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From Myth to Narrative: Boteh Jegheh (Paisley)’s
Narrative Position in Socio-Cultural Discourse Systems

Fatemeh Seyedebrahimi Nejad™, Ali Karimi Firoozjaei?

Abstract

Boteh Jegheh is a symbol found in Iran’s and some other countries’
artistic discourse. It has gone to culture to express identity. It has
penetrated the borders to be drawn from the national discourses to the
international ones. When it is studied from narrative point of view, it
is clear that Boteh Jegheh has a mythological origin and creates a
narrative and then a discourse. The problem is that, how has Boteh
Jegheh gained its discourse legitimacy, which has caused the
development of its position within the narrative and identity
structures, and how has it been able to transfer itself to other cultures
in addition to preserving its identity during the time passage? In order
to answer the questions the semiotic approach of discourse was chosen
to show its value position. The results indicated that Boteh Jegheh
achieves its identity and permanence not by change but by stability. It
forms a dialogue between nature and culture, in this way it links its
value with myth and imagination. As a result, it breaks the boundaries
and gradually moves from a national position to an international one.
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1. Introduction

Boteh Jegheh (Paisley)!, has had a special presence in different
discourse systems during the history. Although it has gone through
numerous ups and downs, it has had a presence beyond a symbol and
has caused cultural transmission as a media, because: a) It has been
used in different discourses such as architecture, image, calligraphy,
carpet, etc. b) It has had an active role (production of movement,
change of shape, passing from a broad form to a compact form,
flexibility, interaction with many other discourses and narratives) in
meaning formation. c) It has had a very diverse rhetorical function
(rhythm, diverse lines e.g. curves/ circles/ nested, static and dynamic,
traditional and modern, different color tonality). So, Boteh Jegheh
plays a role both in the production of narration and lifestyle and in the
development of cultural identity.

2.Research Questions

1. How has Boteh Jegheh achieved its discourse legitimacy which has
caused to preserve its identity during the time passage?

2. How has it been able to transfer to other cultures beyond the
borders throughout history?

3. Review of literature

Boteh Jegheh has originated in Iran during the early first millennium
AD. Now it is found throughout the world, used by people of all ages
(Vogelsang Eastwood, 2021). Kallan (2018) believes that Paisley is
derived from Persia during Mughal rule and after that it has made rich
contribution and evolution. By studying the structural features, shape
and decoration of the Boteh Jegheh, Dorjvar (2015) considers the
existence of more than seventy different types of it. Vogelsang
Eastwood (2021) referred to famous figures such as Chuck Berry and
Cliff Richard, which have worn Paisley, while designers such as Yves
Saint Laurent, Gucci, and Dolce & Gabbana, as well as well-known
textile groups such as Liberty’s of London, have all produced ranges
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of paisley fabrics. So she concluded that it has never gone out of
fashion, and is not likely to vanish in the near future.

4.Methodology

The present study is a descriptive, qualitative one which has collected
the data randomly. The main goal of the research is to investigate the
wide scope of Boteh Jegheh within multiple discourse spaces. So its
narration development in multiple discourse spaces is going to be
analyzed.

Myth is a system of communication, so imbedded signs within the
signification systems expressed in communication are called myth.
Studying these signs allows us to demonstrate how given social
symbols can enter the collective consciousness. Everything can be a
myth  (Barthes, 1957). Myths should not be interpreted
cosmologically, but anthropologically or ontologically.

Narration constitutes one of several rhetorical relations that relate
two elementary discourse units (Asher & Lascarides, 2003). For the
global semiotic approach a narrative discourse is a self-organizing
entity with a purposeful character to all its constituent parts (Sebeok,
2001).

Value: According to Saussure, the value of the form resides in the
complex relationship among phonic unity, thought and meaning
(Bedouret-Larraburu, 2022). Semiotics of value teaches us that the
world needs care. To realize such care, it is necessary to be an
interpreter and to participate in the creation of situations that opens the
way for interpretation (Shairi & Seyedebrahimi, 2021).

5.Results
Placing inside a new structure make Botheh Jegheh go towards the
evolutionary or perfectionist system and create the following
narrations:

a)Evolution Narration: When it is placed on a product, it can fill a
cultural void. As an example, in a system such as clothing and
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fashion, it means producing added value, therefore, it has the role of a
complementary perfectionist and evolution. It pushes the narrative
towards perfection by the power of flexibility and rebirth narration.

b)Rebirth Narration: It has the ability to move from fixed and
frozen species to modern ones. The rebirth narration means that Boteh
Jeghehs are constantly expanding. So it creates a range of new values
and narrations. Although these species lose some of their stability,
they preserve their original shape and structure.

c)Historical Legitimacy: Narratives take their legitimacy from
different structures such as history. In addition to being a symbol,
Boteh Jegheh is used as a sign in various discourses today; it is also
connected to the ritual and mythological system and has a
mythological history behind it.

d) Rhythm Narration: In some motifs, Boteh Jegheh is created in
the form of three or four, like a fish. It can make a movement by
multiplying. The movement creates rhythm. Contrary to the created
movement, sometimes it is completely static.

e)Imagination Narration: In some images, Boteh Jegheh is in an
iconic relationship, closed to its reference (pear, almond), in some
others it can be the farthest from its reference (imagination narration).
So it can be connected to magical realism which has a zero point or
beginning called nature.

f)Tension Narration: The crowded patterns inside it, or the
emptiness of it creates density and emptiness which make tension for
the viewer.

g)Culture-Nature Narration: Boteh Jegheh has different natural
shapes. This variety of shapes are referring to nature. Besides, it can
be a host for cultural elements that draw us towards culture. Therefore,
it is connected to the nature on the one hand and to the culture on the
other hand.

h)Holiness Narration: Being its head up or down creates another
narration. If the head is down, it makes a fall and pull towards the
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ground, but if the head is up, it leads towards the sky, sanctity and
heaven.

Currently, Boteh Jegheh can be seen in the products of brands such
as Dior, Chanel, Zara, etc. Boteh Jegheh has the ability to accept
different forms of nature and culture; therefore, we face a multi-icon,
and multi-media system. It is evolving, its identity is based on
changes, not on stability. In its discourse system, the dynamicity can
be considered as its most important feature. Boteh Jegheh means
growth, transformation, evolution and development. These features
have made it move from nature to culture, from culture to imagination,
from imagination to knowledge, from knowledge to thought, to reach
to the point of crossing from one culture to another one and enter other
cultural layers. Today, it can be seen on the products of world famous
brands.

Boteh Jegheh has influenced the culture, belief, thought, religion,
ideology, art and lifestyle of people over time. The key of Boteh
Jegheh’s eternity is its evolution and dynamicity. So, in addition to
narration, it also creates a lifestyle. Its flexibility breaks the national
borders and let it enter into other cultures.

1. The first place in the western world to imitate the design was the town of Paisley in
Scotland, Europe's top producer of textiles at this time (Macmillan Dictionary). So in Western
culture Boteh Jegheh is called Paisley.
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. narrativity
. semiotics
. paisley

myth

. actor

. harrative

. Roland Barthes

. Vladimir Propp

. Mythic rationality

. Classical narration
. Modern narration
. action

. Value

. prescriptive

. interactive

. appropriation

. ethic

. presence

. synchronic

. dichronic

.icon

. Syntagmatic

. paradigmatic

. Life style

. tension

. intensity

. extensity

. aesthesia

. thythm

. Presence/absence
. Centralization/decentralisation
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32. Unity/multiplicity
33. Part/total

34. Berque

35. Tranjective chain
36. mesology

37. negation

38. assertion

39. objective

40. subjective

41. Elimination of lack
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