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Abstract

This research uses the theory of Joseph Hillis Miller, a contemporary
theorist of narrative, to study several theories about the functions of
the beginning in the cinematic narrative in the movie Passengers,
made by Bahram Beizai. The aim of this research is to show how
conflicting functions of narration in movies start their narrative and
move them forward. The result of this article shows that the movie
Passengers reveals the critical function in opposition to the creative
function of the narrative from Hillis Miller's point of view. That is, it
opposes the dominant culture that regards death and the end as
superior to life and continuation and guards this culture and insists on
a culture based on the preservation of life.
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1.Introduction

The opening event in a cinematic narrative, since it is placed at the
beginning of the chain of events in the cinematic narrative in terms of
both time and cause and effect, is the basis of screenwriting theories.
In this article, among these theories, the views of Michael Tierno,
Charlie Moritz, Laura Schellhardt and Edward Morgan Forster have
been selected. At the same time, because movies take their plots from
real life, it can be seen that the specialized theories of screenwriting
can establish considerable links with more general narrative theories
that believe in the existence of narration not only in dramatic works,
but in all life. In the present article, Joseph Hillis Miller's narrative
theory is examined to explain this issue, which has provided three
revealing, creative and critical functions for life narratives.

Research Questions

A) With the centrality of the three functions that Miller provides for
the narrative, how can the beginning be analyzed in the narration of
the movie Passengers based on the views of Michael Tierno, Laura
Schellhardt, Charlie Moritz and Edward Forster?

B) The three functions of the narrative in the view of Joseph Hillis
Miller, in relation to the beginning in the narration of the movie
Passengers, can be explained with what details?

2. Literature Review

According to Joseph Hillis Miller, we need narratives because with
narratives we can perform the two actions of “revelation" or
"creation”. In "revealing" in advance, we assume that the world has
some kind of pre-existing order and that the act of storytelling is a way
of imitating, copying, or accurately representing this order. In
"Creation”, we assume that the world cannot be orderly by itself and
this ordering is done through storytelling. From the point of view of
"revelation”, storytelling accurately reflects cultures. But from the
perspective of "creation", the types of storytelling are the creators of
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that culture and the hidden guards of that culture. In the third function
of narrative from Miller's point of view, narrative is a healthy and
harmless place where the dominant presuppositions of an assumed
culture can be criticized.

3. Methodology
This research is a qualitative research that was conducted with
descriptive analytical method and using library and film data.

4. Results

A) Based on Tierno's point of view, the movie narrative of Passengers
begins with an emphasis on the mirror element and Mahtab admitting
that none of the passengers will reach their destination and all will die
along the way. This accidential incident, based on the theory of
Edward Morgan Forster, has a value intensity in the plot, based on this
value intensity, it can be called the beginning of the movie. Based on
Schellhardt's opinion, the beginning in the cinematic narrative of the
passengers introduces the main character, who seems to be the
Mahtab Davaran because he is the one who is supposed to bring the
mirror. Just as the mirror itself can be considered the main character.
The beginning of the Passengers introduces the opposite force with
characters who interest in the creative function of the narrative. Also,
the beginning in connection with the plot of the cinematic narration of
the passengers raises the controversial question whether the death of
the passengers, which is promised at the beginning, is a real death or a
phenomenal death. That is, should one believe in the creative function
of narration or the critical function of narration. Also, based on
Charlie Moritz's point of view, the beginning of the Passengers movie
begins with something unusual which is the death of the passengers,
but its unusualness in the narrative plot of the Passengers script
originates from the fact that khanom Bozorg with a critical approach
towards The creative approach has a narrative to this death, does not
accept this death and believes in the continuation of the life of
passengers. So, this incident upsets the balance of the characters' lives,
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but it becomes the source of the goal of Khanom Bozorg to prove that
the passengers did not die of an inherent death, but of an apparent
death. So, at the end of the movie, a transformation occurs that is
irreversible and a new order prevails, which is the result of the big
lady's confrontation and resistance against the dominant death-
oriented culture.

B) The belief of Khanom Bozorg that the narrative is revealing is in
conflict with the belief of other characters until the end of the movie.
Khanom Bozorg believes that the narrative reflects the inherent order
of life, while other characters see this inherent order in the course of
affairs leading to death. In the creative function of the narrative in
travelers, we are dealing with a dominant culture that considers the
idea of death superior to the idea of life. In the critical function of the
narration, the approach of Khanom Bozorg prevails over all the
creative approaches of the narration. Khanom Bozorg does not believe
the death of the passengers, emphasizing that there was no mirror at
the scene of the accident. Khanom Bozorg also convinces all the
characters to oppose the dominant culture and believe in the critical
function of the narrative and accept it as a revealing narrative. All
these three functions of the narrative originate from the opening event
of the movie, which is the apparent death of the characters.
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1. natural narrative
2. cognitive

3. oral storytelling
4. Michael tierno
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5. a tragedy is an imitation of an action that is complete in itself, as a whole
of some magnitude; for a whole may be of no magnitude to speak of.
Now a whole is that which has beginning, middle, and end. A beginning
is that which is not itself necessarily after anything else, and which has
naturally something else after it (Aristotle,1991, p.9).
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7. dead poets society

8. professor keating

9. Laura schellhardt

10. citizen kane

11. Roebud

12. Charlie morits

13. Edard morgan forster
14. intensity

15. Joseph hillis miller

16. reveal

17. create

18. imitate

19. copy

20. represent accurately that order
21. policing function

22. Miller, 1995, pp.69,70.
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