. open system
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. performance

state

. existential

. Eric Landowski
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11. ajustement

12. discontinuity

13. continuity

14. accident

15. Floch

16. identity

17. extensity

18. intensity

19. conjunction

20. disjunction

21. Maurice Merleau-Ponty
22. chair

23. Crops proper (1’identite)
24. Soi-idem

25. aesthetics

26. dasein
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