Journal Of NarrativestudieS| e
E-1SSN:2588-6231 e—

Vol.8, No. 15
spring and summer 2024
Research Article

The Novel Glimbaf, by Taghi Vahedi, based on Pierre
Bourdieu's theory

Alireza Emami*!, Mohammad Karim Dehgan?, Rouhollah Hadi?3

Abstract

Masculine Domination is a product of the male-centered social world,
which has immortalized itself in the bodies of men and women in the
form of "habitus”. This series is one of the methods of applying symbolic
violence that is applied in different social, cultural, economic, and
economic contexts in the gender situation and opposite-similar dual
relations (male and female). The upcoming research aims to answer this
question: How is masculine domination formed and reproduced in the
social space of Glimbaf's novel (a novel that is also a characteristic
example of the reflection of the atmosphere of traditional Afghan
society)? And what factors play an essential role in this process? The
main purpose of this research is to analyze the process of production and
reproduction of masculine domination in the space of the mentioned
novel, which leads to acts of symbolic violence. The method of data
collection is the library method and data analysis is an analytical-
descriptive method. The findings of the research show that three
generations of characters in this novel have fallen victim to the
reproduction of masculine domination. The biggest factors of production
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and reproduction of domination in this novel are objectification, not
being seen, considering the nature and work of women as inferior to men,
continuing the symbolic exchange of women (as goods) to accumulate
the capital of "honor" and "jealousy" of men through the exchange
method of "SARALISH" (marital marriage). This reproduces masculine
domination and symbolic violence.

Keywords: Symbolic Violence, Masculine Domination, GLIMBAF,
Pierre Bourdieu, Contemporary Afghan Novel.

1.Introduction

The concept of "male dominance" is a phrase consisting of two separate
concepts (dominance + male) which has always been a controversial
concept in feminist discourses, power, psychology, sociology and even
history, but this concept has a more sociological explanation. From the
social point of view, whenever inequality and class perspective
(including ethnicity, language and gender) become prominent in people’s
behavior and relationships, the outcome of this relationship will
undoubtedly be violent, and gradually this unequal relationship through
the channel of legitimate authority divides people into two categories:
dominators and those who are dominated and it leads to "symbolic
violence". The current research aims to answer the question of how "male
dominance" is formed and reproduced in the social atmosphere of novel
Glimbaf (which is a reflection of the social space of rural areas and most
of the urban spaces of Afghanistan) and what factors play an essential
role in this process. It is assumed that the reproduction of male authority
follows a complex and multifaceted historical, biological, anthropological
and sociological process. The dominance of patriarchal tribal culture, the
dominance of traditional religious discourse, the appreciation of
characters and the symbolic struggle in these fields are among the main
factors of the formation and reproduction of male authority in the
Glimbaf’s atmosphere.

2.Research Methodology

The main purpose of this research is to find the factors and causes of the

reproduction of male authority in the social atmosphere of Afghanistan

reflected in the novel Glimbaf and to describe the gender roles of

fictional characters as individuals in the Afghan society, which leads to
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the reproduction of symbolic violence. The method of data collection is a
library method and data analysis is an analytical-descriptive method and
the type of qualitative research, which will be analyzed and explained
using the sociological approach of Bourdieu's male dominance. First, the
analyzable dimensions and indicators of the reproduction process of male
dominance are introduced and then the desired data are extracted and
categorized from the novel.

3.Literature review:

In Iran and Afghanistan, not much work has been done, either in
sociological discussions or in interdisciplinary fields, considering the
issue ahead and relying on Pierre Bourdieu's "male dominance™ theory.
Shahram Parastesh (2013) tried to describe the literary field of
contemporary Iran according to the stories created in that field, based on
Pierre Bourdieu's theory of "distinction”. Dallal Rahmani and Ghorbani
(2015) investigated the issue of the process of symbolic violence in the
novel "I am not my father's servant” and showed that in the form of a
kind of transition from childhood to adulthood, the symbolic dominance
of patriarchy is imposed on children by the father or by all the adults in
the society. Not much has been done about Afghan novels from this point
of view and we can only refer to Rafizadeh et al. (2014) in the article
"Representations of women in Contemporary Literary fiction of
Afghanistan (based on The Novel Noghreh, daughter of Kabul River)".
They have analyzed the position and social role of Afghan women in
contemporary stories, with the approach of critical discourse analysis
based on Fairclough's theory. Dehghan and Mousavi (2018) also found
out in the article "Sociological criticism of the short story of Samarkand
Nights based on Pierre Bourdieu's perspective" in the field of Afghan
short story that the social core of the space of the story is shaped by
cultural, social and scientific fields and the activists of each field try to
stabilize the power relationship to be in the core of the field.

"Male Dominance" is one of the famous theories of Pierre Bourdieu,
who first explained it with the term "gender order” and later (in 1998) in
a book called "La Domination masculine” in more detail. In this book,
using the approaches of sociology, anthropology and paleontology, he
tried to explain the fundamental and hidden structures of male
domination. He emphasized that the male symbolic authority in male and
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female bodies has perpetuated itself in the form of "habitus”. This type of
domination is one of the processes of symbolic violence that is
implemented in different social, cultural, political and economic
dimensions within the framework of gender order and opposite-similar
dual relations (male and female).

4.Results

This research finds out the process of male authority in its production and
reproduction in the atmosphere of novel Glimbaf (which is a
representation of the traditional atmosphere of Afghanistan). Male
dominance is rooted in the construction of the male-centered social
world, which has perpetuated itself through complex biological processes
and construction in the bodies of men and women in the form of
"habitus". The dominance of the patriarchal tribal culture, the dominance
of the traditional religious discourse, the fatalism of the characters and
the symbolic struggle of men over the masculine values in these fields are
among the main factors of the formation and reproduction of male
dominance in this novel. The issue of exchange and objectification of
women by men is one of the outstanding issues of this novel. In Glimbaf,
men mostly gather in a place called "Lafjay" every day and talk about
events and issues. In fact, Lafjay can be considered as a small tribal
political field that exists in different forms in different regions of
Afghanistan and shows the absence of women in social, political and
cultural fields because women are placed not as partners in capital, but as
passive goods and objects in front of the objective and active male
subject. The women of this story, especially Pato, the main character of
the novel, have an unequal position compared to other men, even outside
the family. Women's work is more compared to men's work, but men
consider it insignificant, worthless and invisible and throughout the
novel, the main character is always involved in doing housework; On the
contrary, men's work, despite being small, is considered impressive,
important and valuable which is a reflection of inequality based on
gender and shows the continuation and reproduction of male dominance
in the novel Glimbaf.
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