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Narrative Mechanism in the Theater and Drama, and
Theory of Postmodern Narratology
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Abstract

This article has been written with the aim of examining and analyzing
the mechanisms of narrative structure in modern, post and modern
dramas. Since the subject of narrative is primarily concerned with the
study of fiction and in the world of drama the main indicator is based
on the centrality of the concept of action and the applicability of the
play text, the subject of narrative in drama has been a source of
theoretical challenges. .so, in this article, with the analytical-
comparative method, postmodernism in drama has been studied from
the perspective of postmodern narratology, and at the same time, the
question of whether postmodern narratology exists or not has been
analyzed and examined. In fact, the main findings of this article in an
analytical process address the challenges of justifying postmodern
theory and show that classical and modern narrative structures are still
the mainstay of drama writing trends in the world, although this article
focuses on important types of drama narrative structures. However,
the findings of the article show that, even with the expansion of the
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concept of post-dramatic theater and counter-textual and visual genres,
dramatization based on linear and vertical narratives is still one of the
narrative structures in the world of dramatic literature and
understanding the mechanisms beyond literature. Theatrical requires
the analysis of narrative methods in drama and its obvious differences
with fiction.

Key words: Drama, literature, narrative, theater, modern, postmodern.

1. Introduction

We can study dramatic literature from two perspectives, first based on
technical theories regarding dramatic literature or theater theories and
also theories regarding linguistic studies and then based on
philosophical attitude. Dramatic logic is actually the result of the study
of dramatic literature from the perspective of dramatic and linguistic
theories, which tries to distinguish it from any other linguistic and
literary system and to prove this logic, it refers to the humanistic
origins effective in the emergence of such literature. The nature and
philosophy of drama has an independent structure and characteristics,
and its generalization to other different linguistic fields, especially
fiction, poetry, and Persian literary texts, is a theoretical and
intellectual mistake. Drama and dramatic are not neutral or merely
descriptive words in a specific sense, but when we talk about drama
and when we mention the adjective dramatic, we mean a special
understanding of these two terms. Based on this, understanding the
world of dramatic literature - regardless of the postmodern changes
and the weakening of the tendency towards the logical and scientific
bases of drama writing in recent decades, from which sometimes
absurd comedies have been written - requires addressing and paying
attention to these two theoretical fields. Having said that, dramatic
literature based on dramatic logic has a narrative structure, but not
necessarily in the sense of narrative in fiction literature, rather this
narrative structure is derived from the role of fictional elements in
drama. In fact, the structure of the story in the drama is the platform
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for the formation of the narrative in the drama, but in accordance with
the dramatic logic, which in this article we will analyze the
mechanisms of such narrative structures in the world of drama.

Research Question(s)
Is there postmodern narratology?
Can the drama structure be narrative?

2. Methodology
The research method in this article is analytical-comparative

3. Results

Postmodern drama is never bound by the linear and logical systems of
modern and classical dramas, and the linguistic structure of the drama
moves towards a kind of imagination and mental imagery that
basically challenges the key concepts of the narrative structure. The
same incident that happens in the play Waiting for Godot can be an
example of a drama that has a strong desire to eliminate time, place,
and dialogue logic, and thus it can be considered a type of modern
drama that is on the border of transformation. It is a postmodern text,
but it has not been able to completely free itself from dependence on
language, and the overall mechanism of drama writing, and it has
remained faithful to the traditions of modern drama writing before it
with a timeless and placeless atmosphere. Therefore, the narration in
drama has its own dramatic mechanisms and in all kinds of classical
and modern structures, more or less similar and sometimes different
patterns of narration in different plays can be extracted and analyzed,
and in the dictionary of the postmodern concept, drama is beneficial
The concept of performance moves from linguistic and logical
mechanisms to a kind of semantic evasion and visualization.
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