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Investigation and analysis of the plot element in the
novel " Al-Waba " by Hani Al-Raheb
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Abstract

The plot element is one of the most important story elements that
creates an organic relationship between different parts of the story.
Classic works of fiction have a Master Plots, but modern and post-
modern literature stories mostly have thin, incoherent, and
minimalistic, so-called Subplots. In this article, the novel Al-Waba by
the prominent Syrian writer Hani Al-Raheb is discussed from the
point of view of plot's fictional element. According to plot's point of
view, its author has followed the classical story-writing tradition or
has pursued a modern and postmodern approach. Does it tend to be
Subplots or Anti Plots? This research is done with a descriptive
analytical method. The purpose of this article is to determine whether
Hani Al-Raheb in Al-Waba's novel From the point of view of plot is
traditional or modern and postmodern. The necessity of the research is
that despite the many functions and the influence of the pirang

1 PhD student of Arabic Language and literature, Faculty of literature and Humanities, Razi
University, Kermanshah.

http:// orcid.org;0009-8763-3153

2 Professor of Arabic Language and Literature, Faculty of literature and Humanities, Razi
University, Kermanshah, Iran.

http:// orcid.org/0000-0003-4729-4547

3 Professor of Arabic Language and Literature, Faculty of literature and Humanities, Razi
University, Kermanshah, Iran.

http:// orcid.org/;0000-0003-0705-9761

@@ Copyright: © 2024 by the authors. Submitted for possible open access
publication under the terms and conditions of the Creative Commons Attribution
S (CC BY- NC) license https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/).
337

Received: 30/09/2022
Accepted: 24/12/2022

* Corresponding Author's E-mail:
ghazi.shahram@yahoo.com


mailto:ghazi.shahram@yahoo.com

Journal Of Narrativestudies
E-1SSN:2588-6231

Vol.8, No. 15
spring and summer 2024
Research Article

element in the structure of Al-Waba's novel, its investigation has been
neglected in the said novel. The results of the research indicate that
avoiding conventional plotting, descending plotting, multiple heroes,
open ending, and non-linear narrative are some of the characteristics
of plotting in Al-Waba's novel, which indicates that the novel, from
the point of view of plotting, has a non-classical pattern and It is
modern, which ultimately fits more with the Subplots.

Key words: Arabic novel, Al-Waba, Hani Al-Raheb, classic plot,
modern plot.

1. Introduction

The novel Al-Waba by Hani Al-Raheb, a prominent Syrian writer, is a
famous novel in the Arab world, and it is known beyond the borders
of the Arab world in the literary circles of the novel. This novel has
many literary components that make it of high literary quality. In this
essay, this novel is discussed from the perspective of plot. In this
article, by examining the types of plot in Al-Waba's novel, it has been
tried to analyze the factors, causes and effects of the phenomena and
their reasoning network.

Research Question(s)

In this article, we are looking for answers to these two questions:
What are the characteristics of the novel of Al-Waba? What pattern do
these characteristics of plot follow?

Our hypothesis is that mainly the plot features of Al-Waba's novel are
more compatible with classical novels than with modern and
postmodern novels.

2. Literature Review

Al-Waba's novel is the story of several families from the Al-Sandian

clan over a period of about a hundred years. Two brothers named

Ibrahim and Abd Al-Jawad, who are the children of a man named

Sheikh Al-Sandian, are at the head of this family, and each of them

has a wife and children. This novel tells the story of each member of
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this family and their fate and extends it to the fate of the Syrian
people. Despite the many researches conducted in the field of fiction
works of Hani al-Raheb, no research has been done on the plot of Al-
Waba's novel, which is one of the most important story elements of
this novel; Therefore, in the current research, this research gap is tried
to be compensated as much as possible.

3. Methodology

This research is done with a descriptive analytical method. The
purpose of this article is to determine whether Hani Al-Raheb in Al-
Waba's novel is traditional or modern and postmodern. The necessity
of the research is that despite the many functions and the influence of
the plot element in the structure of the Al-Waba novel, its
investigation has been neglected in the mentioned novel. The
importance and necessity of the research is that it seeks to conduct a
research on the plot of the Al-Waba novel, which despite its many
functions And its effectiveness has not been discussed.

4. Results

The main characteristics of the plot element in the novel " Al-Waba "
can be divided into four main cases. The first case is the author's
attempt to create an unconventional plot in the novel. This means that
the behaviors or actions of many characters do not follow a
conventional pattern, and in this way, the author has sometimes used
the method of character defamiliarization so that he can more easily
understand the character's actions or unconventional motives. to
convey the characters' actions to the reader.Hani Al-Raheb has a
special view on the Descending Plot and several of his main characters
have a fate that can be adapted and examined with the Descending
Plot; This means that throughout the novel, the character's social or
emotional decline is discussed. Among these characters are Abbasi al-
Khayyat, Maryam al-Khadir and Ismail al-Sandian, which in a way
tells the number of heroes in Al-Waba's novel. Another noteworthy
feature of the novel is the "open ending™ of the novel. This feature can
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be an introduction to the continuation of the plot of the novel in the
mind of the reader, which leads to the participation of the reader in the
process of plotting in the novel. Although this approach was rare in
the classical era and the classic writer was a versatile novel, but with
this approach in plotting, the reader leaves the state of being a mere
consumer and becomes an active element in the novel. One of the
other characteristics of the narration of Al-Waba's novel is the non-
linearity of the narrative trajectory of Al-Waba's novel. In many cases
throughout the novel, the author moves the events back and forth with
the time-lapse technique in order to give coherence to the nested and
episodic stories that sometimes turn into a confusing mess; That is, the
author seeks to create order in the narrative from the chaos of the
narrative. If this case does not represent a postmodern approach, it
represents a kind of non-classical approach in narration and plotting.
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. plot

. classic plot

. master plots

. subplots

. anti plots

. defamiliarization
. unconventional

. causality

. conventional

. Shklovsky

. aesthetics

. reaction

. unexpectable

. classic novels

. descending Plot
. hero

. unexpectable

. feudalism

. socialist

. compliance

. character

. linear narrative
. honlinear narrative
. harrative
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25. motif
26. expressive tool
27. represented object
28. Gérard Genette
29. hindsight
30. foresight
31. anachronism

32. flashback
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