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Abstract

This study examines four theories of screenwriting by Syd Field,
Christopher vogler, Robert McKee, and John Truby. The theoretical
framework of this research is to study the narrative method based on
the models presented by all four theorists discussed in this research.
The main purpose of this article is to compare the narrative style in the
four theories of screenwriting. The research question is what are the
common features and differences in the way these four theories are
narrated. The approach of the present research is qualitative and the
research method is a combination of comparative, descriptive and
analytical methods and the method of data collection is library,
observational and objective perception. The research findings show
that there are commonalities and differences between these four
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theories and based on the use of three-part narrative method, all four
theories are applicable. From the research findings, it can be
concluded that the narrative style in Syd Field's model can be
considered as a plot-based model based on the script's greater focus on
plot. Mckee does not distinguish between a plot-driven and a
character-driven screenplay, and the narrative style in Vogler and
Truby patterns, which focus more on the character and change it, can
be called a character-driven model. It should also be borne in mind
that the narrative style in these four theories, apart from their
dependence on Aristotelian drama, forms the narrative style common
in fictional cinema.

Keywords: Screenwriting, Narrative style, Syd Field, Christopher

vogler, Robert Mckee, john truby

1. Introduction

The method of narrative in screenwriting theories require patterns that
scriptwriters can tell more coherent stories in different genres. In fact,
patterns are a tool in the hands of the screenwriter to rely on it. The
theoretical framework of this study is using the screenwriting theories
of Syd Field, Christopher Vogler, Robert McKee and John truby, and
intends to study the narrative style of the story in each theory. To
compare the narrative style, he examines the six elements of the
milestone, the theme, the personality, the evolution of personality, and
the consciousness in all four theories. The purpose of finding common
funds is to distinguish these four theories. This study was performed
qualitatively with a comparative and descriptive analytical method.
The collection of information has been done using library studies,
observation and objective harvesting.

Question

The research question is, from what aspects of the narrative method in

these four scriptwriting patterns and in what areas are distinct. The

research hypothesis is that recognizing different scriptwriting patterns

and understanding the aspects of its distinction and similarity to the
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author creates a variety of screenplays, more coherent storytelling, and
the formation of different cinematic genres.

2. Literature Review

Shahbazi, in the book Theory of Screenplay in Fictional Cinema
(2013), examines the patterns of Syd Field, Linda Siger, Vogler and
Michelle Croton and tried to design a model in seventeen steps.
Numerous researchers have used the analytical method of Woo Gller
and Syd Field to study cinematic works. While later screenwriting
theories such as Robert McKee and John Truby have been less
studied. These include a study entitled A Comparative Study of the
Championship of the Hero's Travel Pattern in Literary and Cinema
Content. In another study titled Reading and Comparing the Travel
Pattern of the Journal of vogler in Miyazaki and Tim Burton (2014),
the researcher of the Vogler pattern in the films of the two directors.
In another study entitled Structural Analysis of Simorgh Winning
Screenwriting Best Screenplay from the Fajr Festival based on the Syd
Field (2016) pattern after describing Syd Field's scriptwriting pattern,
a number of specific films from Iranian cinema have been analyzed.

3. Methodology

A plot-oriented script is said to be based primarily on action and
conflict, and the summary of the script can be immediately extracted
from it. (Seeger. Wetmore, 1385:33) In his model, Syd Field has given
more importance to the structure and story in comparison with the
character, and for this reason, his model can be considered as a plot-
oriented one. In his model, Mckee explains that the structure is the
same as the character and the character is the same as the structure,
and relying on this opinion, he considers the character-oriented and
story-oriented screenplay to be the same. But character-oriented
scripts are said to emphasize the evolution of the characters in the
story and the changes that occur in their individual characteristics
during the film. Vogler's model can be called a personality-oriented

model due to its focus on the personality arc curve. In Truby's model,
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character transformation, which he calls dramatic code, is particularly
important. All four theorists refer to the Aristotelian understanding of
this concept in defining the characteristics of a turning point
(Shahbazi: 1399, 145).but the difference between their perspective is
somehow the use of a milestone in the story. In the case of Syd Field,
he believes that the screenwriter must know the theme before the
screenwriter begins to write. Vogler considers the stage of the
ordinary world to be the best place to be the main theme or thought of
the story in the script. Mckee opposes the word theme and instead
uses the idea of observing the idea. Instead of the theme, Truby
introduces the word moral debate to the author's moral debate.
(Hantley: 2007) Syd Field calls the main character of the story the
main character who must change at the end of the story. vogler calls
the main character of his pattern a hero. In his pattern, he takes the
hero of two external trips and the inner journey to reach the goal.
Mckee calls the most important character of the story a protagonist,
which must be able to follow his conscious or unconscious feeling
until the end of the story. John Truby also calls the main character of
the story in his speaker. The pattern of Syd Field only allows the main
character to change. The Mckee pattern, like Syd Field, ends at one
point, meaning a change in the main character. VVogler describes the
development of the main character as the inner journey of the story.
Truby also considers the hero's change to be a major change in the
hero, leading to a moral debate. In his model, Syd Field makes a brief
reference to the idea and believes that the task of the screenwriter is to
expose personality aspects to the audience. Mckee offers a gap to
create empathy between the personality and the viewer. vogler
considers the stage of the ordinary world to be a good place to form
the audience's imagination with the hero of the story. Truby also
defines the consciousness of the two principles of weakness and the
purpose of the personality in his pattern.
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4. Results

The findings of this study show that the narrative style in all four
theories is compatible with the three -curtain structure. Finishing,
settlement, nodding or answering questions raised during the script
has been considered in all four theories and can be compatible with
Aristotelian drama. Even Truby, who imposes the structure of
Aristotelian drama and mechanically, is common to solving the
ultimate problem with the Aristotelian drama. The narrative style of
all four theories is the creator of the common narrative style in
cinema, what Mckee refers to as a king. But despite the similarities in
this study, these four theories were found. The comparative table of
the common funds and the distinctions of the four theories show that
the narrative style has differences in four theories. For example, about
the importance of the pattern presented on the story or more focus on
the personality, the syntactic use of milestones, the different definition
of each theme, or the extent of the screenwriter's emphasis on the
transformation of the main character throughout the story, differs in
the four theories of this study.
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