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Meta-Narrative; the Narrative of Postmodern Human
Re-Reading and Analyzing Teenager Novel

Negin Binazir+!

Abstract

Awareness of the nature of language construction, human focus on the
nature of human sciences and knowledge and their critique and
analysis in the form of Meta Post, Anti, the collapse of metanarratives
and the transcendence of established patterns and rules paved the way
for the formation of metanarratives as ontological narrative of
postmodern man.considering the similarity and homogeneity of the
nature of metanarrative, Deconstruction, play, suspension, uncertainty,
stability, etc., the present article explores and analyzes three teenager
novels of "The Emperor of Words" by Ahmad Akbarpour, "When
Moji Was Lost" by Hamid Reza Shahabadi, and " Edson Arantes do
Nascimento and His Himalayan Rabbit" by Jamshid Khanian with the
life of a teenager who is himself in a threshold position and
experiences and lives the mentioned characteristics more and more
accurately than any age period. Three teenager novels were reread and
analyzed on two levels, meta-narrative frame-breaking at the level of
the author and the world of fiction. Relying on revealing the
techniques of story writing, author-narrator-character-audience
participation, the narrative pattern of narration, three-way dialogue,
historiographical and intertextuality meta narrative shows that how
these components advance the story in a context of constant
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uncertainty, suspense, and transformation that leads to endings such as
a complete rewriting of the story, the author retreating from his or her
intellectual position and author acknowledging his/her disability and
helplessness.

Keywords: postmodern, meta-narratives, narration, teenager novel.

1. Introduction

In the second half of twentieth century some rotations and
transformations has happened in the field of knowledge, cognition,
and criticism which resulted in human’s meditation, interpretation,
and thought on her experience of the world and criticism and
pathology of human knowledge. Metafiction as an answer to
ontological needs of post-modern human in play’s context demands
trick, simultaneous making and overturning, constant presence and
absence of writer, role playing and reader’s involvement in narration’s
interaction and exchange. The cycle of metafictional framework
breaking is repeated once on story level and another time on writer’s —
now appears in story as her self - (see McHale, 2016: 453). Patricia
Waugh believes every part of story which directs reader’s attention to
its making process by sterilizing common expectations... is
metafiction (see Waugh, 2011: 35). The present study by emphasizing
on mechanisms and techniques of metafiction deals with re-reading of
three teenager novels, Ahmad Akbarpour’s Emperor of the Words,
Hamidreza Shahabadi’s When Mojy got Lost, and Jamshid Khanian’s
Edson Arantes do Nascimento and his Himalayan Rabbit. And shows
metafictional framework breaking patterns and techniques on two
levels; fiction world and writer’s world.
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2. Research Goals

Teenager’s living is a kind of living in threshold situation. Teenager is
a subject that is neither separated from childhood nor has acceptance
and stable presence in adults’ world. A situation indicating stability
lack, stillness, certainty, freeze, and attachment. It’s a living inside the
texture of avoiding rules, breaking play rules, joking and doubt and
hesitation. From this view metafiction with rule avoiding and fall of
story writing boundaries bonds differently with teenager’s world,
need, and atmosphere.

3. Theoretical Background

In the field of children and teenager’s literature/ novel these
researches should be mentioned: “Post-Modernism and Children’s
Poetics; A Narratological Analysis of Farhad Hassanzadeh’s Mr.
Rangi and Smarty Cat Story” (2017) which traces postmodern
mechanism and the importance of poetics in children story.
“Metafiction: The Language of Provoking Thought in Iran’s Children
Literature; Study of three Works of Farhad Hassanzadeh™ (2009)
which mostly deals with metafiction from child’s creative
involvement perspective and making her to think. And “Intertextuality
in Teenager Metafiction: Jamshid Khanian’s Babour’s Beautiful
Heart” (2014) which only traces intertextuality category in the novel.

4. Method

The present research by relying on metafiction mechanisms and
techniques, through tracing concepts and statements for revealing
writing manners, intertextuality, writer-narrator presence and absence
play, historiographical metafiction, narration in narration pattern, etc.
in two levels of story world and writer’s world deals with analyzing
teenager’s metafiction.
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5. Conclusion

With internalization technique, all three novels challenge the reader
with engaging her with narration layers in a texture of different
narrators. And invite teenager, as a reading and active subject, to
explore and enjoy the text. The teenager reader in each novel faces a
level of falling rules and going beyond established formations. In
Emperor of the Words for the realization of Korean poet’s poem by
Sunny, the teenager is called to a world without border and frame, a
world beyond color, racial, ethnical, and lingual differences. Different
and various narrations of When Mojy got Lost presents the possibilities
of looking at an event/ problem from different angles and perspectives
in front of the teenager. And sliding of narrational worlds in Edson
Arantes... indicates lack of rigidity and certainty which causes a kind
of continuity, and change and promises the teenager a possibility of
constant transformation.
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. Modernity formation
. Deconstruction

. Metanarrative

. Epistemological

. Ontological

. Metafiction

. Intertextuality

. Historical Metafiction
. Self-reflective

10. Self-reflection

11. The construction of language
12. Binary

13. Embedding
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14. Representation

15. The subject in the process
16. Asymmetric dualism

17. Simultaneity

18. Short-circuit

19. Participation

20. Big story
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