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Exploring and Assessing Linguistic Contexts in The
Heart of Darkness using Bachman’s Model of
Communication Competences
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Abstract

Current researches on discourse and communication are often based
on linguistic and verbal communications. In this regard, the
performance of speakers and the way that communication competence
is developed among speakers based on discursive context would be
significant. The linguistic developments indicate the existence of
communications and the ability of human beings in having meaningful
relationship using effective methods of interactions. Regarding the
development of communication competence, Bachman’s approach has
been considered and debated as it pays special attention to the
organizational and pragmatic competences. Bachman proposed
linguistic, discursive, psychological, and contextual criteria as
applicable layers of the competences. What makes the debate more
important in this study is the capability of assessing the mentioned

1. Associate Professor, Department of Arabic language and Literature, Azarbaijan Shahid
Madani University, Tabriz, Iran.

http://orcid.org/ 0000-0001-5773-6092

2. MA of Graduated of Arabic Language Translation, Azarbaijan Shahid Madani University,
Tabriz, Iran.

http://orcid.org/ 0000-0002-1535-2733

Copyright© 2024, the Authors | Publishing Rights, ASPI. This open-access article is published

@ @ @ under the terms of the Creative Commons Attribution- NonCommercial 4.0 International License

[ ; which permits Share (copy and redistribute the material in any medium or format) and Adapt
(remix, transform, and build upon the material) under the Attribution-NonCommercial terms.

245

Received: 23/01/2022
Accepted: 05/04/2022

* Corresponding Author's E-mail:
a.sayadani@azaruniv.ac.ir


http://orcid.org/
http://orcid.org/
mailto:a.sayadani@azaruniv.ac.ir

Journal Of Narrativestudies
E-1SSN:2588-6231

Vol.7, No. 13
spring & summer 2023
Research Article

Jlcuaselcr issirvi siuoes
i

aspects in Heart of Darkness. At first, different concepts of
competence are discussed in detail and then, they were explored and
assessed in communication structures of the novel. The novel narrates
what happens to the characters, their action and reaction in different
social conditions and the way they communicate. Considering the
linguistic aspects of the novel and using a descriptive-analytical
method, it was tried to present a precise assessment of the mentioned
elements in selected samples of the novel. The results show that,
generally, since characters tend to social facts, such issues as the
tension between the characters in linguistic communications, the
occurrence of events in the social and linguistic contexts, and
dominant social limitations can be investigated using the elements of
Bachman’s model of communication competencies.
Keywords: Speech language, Social communications, Bachman's
communicative language, ability language skills, Heart of
Darkness.

1. Introduction

Given discourse studies, the thing that shows well the role of language
in discourse analysis is the kind of linguistic communication and,
therefore, the way communication competences are developed. The
language as a social phenomenon becomes meaningful through
communication between language users in the social context and this
true communication is possible through examining the components of
communication competence. Bachman, a discourse theorist, considers
such issues as strategic, situational, psychological factors among
language users effective in establishing a real communication. To him,
correct evaluation of these factors in discourse contexts can help
determining the type of linguistic communication and the acceptability
of communication between language users. The useful thing here
would be the contrasting and analyzing the components of Bachman's
communication competence in the novel Heart of the Night. This
novel shows the challenges in discourse and the diversity of verbal
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communications between the characters and language users. Discourse
processes are formulated here based on different social conditions and
situations; therefore, it would be important to assess the linguistic
aspects of the discourses using components of Bachman's
communication competence.

Research Question(s)

This study tried to answer the following questions:

1. In examining and applying the components of Bachman's
communication competence to the novel Heart of the Night, to what
extent have the characters been able to manifest the features and
socio-linguistic rules of society in the context of the novel?

2. Based on the components of Bachman's communication
competence, how the verbal effect and role of the language users of
the novel have been manifested in the communication context?

3. Which of Bachman's communication competence has the ability to
correspond more to the socio-linguistic content of the novel Heart of
the Night?

2. Literature Review

Few studies have dealt with Bachman's communication competence
and assessing its social indicators in the novel Heart of the Night. One
cannot find any specific study on the using Bachman's communication
model on the content of this novel; therefore, this is one of the
distinctive issue of this study compared to other researches.

3. Methodology

What here is discussed is the significance of applying and assessing
the components of Bachman's communication competence on Najib
Mahfouz’s novel Heart of the Night, since the structure of the novel is
based on verbal issues between language users and actors. The verbal
issues include a challenging environment that language users show it
while communicating according to their socio-linguistic conditions
and stats in the prevailing political and social environment. The most
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important assumption of this study is on the way of applying
Bachman's components descriptively and analytically on the content
of the novel and the way of discovering communication skills and
competences in the verbal discourses between the characters.

4. Results
Examining and measuring the patterns of communication
competences of the novel, resulted in the following conclusions.

1. The concept of communicative competence have been
changing within the linguistic discourse ad formed based on the
situation, context, conditions and relations of language users. This
term is called also language skill and language communication
ability. The terms are known as knowledge and communication
competences. Bachman states that communication competence
becomes meaningful when the language users not only should
have the needed knowledge for communication, but also the
ability and skill of activating it in the communication. The
abilities are consisted of different cognitive processes and
emotional factors when language is used. In this novel, the most
frequent application of the skills belong to the speech and
language dimensions. The socio-linguistic context of the novel,
the situations, conditions and the type of behavioral and
psychological performance of the characters show the application
of the competencies.

2- The question of the researchers in examining and assessing
the communication and communication factors is that what
should be involved in establishing communication between the
speaker and the audience, and the answer has to do with language
skills. It was said that the competences depend on true
understanding and reception of cognitive processes. The
processes depend on the communicative components, such as
grammatical, linguistic, and psychological factors. True
understanding of the factors make appropriate communication
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between the speaker and the audience. The issue was investigated
in Heart of the Night. The verbal communication between the
characters of the novel is made based on the mentioned
competencies. The verbal effect and role of the language users are
clear by the evaluation of the linguistic competencies. The verbal
effect and role of the language users are affected by the way the
characters interact considering the social conditions.

3. All the discourse expressions were examined based on their
socio-linguistic subjectivity and the linguistic indicators. It is
noteworthy that all of the expressions have the merit to be
assessed based on their components and considering their socio-
linguistic conditions, because the structure of the novel is based
on the contexts of communication between the speaker and the
audience that are communication and language agents. The role of
characters of the novel as communication agents was shown
more. Every character confront the other one within the
framework of the socio-linguistic laws of the society, and this
conflict shows the mental and socio-linguistic states of the people
and the social context of the novel. The struggle of the characters
is influenced by the socio-linguistic conditions of the characters
as language users. This issue shows the importance of examining
and assessing the competencies of the discourse process.

4. The emotional and psychological factors and issues have
affected the linguistic values of the novel Heart of the Night. The
emotional and psychological issues affect the linguistic and
psychological aspects of the discourse process. Therefore,
language capacities are determined based on individual verbal and
behavioral capabilities and skills in interpersonal interactions. It is
noteworthy that the factors and issues have a two-way
relationship with linguistic values and social establishments and
are affected by them.
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