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Deconstructing the Narrative of Women's Characters in
Shahnameh and Rewritten Texts (Case Study: Atoosa
Salehi's Rewritten Works for Teenagers)

Seyyed Kazem Mousavi!, Sajjad Najafi Behzadi*?, Ahmadreza
Izadinejad?

Abstract

The Shahnameh of Ferdowsi, which contains the Iranian and human
identity and character, is one of the most important works that has
been the focus of most rewriters and re-creators. The aim of the
present study is to examine the deconstructive narrative of women's
characters in the Shahnameh and the rewritten texts narrated by Atusa
Salehi. In the deconstructive study, the rewriter presents a new and
fresh narrative by changing the center and centrality of the old work.
This study shows how the presence of the absolute and omniscient
narrator in the rewritten stories is weak and a kind of change and
deconstruction in the women's narrative is created by shifting the
center and axis of the narrative (from the classical and action-oriented
system to the emotion-oriented system and discourse). The most
important issue for deconstructive study is the use of hidden contrasts
in the text; the contrast of love and emotion with epic and war is one
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of the most prominent contrasts in this rewriting. The research method
is descriptive-analytical and the method of data collection is the study
of library documents. The results of the research showed that Salehi,
with a creative narrative and using the contrast of epic, war and love,
has presented a different narrative of the women of Shahnameh and
new dimensions of their personalities. Where characters such as
Gordafarid, Manijeh, Jarireh, Shahrnaz, etc. have a more effective and
prominent presence in the narrative than in the original text, and their
emotional and peaceful nature prevails over their warlike and epic
spirit. The characters' discourse in the rewritten text takes on an
emotional dimension, and the text moves from the sign of classical
and action-oriented semantics to the sign of Sheveshi and emotion-
oriented semantics.

Keywords: Rewriting, Narrative, Deconstruction, Women of
Shahnameh, Atusa Salehi.

1. Introduction

The present study seeks to examine the deconstruction of narrative
and women's narrative in the Shahnameh and its rewritten stories. This
study shows how the presence of the absolute narrator in the rewritten
stories is dimmed and a kind of change in women's narrative has been
created through the displacement of the centrality and axis of the
narrative. The necessity of this study becomes apparent when
considering the characteristics of adolescence, what is the form of
explaining the position of women in the rewriting of adolescents, and
whether there has been any interference or appropriation in it, and is
the process of the story in explaining the character in the rewriting
changed or has it been transferred exactly as the original text? The
innovation in this research is the attention to the methods of narrative
delivery in developing the original text of the Shahnameh in the form
of a rewrite, which may have caused a change in the nature of the
personality dimensions of the women's characters in the rewritten text.
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2. Literature Review

So far, no research has been conducted on the deconstructive study of
women's narratives and their characters in the rewritten texts of the
Shahnameh, especially the rewritten texts of Atusa Salehi in
comparison with the text of the Shahnameh; however, articles have
been compiled on the study of Narratology and story elements in the
stories of the Shahnameh and rewritten texts, which mention a few
cases: - Sha’iri, Hamid Reza (2006) in his book "Semiotic Analysis of
Discourse" has addressed the different dimensions of discourse
(cognitive, sensory-perceptual, emotional, and aesthetic of discourse)
and the necessity of paying attention to them.

-Behnam and Yahaghi (2013) in their article “Narrativization of the
Story of Siavash’s Fall” sought to examine and re-examine Siavash’s
Fall with a narratological approach in order to clarify Ferdowsi’s role
as an implicit narrator-writer in the narrative, and they concluded that
the element of metamorphosis and character transformation has an
impact on the narrative process and the formation of the
developments, and that Tus plays the role of the hero in the first
development of the story, and in the second development, he becomes
a false hero or anti-hero with a kind of behavioral metamorphosis and
finds another special function and role.

Tahernejad, Sha’iri, and Iraji (2014) in their article “Analysis of the
Parasitic Narrative and the Challenges of Its Semantic Sign with
Emphasis on the Story of Prince Ehtejeb” concluded that the Parasitic
Narrative causes the elements of the narrative to be placed in a puzzle
process and experience a different rhythm based on the tone. Both
Shazdeh and Fakhri constantly switch from a contractionary pulse to
an expansionary pulse and vice versa.

3. Methodology

This research is descriptive-analytical and data collection is also done
by reviewing library documents. Seven rewritten stories from the
Shahnameh narrated by Atusa Salehi were selected, reviewed and
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analyzed. The rewritten stories are: The story of Jamshid; Zahhak;
Bijan and Manijeh; Siavash; Rostam and Sohrab; Gordafarid and
Forud and Jarireh. In most of the stories narrated by Salehi, the
character of women is placed as a central character and while
characterizing women, the emotional, human, intelligent and
resourceful characteristics of women are also presented well and in an
understandable way to the audience. The role and influence of women
in the narration and advancement of the narrative in the stories:
Jamshid, Gordafarid, Forud and Jarireh, Bijan and Manijeh, is greater
and more effective than in other stories.

4. Results

On the main story and the main character of the story and in a few
stories he subtracted from it was based on correct indicators and in
proportion to the other characters of the stories and its educational
aspect was also effective and effective. What separates Salehi's
narrative from the Shahnameh narrative in terms of narrative index
and deconstruction is the dominant romantic and emotional aspect of
his narrative over the epic aspect of the Shahnameh narrative. Women
have a more colorful role and presence in Salehi's narrative than in the
Shahnameh narrative. Salehi has presented a new and creative
narrative by entrusting the narrative to the female characters and
expressing their opinions and words. The use of a special emotional
and romantic atmosphere without regard to grudges, enmities, and
geographical boundaries is one of the special features of Salehi's
narrative. In the Shahnameh narrative, none of the characters are the
main narrators, even if they take control of the narrative flow for a
short time during conversations and boasting. The main narrator of the
Shahnameh is an omniscient, interventionist narrator. Instead of
reflecting the world of war and bravery, the rewrite has displayed
more of the characters' feelings, emotions, and peace-loving nature.
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