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The Narratology of Drama has been one of the challenging fields of
study in recent years. Researchers in this article study and analyze the e
Majles-e Ghorbani-e Senemmar by employing Fludernik’s approach|najar@modares.ac.ir
to explain the narrative structure of Beyzaei’s play and to illustrate the
practicality of Fludernik’s approach. Majles-e Ghorbani-e Senemmar
is a play that uses a narrator as a personage to tell/report a story to the
audience. Narrators, presentational models of narrating, character
introductions, metonymy, setting, time\space, and different types of
speech representation, are features that Fludernik emphasizes on as
categories of narrativity. These elements can be traced and explored in
this case study. Fludernik’s approach helps us to discover new aspects
of Beyzaei’s dramatic structures that have been overlooked up until
now.
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1. Introduction

In the discourse of dramatic literature, exploring traditional
playwriting potentials in order to create modern works holds a huge
significance. This kind of studies, on the one hand, have historical
approach due to the writers’ experiments and, on the other hand,
employ descriptive-analytical approach for contemplating on the crafts
of writing. In this research, we utilized theories of Monica Fludernik,
which is almost newly introduced in Iran, to analyze a Persian play by
Bahram Beyzaie and to investigate how her theories function
practically in Drama. Certainly this kind of research produces
different possible knowledge about various aspects of Drama, since
the early stages of playwriting until it is staged. Our selected case
study is Majles-e Ghorbani-e Senemmar (1998), [The Convention of
Sennemar’s Homicide], which covers both historical and educational
purposes pursued in the intersection of drama and narrative. Beyzaie
in most of his work employs particular techniques drawn from
traditional Iranian performances such as Naghali and Ta'zieh. Majles-e
Ghorbani-e Senemmar has utilized play-within-a-play, narrator-actor,
arbitrary place and time, minimal stage, and multi-task accessories.
This play has been studies by some scholars, yet, the textual features
of it has not been analyzed from this diachronic narratological point of
view. Fludernik’s approach helps us to study this aspect of the play
and the features associated in literature beyond the modern concept of
drama, features such as those related to oral storytelling. Beyzaie, due
to his widespread knowledge of traditional and ritual performances of
Iran, produces a novel style that is complicated as far as narrative
components such as narrators, presentational modes, character
introductions, metonymy, setting, time\space, and speeches are
concerned.

Research Question: The following research aims to analyze Majles-e
Ghorbani-e Senemmar within Monika Fludernik’s narratological
framework in order to illustrate which narrative components are used
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in Bahram Beyzaei’s playwriting techniques and how we can explore
them by the way of a proper and diachronic narratological point of
view.

2. Literature Review

In recent decades, multiple research on and about narratology of
Drama has been conducted. Among them are theories by Manfred
John (2001) and Brian Richardson (2007) , which center drama at a
core of their narratological studies. Also related to our theoretical
frameworks is an article by David Herman (2000), which particularly
summarizes narrative model of Natural Narratology introduced by
Monika Fludernik. Jonathan Culler (2018) debates over the term of
Naturalization in Fludernik’s narratological outlook. As far as
narratological analysis of Beyzaie’s playwriting is concerned, we draw
from two articles by Saeed Talajooy (2013) that clarify narrative
forms and indigenous performing traditions present in Beyzaie’s
works.

3. Methodology

Current study’s methodology is based on descriptive-analytical
approach and on archival studies to analyze a play by Bahram Beyzaei
etitltd Majles-e Ghorbani-e Senemmar. Monika Fludernik’s An
Introduction to Narratology (2009) is used as the main sourcebook to
analyze narrative components of the play.

4. Results

This research explicates some narrative techniques employed by
Bahram Beyzaei in Majles-e Ghorbani-e Senemmar. The play
intentionally does not clarify all the details on stage and invites its
audience to take a part in creating a fictional world, and attempts to
make them active in the process of meaning and story-making.
Beyzaei sets up a narrator agent in the structure of the play, which is
influenced by a traditional Iranian performance Naghali; as a result we
see between dialogues figures that act like an authorial narrator and
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conclude information or reveal the motives behind the protagonist’s
actions. The play employs meta-narrative, and therefore the audience
is conscious about receiving information through storytelling, parallel
to narrator figures that destroy the illusion of narrative mimesis. The
method Beyzaie uses converts the covert narrator of a historical text to
an overt narrator who has emotions, feelings, anxieties and even
faults. In a nutshell, in line with our primary hypothesis, the plenty of
arrangements devised by Beyzaei can be traced and explained within
Monika Fludernik’s framework, for instance postponing the story’s
climax, which is derived as a result of conversational narrative. Our
findings help other scholars to open new windows towards Beyzaei’s
narrative strategies.
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