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Abstract

Most of Abutoarab Khosravi's short stories have a surrealist style and
atmosphere, and their events and other story elements exceed the
boundaries of conventional realism. The present study analyzes five
short stories from Divan Somnath, Hawieh, and Kitab Virann in light
of unnatural narrative theory. The unnatural narrative theory, as one of
the branches of post-classical narratology, examines the types of non-
and anti-mimetic narratives and presents two methods of unnatural
reading and natural reading to analyze such narratives. The stories
discussed in this article depict unnatural fictional worlds through
unnatural events and elements such as dead and metafictional
characters, "unfixed spaces” and the external materialization of
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internal states, etc. The issue that is raised is how these unnatural
worlds are formed, with what arrangements they make the readers
believable, and finally what they say about us and our world. This
research is carried out with a descriptive-analytical method and with
the method of unnatural narratology. The results show that the stories
violate realist norms through the defamiliarization of story elements
and are beyond our knowledge of the real world. With measures such
as objective descriptions, reference to religious beliefs, internal
focalization, etc., they make the readers believable and immersed.
Finally, their natural reading shows that these narratives depict the
basic concerns of contemporary human life, such as the importance of
words and their understanding, the idea of death in human
relationships in the postmodern era, and cultural and historical
determinism in the form of unnatural affairs.

Keywords: surrealistic short story, unnatural narratology,
postclassical narratology, Hawieh, Divan Somnat, Kitab Viran,
Abutorab Khosravi.

1. Introduction

The literary, artistic, and intellectual Surrealism movement is one of
the avant-garde movements at the beginning of the 20th century,
which has left deep and lasting effects on literature and literary and
artistic styles. Surrealists created their literary and artistic works by
emphasizing important elements such as the unconscious and pure
psychological automatism, the dialectic between reality and dream,
the marvelous, the rejection of the principle of reality, etc. The main
legacy of this movement is its stylistic features that continue to flow in
other styles such as modernism and postmodernism as a literary
aspect. In terms of narrative, they consider the main sources of
surrealist narrative to be fantasy literature and Gothic novels. In
general, the most prominent feature of this type of literature is to be in
contrast with realistic customs in the narrative. One of the sub-
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branches of post-classical narratology that investigates and theorizes
non-mimetic narratives is unnatural narratology, which at the
beginning of the current century, by paying attention to the non-
mimetic and anti-mimetic aspects of narratives, seeks to classify,
theorize and provide interpretive strategies for such narratives.
Abutorab Khosravi is one of the prominent contemporary writers who
has used surrealist and non-mimetic techniques in his works. His
works counted among a wide collection of unnatural narratives.

2. Research Question(s)

What methods of unnatural world-building and defamiliarization are
used in the stories of Abutorab Khosravi, and how do they cause
aesthetic illusion, believability, and immersion of the reader in the
world of unnatural stories; finally, what do these stories say about us
and our world, and what conceptual and practical layers does their
natural and cognitive reading reveal, these are the questions that this
research tries to answer.

3. Literature Review

The researches conducted in Iran about the surrealist narrative are
often centered around the adaptation and examination of the surrealist
components and elements introduced by the founders of this school as
the basic principles of surrealism, such as dreams, the marvelous, etc.
Apart from this, many works have been done in non-mimetic and
experimental literature, especially with the semiotics approach. In the
field of analysis of literary works with the unnatural narratology
approach in the Persian language, a survey has been done so far.
Mohebi et al. (2014) in the article "Unnatural Narrative in Iran's 1980s
Plays", looking at the theory of unnatural narrative, have examined the
unnatural characteristics of temporality, place, character, and narrator
in several Persian plays. So far, no research has been done on non-
mimetic Persian fiction literature in general and contemporary Persian
surrealist narrative in particular based on the unnatural narratology
approach.
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4. Methodology

The present article is carried out in a descriptive-analytical method
and with the unnatural narratological method, and it is carried out by
providing an overview of the researches conducted on the surrealist
narrative with the following goals: It provides a general description of
the theory of unnatural narrative and different classifications of the
unnatural at the level of the story (spaces, places, and characters), then
a brief reference is made to the aesthetic illusion and the ways of
maintaining it in stories. Finally, using the methodology of Jan Alber's
natural reading, this study examines the unnatural storyworlds in five
stories from the short story collection of Abutorab Khosravi. Also, in
the analysis of stories, investigating the unnatural aspects is
considered a kind of unnatural reading, during which it is pointed out
heresy in the ways of world-building and violation of realist customs.

