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Abstract

The search for identity is one of the most prominent elements in
Patrick Modiano's novels. The narrative of Rue des Boutiques
Obscures begins and ends with an action of distancing from identity.
This article aims to answer the question of why the issue of identity,
which initially leads to a search for actions that occurred in the past,
differs from the issue of identity at the end of the narrative. Using the
canonical narrative program and Greimas's actantial model, we
propose possible narrative structures and analyze the story as a
sequence of scenes, each being a microcosm of the entire narrative.
Our analysis shows that the structure of a single scene is reflected
throughout the novel, suggesting that the micro and macro narratives
share a similar warp and weft. Additionally, the actantial model
reveals that one character simultaneously plays the roles of the
subject, sender, and receiver in the story. This overlap causes the
object of value to lose its significance for the subject due to these
reciprocal effects.
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1. Introduction

Modiano's fictional characters attempt to answer unresolved guestions
by revisiting their past. Memories play a central role as the characters
oscillate between the past and the present. In Modiano's novels, social
status is significant, and characters are always in search of their roots
and identity. This need becomes acute when individuals feel distanced
from others or the world around them. In Rue des Boutiques Obscures,
this search ends inconclusively, concluding with a transformed
identity. This study applies Greimas's theory to analyze the shifts in
meaning within the narrative, showing how Modiano creates a unique
narrative structure to convey meaning.

Research Objectives and Questions

The main aim of this research is to address the following questions:

1. Why does the narrative begin and end with actions of distancing
from identity?

2. How do the structures of micro-narratives align with the
overarching narrative?

3. How is the concept of identity emphasized in this story through
semiotic interactions?

Hypotheses

The central hypothesis is that the narrative relies on a fixed macro-
structure that evolves with individual changes in the micro-narratives.
Additionally, a single actant can embody multiple roles in the
narrative, influencing the production of meaning. Moreover, the
analysis of the interplay between time and space in the story could be
crucial in understanding the protagonist's transformation of identity.

2. Theoretical Framework

Semiotics focuses on analyzing texts and discourse systems,
extracting meaning from the overarching structure of a text. Based on
Greimas's theories, the process of meaning-making can be examined
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through narrative programs and actantial models, which explore how
actants interact with the object of value and undergo positional
changes. Previous studies in Iran have analyzed similar narrative
structures, but Rue des Boutiques Obscures has been less explored in
this regard. Works by scholars such as Ali Abbasi and Hamidreza
Shairi have extensively examined narrative and semiotic structures in
French literature.

3. Methodology

This study uses a semiotic approach to analyze surface, functional,
and semiotic structures within Rue des Boutiques Obscures. The
narrative is divided into micro-sequences, each serving as a miniature
representation of the entire story. Sequence analysis involves
examining semantic shifts and the formation of relationships between
actants.

4. Analysis and Discussion

1. Summary of the Story: Jean Dekker, the protagonist, returns to
Paris after twenty years under a new identity to revisit his past. He
attempts to reconcile with his lost roots and memories but ultimately
decides to abandon everything and return to his new life. The story
intricately examines the interaction of time, space, and identity,
revealing the challenges actants face in reconstructing their identity.

2. Narrative Program: Based on a semiotic analysis, the narrative
follows five key sequences:

. State 1: Returning to Paris under a false identity.

. Change 1: Attempting to recover identity through connections
with past acquaintances.

. Tension: Deciding to confront the past and accept one’s true
identity.

. Change 2: Choosing to forget the past.

. State 2: Returning to life under a false identity.
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This narrative program employs canonical tests, including preparatory,
decisive, and glorification phases, to complete the meaningfulness of
the narrative. These tests are repeatedly represented across different
sequences of the story.

3. Actantial Model : The main actant (Jean Dekker) simultaneously
embodies the roles of subject, sender, and receiver. This multiplicity
of roles emphasizes the complexity of the story. The object of value
(past identity), initially the main goal, loses its significance by the end.
The opposing force in the story is time, which, through its passage,
obstructs the actant’s complete connection with the past. Meanwhile,
space (Paris) acts as a helper, encouraging the actant to search for his
memories through his return.

Conclusion

The narrative structure of Rue des Boutiques Obscures demonstrates
that the micro-narratives within the story mirror the overarching
narrative. The simultaneous embodiment of multiple actantial roles by
the protagonist heightens the complexity of the narrative. Time and
space serve as two opposing forces, with space acting as a helper and
time as an obstacle. Ultimately, the analysis of narrative programs
reveals that the meaning of identity in this story is dynamic and
multilayered, with the protagonist reaching a relative equilibrium by
accepting his past.
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. Carré sémiotique
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10. Conjonctif

11. Disjonctif

12. Actant sujet

13. Actant objet

14. Actant destinateur
15. Actant destinataire
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16. Anti-destinateur

17. Anti-destinataire

18. Sujet de faire

19. Sujet d’état

20. Schéma narratif canonique
21. Epreuve qualifiante

22. Epreuve décisive

23. Epreuve glorifiante

24. Propp

25. Quitter / Laisser
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