5. Results

Here, the results of the analysis of five short stories are presented in the
form of the following table:

Table 1. Analysis of unnatural narrative in five surrealist short stories by Abutorab

Khosravi
The title | Surrealist Unnatural The  most | Unnatural Natural and
of the | methods elements/unnat | important reading cognitive
story ural narrative, | measures of reading
impossible aesthetic strategies
world-building | illusion,
strategies believabilit
y
“Divan The Unnatural The Defamiliarizat | Strategy 1
Somanath | marvelous, | space (the | objective ion in | and 2, (The
2 surreal external display of | narrative blending of
images, the | materialization | the external | space frames,
dialogic of internal | materializat | creation, Generificati
between states) ion of | violation  of | on) (frames
the natural internal realist or schemas
and the states customs, related to
unnatural provides the | innovation in | religious
possibility the realm of | and
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for the | construction mystical
reader to | and old forms, | traditions
build a | stylistic and the
mental functions, use | dignity of
model  of | of surrealist | parents)
the space or | methods in
the creating a
objectified surreal world
states and
refer to
religious
beliefs.
“Amoozg | The impossible World Violation of | Strategy 4,
ar’ marvelous, | geography in | creation, the | realist foregroundi
superior terms of human | dialogic of | conventions, ng the
imaginatio | knowledge the natural | functions of | thematic
n, surrealist | (Ramsheg and the | postmodernist | (importance
images, the | village), unnatural, -surrealist of words)
dialogic of | impossible internal style,
the unreal | blends of | focalization, | representation | Strategy 1
and the real | human and | and of the | and 2,
Animal objective invisible (Schemes
characters, descriptions related to
unnatural . mystic
actions of the tradition)
seeker
(narrator's
father)
“Maykhan | The Dead character | World Innovation in | Reading
eh sabz” marvelous, | (Kerbaschi and | creation, the | characterizing | allegorically
surreal grandmother), dialogic of | and drawing | (The idea of
images, the | unnatural the natural | space and | death in
dialogic combination of | and the | events human
between face unnatural, (postmodernis | relationship
the natural | (innkeeper), internal t-surrealist S)
and the | unnatural/unfix | focalization, | style),
unnatural ed place, | and highlighting Strategy 7,
unnatural objective the Positing a
descriptions descriptions | ontological transcendent
and events . gap between | al realm
the world of | (Maykhaneh
the living and | sabz is a
the world of | limbo  for
the dead. the
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possibility
of
interaction
between the
living and
the dead)
“Berehneg | the Unnatural World- Innovation in | Strategy 5:
yvabad” | marvelous | character (dead | making, the | characterizati | Reading
and character (M. dialogic of | on and | allegorically
uncanny, P.)inJan the real and | fictional event | (The idea of
thrilling Albert's the (postmodernis | death in
beauty classification) unnatural, t-surrealist human
(characters variable style), relationship
so minimally focalization | functions of | s)
human that are postmodernist
considered style
"anti-mimetic" (ontological
in Brian uncertainty,
Richardson's postmodernist
classification) grandeur)
« Marsieh | the Dead An ironic | Innovation in | Strategy 4,
baraye marvelous | impossible compromise | characterizati | foregroundi
Jaleh wva | in characters, between on, and | ng the
ghatelash | combinatio | anti-mimetic immersion violation  of | thematic
» n with | characters and the (cultural
postmoder | (Metafictional breaking the | conventions and
nist Characters) aesthetic of realist and | historical
elements illusion modernist determinism
through an | narratives, the | )
emphasis on | readers  are
textuality. concerned
about the
closure of the
boundary-
breaking
break and the
characters

reaching their
natural level
in the story's
world.
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54. Transgressing Storyworld Boundaries: Ontological Metalepsis
55. Imperfectly Human Characters

56. multiple individuals

57. parodic characters

58. fabricated entities

59. metafictional characters

60. Blends of Humans and Animals

61. dead Characters

62. Robot - like Humans and Human - like Robots

63. Metamorphoses and Transforming Figures
64. Multiple Coexisting Versions of the Same Character

sl 03,8 oy by 2l Sl 53 (S AEG i
66. werner wolf
67. willing suspension of disbelief
68. The principle of access - facilitating construction and vivid presentation
of the represented world’s inventory.

69. The principle of consistency of the represented world.

70. Perspectivity.

71. The principle of respecting and exploiting the potentials of the
representational macro - frames, media and genres employed.

72. The principle of generating interest, and in particular emotional interest,
in the represented world.

73. The principle of celare artem.

74. recentering

75. Cognitive narratology

76. frame theory

77. possible - worlds theory

78. The blending of frames
79. Generification
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80. generic

81. subjectification

82. foregrounding the thematic

83. reading allegorically

84. satirization and parody

85. positing a transcendental realm
86. Do it yourself

87. The Zen way of reading
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